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Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· It is my great pleasure to be with you here at the opening of  the First WMO/ITU Seminar “USE OF RADIO SPECTRUM FOR METEOROLOGY: WEATHER, WATER AND CLIMATE MONITORING AND PREDICTION”.
· This seminar and recetly published WMO/ITU handbook with the same title are the latest samples of ITU-WMO excellent collaboration and partnership which started more than 130 years ago between the International Telegraph Union (ITU), established in 1865, and the International Meteorological Organization founded in 1873.
· Long time ago WMO-ITU efforts were mainly related to establishment of effective means for meteorological data exchange, weather forecast broadcasting, early warning message delivery and communications during disaster relief operations.
· At present in addition we are to fight with the climate change which is the greatest challenge ever faced by the mankind.

· The ITU is taking climate change very seriously indeed – and continuously looking at ways to contribute towards better climate monitoring and use of the positive benefits of ICTs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
· We may state with satisfaction that the science of climate monitoring has benefited greatly from the parallel development of information and communication technologies (ICTs).
· WMO and ITU focus on different areas of developing and the use of climate monitoring systems and applications. While WMO focuses on meeting the needs for environmental information.

· ITU, inter alea, ensures that necessary frequencies are available to allow the interference-free operation of radio-based applications and radiocommunication systems – both terrestrial and space – which are used for climate monitoring and prediction, weather forecasting and disaster early warning and detection.

· The use of radio technologies and systems for environmental and climate monitoring has been a longstanding concern at the ITU, dating back to the International Radio Conference of Atlantic City, 1947 – where ITU Member States included the Meteorological Aids Service (MetAids) in the Radio Regulations, and allocated the necessary radio-frequency spectrum for these applications.

· Successive ITU World Radiocommunication Conferences have taken into account WMO’s need to ensure the availability and protection of radio-frequency bands for observation tools such as radiosondes, weather and wind profiler radars, and space-borne infrared and microwave sounders.

· In recognition of the vital importance of environmental monitoring, WRC-07 allocated additional spectrum for systems that are used for observation systems involved in monitoring climate change. 
· In 2008, the ITU Radiocommunication Study Groups initiated additional studies to develop Recommendations on the future innovative remote-sensing applications – which should improve the precision of climate monitoring and the prediction of climate change.
Ladies and gentlemen,

· The continuously increasing use of Information and Communication Technologies for environmental and climate monitoring will greatly improve the quality of scientific data about the environment and the climate, and will lead to more accurate modelling and better estimates of the impact on climate change.

· Examples of ICTs use range from the radio-based remote sensors which relay data to control centres from radiosondes, aircraft and satellites, to the automatic weather stations which are now starting to close the ground-level weather observation gap in Africa as part of the ‘Weather Info for All’ initiative which was launched in June by the Global Humanitarian Forum here in Geneva.

· It is necessary to mention that the ITU’s work in other areas– particularly in the implementation of digital broadcasting and the development of next generation networks – is itself directly helping to combat climate changed by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

· For example, introduction of digital broadcasting, for example, results in a massive – almost ten-fold – reduction in the power consumption of broadcasting transmitters. And the actual number of transmitters can also be reduced by transmitting several programmes in one frequency channel.

Distinguished colleagues,

· Our seminar is being held in 11 days after the very successful third World Climate Conference organized by the WMO and I would like to congratulate our WMO colleagues with this great achievement.
· I believe that the International Telecommunication Union, in general, and the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R), in particular, will help in implementation of the slogan “Better climate information for a better future”. The ITU is planning to take a part in the development and implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services as decided by the Conference.
· I am confident that the work we do here this week will not just have a positive influence on the development of the WMO Global Framework for Climate Services and also on the Copenhagen Climate Conference in December, but will, in the broader sense, increase awareness of the need for the importance of radio-frequency spectrum for more accurate and more useful environmental and climate monitoring.

· Long before Copenhagen, however, we are staging ITU Telecom World 2009 here in Geneva at the beginning of October. So let me close, therefore, with an open invitation to you all to attend this important event – which will feature ‘Green ICT and Climate Change’ as one of the main thematic topics of the forum debates.

Thank you.
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