

Rules concerning
ARTICLE  11 of the RR
Consolidation of frequency assignments of different GSO networks submitted by an administration at the same orbital position 
into frequency assignments of a single satellite network
1	Introduction
The Board noted the request of WRC-12 for a detailed description of the Radiocommunication Bureau’s actions with respect to consolidating frequency assignments of different geostationary-satellite orbit (GSO) networks submitted by an administration at the same orbital position, into frequency assignments of a single satellite network.
In this respect, the Board understands that the consolidation of frequency assignments of GSO satellite networks shall only be possible for assignments recorded in the MIFR, associated with satellite networks at exactly the same orbital position, upon request by the administration (or the administration acting on behalf of a group of named administrations) that notified the assignments. The following principles shall apply.
2	Structure of notice
The consolidation of recorded frequency assignments of several satellite networks into one network will consist in aggregating all alphanumerical data related to frequency assignments of the involved GSO satellite networks contained in the Space Network Systems database (SNS) of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the associated graphical data contained in the Graphical Interference Management Software (GIMS) reference database.
2.1 	Identity of the satellite network (Appendix 4, Annex 2, A1)
Only satellite networks with identical information related to the notifying administration shall be qualified for consolidation: 
–	A.1.f.1	Notifying administration
–	A.1.f.2	Group of administrations
–	A.1.f.3	Intergovernmental satellite organization
2.2	Orbital information (Appendix 4, Annex 2, A4)
Satellite networks to be consolidated shall have an identical orbital position (A.4.a.1).
In case of different values for the longitudinal tolerance (A.4.a.2.a.b) and/or inclination excursion (A.4.a.2.c), the smallest values shall be used for a consolidated network. It is understood that the operation of the consolidated satellite networks would be within the smaller longitudinal tolerance and/or inclination excursion.
2.3	Antenna beam and group of frequency assignment characteristics (Appendix 4, Annex 2, B and C) 
Satellite antenna beam designation and associated individual characteristics (gains and gain contour diagrams, antenna Radiation patterns and Antenna gain diagrams in the direction of part of the GSO not obstructed by the Earth, service area) will be kept unchanged as separate beams in the single notice of the consolidated satellite networks, except if otherwise requested by the notifying administration.
The characteristics of each group of frequency assignments for a satellite antenna beam, including the date of receipt of the complete information under No. 9.34 and any remarks in the MIFR shall be kept unchanged and separate, regardless of its characteristics.
Specific study will be undertaken on a case-by-case basis for consolidation of satellite network notices which include beam-strapping tables and beam naming when the same beam name appears in more than one of the networks being consolidated. 
2.4	Identifier of the notice and groups
Only one identifier for the consolidated notice (Notice ID) shall be retained; the notice IDs of the other involved networks recorded in the MIFR will be removed from the system. The unique original identifier of the groups of frequency assignments (Group ID) will be retained, including the status of coordination.
3	BR IFIC (Space Services) and Annex to the BR IFIC
3.1	Part I-S 
The information on the consolidated network including references to the involved satellite networks will be published in Part I-S of the BR IFIC (Space Services) and be distributed with the respective databases (SRS, SPS, AP30B, GIMS, SNL) in the Space BR_IFIC DVD.
3.2	Special Sections
The special sections (API/A, CR/C, CR/D, AP30/E, AP30A/E, AP30-30A/E/, AP30B/A6B…) of the different satellite networks referred to in the consolidated satellite network recorded in the MIFR will not require a new publication. Information on the associated special sections and Part-IS of the consolidated satellite networks will be indicated under Appendix 4 item A.13 (Reference to the published special sections of the BR IFIC).


11.13
1	This provision stipulates that no notification shall be made of the frequencies that are prescribed for common use by stations of a given service. According to this provision the Bureau established a list of the frequencies that enter into this category. This list is regularly updated and published in the Preface to the International Frequency List (IFL), in frequency order (Chapter VI of the Preface). The common frequencies appear in the Master International Frequency Register (Master Register) and in the IFL.
2	A summary of the frequencies/frequency bands that are prescribed for common use, is given below:
–	GMDSS frequencies for distress and safety calling using DSC techniques (2 187.5 kHz, 4 207.5 kHz, 6 312 kHz, 8 414.5 kHz, 12 577 kHz, 16 804.5 kHz and 156.525 MHz);
–	GMDSS frequencies for distress and safety traffic by NBDP telegraphy (2 174.5, 4 177.5, 6 268, 8 376.5, 12 520 and 16 695 kHz);
–	GMDSS frequencies for distress and safety traffic by radiotelephony (2 182 kHz, 4 125 kHz, 6 215 kHz, 8 291 kHz, 12 290 kHz, 16 420 kHz and 156.8 MHz);
–	International frequencies for search and rescue operations (2 182 kHz, 3 023 kHz, 5 680 kHz, 8 364 kHz, 10 003 kHz, 14 993 kHz, 19 993 kHz, 121.5 MHz, 123.1 MHz, 156.3 MHz, 156.8 MHz, 161.975 MHz, 162.025 MHz and 243 MHz);
–	International frequencies for digital selective calling, for purposes other than distress and safety (455.5, 458.5, 2 177, 2 189.5, 4 208, 4 208.5, 4 209, 4 219.5, 4 220, 4 220.5, 6 312.5, 6 313, 6 313.5, 6 331, 6 331.5, 6 332, 8 415, 8 415.5, 8 416, 8 436.5, 8 437, 8 437.5, 12 577.5, 12 578, 12 578.5, 12 657, 12 657.5, 12 658, 16 805, 16 805.5, 16 806, 16 903, 16 903.5, 16 904, 18 898.5, 18 899, 18 899.5, 19 703.5, 19 704, 19 704.5, 22 374.5, 22 375, 22 375.5, 22 444, 22 444.5, 22 445, 25 208.5, 25 209, 25 209.5, 26 121, 26 121.5 and 26 122 kHz);
–	International frequencies for selective calling using the sequential single-frequency code system (2 170.5, 4 125, 4 417, 6 516, 8 779, 13 137, 17 302, 19 770, 22 756 and 26 172 kHz);
–	International frequencies for radiotelephone calling (4 125, 4 417, 6 215, 6 516, 8 255, 8 779, 12 290, 12 359, 13 137, 16 420, 16 537, 17 302, 18 795, 19 770, 22 060, 22 756, 25 097 and 26 172 kHz);
–	International ship-to-shore working or intership frequencies (2 045, 2 048, 2 635 and 2 638 kHz);
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–	410 kHz, worldwide frequency for radio direction-finding in the maritime radionavigation services;
–	75 MHz, worldwide frequency assigned to aeronautical marker beacons.
3	If these frequencies are used by other services and/or for purposes other than those specified in the Radio Regulations, they should be notified under the relevant provisions of Article 11 and, in some cases, under the provisions of No. 4.4.
11.14
(MODD RRB17/76)
1	This provision stipulates, inter alia, that frequency assignments to ship stations and to mobile stations of other services shall not be notified under Article 11. On the other hand, the provisions of No. 11.2 stipulate the conditions under which receiving stations are to be notified to the Bureau. Similarly, the provisions of No. 11.9 stipulate the conditions under which a land station for reception from mobile stations is to be notified to the Bureau. In combining the conditions of all these provisions, the Board concluded that the following categories are not to be notified to the Bureau:
–	Worldwide frequencies for use by ship and coast SSB radiotelephone stations by simplex (single-frequency) operation and for intership cross-band (two-frequency) operation (frequencies indicated in Part B, Section I, Sub-Section B of Appendix 17);
–	Worldwide working frequencies for ship stations equipped for NBDP telegraphy and data transmission systems on a non-paired basis (frequencies indicated in Part B, Section III of Appendix 17).
2	If the frequencies referred to in § 1 above are used by other services and/or for purposes other than those specified in the Radio Regulations, they should be notified under the relevant provisions of Article 11 and in some cases under the provisions of No. 4.4.


3	Bearing in mind that all communications in the aeronautical mobile (R) and (OR) services in the HF exclusive bands are made in a single frequency simplex mode of operation, the use of the relevant frequency is adequately covered through the notification of the transmitting aeronautical station and the notification of the associated receiving station (for reception of the transmissions from aircraft stations) is not necessary. Therefore, the Board instructed the Bureau not to accept any frequency assignment notice related to a receiving aeronautical station in the bands governed by Appendices 26 and 27.
11.17
This provision and provisions of Nos. 11.18 to 11.21B identify assignments to terrestrial stations to be notified individually. All other assignments[footnoteRef:1]1, [footnoteRef:2]2, [footnoteRef:3]3 can be notified either as a typical station or as individual stations, as the administration concerned considers appropriate. The frequency assignments which shall be notified individually, under the procedure of Article 11, are the following: [1: 1 	Frequencies for common use listed in Chapter VI of the Preface to the IFL shall not be notified.]  [2: 2 	Frequency assignments to stations in the amateur service shall not be notified (No. 11.14).]  [3: 3 	Frequency assignments to broadcasting stations in the high frequency bands allocated to the broadcasting service between 5 900 kHz and 26 100 kHz which are subject to the procedure of Article 12 shall not be notified under Article 11 (see No. 11.14).] 

1	Assignments to stations covered by the Allotment Plans of Appendices 25, 26 and 27 (No. 11.18) and by any Frequency Assignment Plan.
2	Assignments to stations of the broadcasting service in any band (No. 11.19).
3	Assignments to stations of all terrestrial services which are within the coordination area of an earth station (No. 11.20) if the notified bandwidth of the terrestrial station is situated wholly or partially within a frequency band which is allocated with equal rights to terrestrial and space services where coordination is required under Appendix 5, Table 5-1.
According to No. 11.20, no notification of a typical terrestrial station is receivable if the terrestrial station is within the coordination area of an earth station. In view of the current difficulties of the Bureau to ascertain, at the time of the receipt of the notice, whether a terrestrial station is situated within the coordination area of an existing earth station or one for which the coordination has been effected or initiated, the Board instructed the Bureau to encourage administrations to submit individual notices to terrestrial stations in every case where the notified bandwidth of the terrestrial station is situated wholly or partially in any of the bands shared between terrestrial and space services with equal rights if the allocation to 
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the space service comprises the space-to-Earth direction. The Bureau may also accept a notification to a typical station in these bands, if the notifying administration so wishes, under the understanding that the subject notice form may be returned to the notifying administration at a later stage, if the Bureau’s examinations confirm that the notified geographical area of operation of the typical terrestrial station overlaps the coordination area of an earth station. Such a notice, when published in Part 1 of the BR IFIC, shall bear a special symbol making reference to this Rule of Procedure.
4	Assignments to any terrestrial stations in bands shared with space services with equal rights which exceed the limits of the terrestrial station parameters specified in Tables 8a, 8b, 8c and 8d of Appendix 7 and in No. 21.3 (No. 11.21).
The Board concluded that the first part of this provision is intended to afford appropriate protection to receiving earth stations when the terrestrial stations are using a high e.i.r.p. Given the variety of conditions specified in the referred Tables of Appendix 7, the Board decided that administrations shall submit an individual notice whenever the e.i.r.p. exceeds the following limits:
	50 dBW (for analogue modulation) and 37 dBW (for digital modulation), in any of the frequency bands below 3 GHz that are mentioned in Tables 8a and 8b;
	55 dBW (for analogue modulation)[footnoteRef:4]4 and 42 dBW (for digital modulation), in any of the frequency bands between 3 GHz and 15 GHz that are mentioned in Tables 8b and 8c; [4: 4 	The e.i.r.p. given in Tables 8c and 8d of Appendix 7 is derived from a total e.i.r.p. of 55 dBW.] 

	55 dBW (for analogue modulation)4 and 40 dBW (for digital modulation), in any of the frequency bands above 15 GHz that are mentioned in Tables 8c and 8d.
5	Assignments to terrestrial stations in the frequency bands listed in Table 21-2 (No. 11.21A).
The Board concluded that this provision is intended to protect the GSO. It should be applied to all terrestrial services in the bands referred to above, irrespective of their category of allocation.
6	Assignments to terrestrial stations which are governed by the procedure for seeking agreement under No. 9.21 (No. 11.21B).


11.28
Comparison of data with those submitted under Article 9
Number 11.28 does not refer to the need to compare the notified characteristics with those published in the Special Sections for advance publication, for coordination, and for results/status of the coordination. A frequency notice submitted under No. 11.2 or 11.9 whose characteristics differ from those published in a Special Section necessarily requires consideration by the Bureau for appropriate actions. The following actions shall be taken:
1)	The date of bringing into use of frequency assignments to a space station shall be compared with the date of receipt of the relevant complete information under No. 9.1 or 9.2 in the case of satellite networks or systems not subject to Section II of Article 9 or under No. 9.1A in the case of satellite networks or systems subject to Section II of Article 9. In the case that this period exceeds seven years, the notice is returned to the notifying administration with a recommendation to restart the Article 9 procedure.
2)	When the notified characteristics are different from those published in the Special Section relating to the advance publication submitted by an administration or automatically generated by the Bureau the need to re-apply the Article 9 procedure shall be examined under No. 9.2. If required, the notice is returned to the notifying administration with a recommendation to restart the Article 9 procedure.
3)	When the notified characteristics are different from those published in the Special Section relating to the advance publication of the coordination request as appropriate, the difference is assumed to have resulted from coordination.
4)	For practical reasons, the Bureau could not systematically undertake the comparison of coordination information contained in the notice form submitted under No. 11.2 or 11.9 and that from the voluminous correspondence from the coordination phase. The Board thus decided that the No. 11.32 examinations of the Bureau shall be based on the coordination information available from the notice forms (Boxes A5/A6). This information being the most up to date for the case under examination, the Bureau shall consider the notified data of the network submitted in the notice form as coordinated with those countries mentioned in Boxes A5/A6.


11.31
1	Provision No. 11.31.2 requires that the “other provisions” mentioned in No. 11.31 should be identified and included in the Rules of Procedure. This chapter intends to answer the above problem.
The regulatory examination under No. 11.31 includes the following[footnoteRef:5]5: [5: 5 	With respect to the application of this provision to assignments of the BSS submitted under Resolution 33 (Rev.WRC-15) see comments under Rules of Procedure concerning No. 23.13.] 

–	conformity with the Table of Frequency Allocations, including its footnotes and any Resolution or Recommendation which is referred to in such a footnote;
–	the successful application of No. 9.21, when mention is made of that provision in a footnote (see also Rules of Procedure relating to Nos. 9.21 and 11.37);
–	all “other” mandatory provisions that are contained in Articles 21 to 57, in Appendices to the Radio Regulations and/or in Resolutions that are relevant to the service in the frequency band in which a station of that service operates.
2	The list of these “other provisions”, referred to in No. 11.31.2, with respect to which the notices to stations in terrestrial (§ 2.1 to 2.5.2) or space services (§ 2.6 to 2.6.6) are examined, is given below:
2.1	Broadcasting service: Those contained in No. 23.7 concerning the power limit (50 kW) of the broadcasting transmitters operating in the Tropical bands in the frequency bands listed in No. 23.6.
2.2	Fixed service: Those of No. 24.2 which stipulate that F3E and G3E emissions are prohibited in the fixed service below 30 MHz.
2.3	Aeronautical mobile service: There are mandatory provisions only for the frequency bands that are allocated exclusively to the aeronautical mobile service. These provisions (obligatory channelling arrangement, permitted classes of emission, power limits) are contained in Appendices 26 and 27. The provisions of No. 43.4 also fall into this category of mandatory regulatory provisions, i.e. the prohibition of using the exclusive frequency allocations to the aeronautical mobile service for any kind of public correspondence.


2.4	Maritime mobile service: Most of them are related to the frequency bands that are allocated exclusively to the maritime mobile service (obligatory channelling arrangements, permitted classes of emission, power limits, etc.); however many of them are also applicable to the non-exclusive allocations to the maritime mobile service. A summary of the provisions that are applicable to the frequency assignments subject to notification is given in the Table below:

	
	Provision No.

	Power limits
	52.104
52.117, 52.127 (Region 1 only), 52.143, 52.144, 52.172 
52.184-52.186, 52.188, 52.202 (Region 1 only)
52.219, 52.220, 52.227, 52.265, 52.266

	Class of emission
	52.2, 52.3
52.101, 52.177, 52.183, 52.188, 52.198, 52.217

	Mandatory sub-division
	52.10 (Region 1 only), 52.13
Appendix 17



2.5	The list of these “other provisions”, referred to in No. 11.31.2, with respect to which notices to stations in terrestrial services[footnoteRef:6]6 in the bands that are shared with equal rights with space services are examined, is given below: [6: 6 	In bands shared by terrestrial and space radiocommunication services, the administration may use passive repeaters in the fixed service (radio-relay systems). While generally the passive repeater is situated close to the transmitting or receiving station, it usually involves a major change in the direction of the maximum radiation which may further affect the orbit; for this reason, the Board decided that administrations shall be requested to notify both parts of the link as separate stations, i.e., transmitting stations to passive repeater and passive repeater to receiving stations; and that each of the notices, containing information in accordance with Appendix 4, is treated as a separate assignment representing a separate station.] 

2.5.1	conformity with the limits concerning the maximum equivalent isotropically radiated power (e.i.r.p.), in the context of services and frequency bands indicated in Table 21‑2 (Nos. 21.3, 21.4, 21.5A and 21.6);
2.5.2	conformity with the limits concerning the power delivered by a transmitter to the antenna of a station in the fixed or mobile services (13 dBW in frequency bands between 1 GHz and 10 GHz, 10 dBW in frequency bands above 10 GHz), in the context of services and frequency bands indicated in Table 21-2 (Nos. 21.5 and 21.6).
2.6	The list of these “other provisions”, referred to in No. 11.31.2, applicable to space services, is given below so far as Articles 21 and 22 are concerned:


2.6.1	conformity with the power limits for earth stations as stipulated in provisions Nos. 21.8, 21.10 and 21.12, 21.13, 21.13A account being taken of Nos. 21.9 and 21.11 [footnoteRef:7]7, and in provisions 22.26 to 22.28 or 22.32 (as appropriate) under the conditions specified in 22.30, 22.31 and 22.34 to 22.39, where the earth stations are subject to those power limitations (see also § A.16 of Appendix 4); [7: 7 	See Rules of Procedure relating to No. 21.11.] 

2.6.2	conformity with the minimum angle of elevation of earth stations as stipulated in provisions Nos. 21.14 [footnoteRef:8]8 and 21.15; [8: 8 	See Rules of Procedure relating to No. 21.14.] 

2.6.3	conformity with the limits of power flux-density from space stations produced at the Earth’s surface as indicated in the Table 21-4 (No. 21.16), as well as with the epfd limits in Tables 22-1A to 22-1E (No. 22.5C), taking into account, as appropriate, the provisions of Nos. 21.17 and 22.5CA;
2.6.4	conformity with the limits of power flux-density from space stations produced at the GSO as indicated in Nos. 22.5 and 22.5A as well as with epfdis limits in Table 22-3 (No. 22.5F);
2.6.5	conformity with limit of equivalent power flux-density (epfd) from earth stations produced at the GSO (epfd) as indicated in the Table 22-2 (No. 22.5D);
2.6.6	conformity with the limit specified in Nos. 22.8, 22.13, 22.17 and 22.19.
3	Other provisions of Articles 21 and 22 will not be taken into account in the Regulatory examination under No. 11.31 and the Board understands that these provisions are to be applied between administrations.
4	(Not used)
5	Conformity with the Table of Frequency Allocations
The examination of conformity with the Table of Frequency Allocations consists of determining whether the assigned frequency and/or the necessary bandwidth of the emission is within the frequency band allocated to the service in which the station in question operates. Another element is to identify the category of the service according to the Table of Frequency Allocations. The following rules are applied in this connection:


5.1	Out-of band emissions: In the case where the assigned frequency is in a band which is not allocated to the service in which the station operates the notice receives an unfavourable regulatory finding. If the assigned frequency is on the edge of a band which is not allocated to the service the finding is also unfavourable.
5.2	Overlapping emissions: In the case where the assigned frequency is in the band which is allocated to the service, but the necessary bandwidth overlaps the immediately adjoining band which is not allocated to the service, the notice receives an unfavourable regulatory finding.
5.3	Receiving point of a terrestrial service is in a region where the service is not allocated: In the case of a circuit whose transmitting point is in a country, sub-Region or Region where the frequency is allocated to the service, but whose receiving point is not, an unfavourable regulatory finding is issued.
5.4	The relationship between the notifying administration and the territory in which the station is located is covered by Resolution 1 (Rev.WRC-97) (see also comments under the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 9.3 and Resolution 1 (Rev.WRC-97)). The notification of assignments to space stations raises the following questions:
–	Should there be any relation between the territory of the notifying administration and the orbital position of a space station in the case of worldwide allocations?
–	Should there be any such relation in the case of Regional allocations or allocations to a group of countries or to individual countries?
In reply to these questions the Board reached the following conclusions:
a)	In the case of worldwide allocations without a specific restriction in a footnote, any administration may notify any orbital position and any service area in any part of the Earth which is visible from the space station.
b)	When an allocation is made with territorial restrictions, such as for national use, the service area must then be limited to that territory.
c)	In the case of a Regional allocation, as the limits separating the three Regions do not refer to the geostationary-satellite orbit, the orbital position is not taken into consideration when determining if the Regional allocation is respected; only the service area is used to formulate a finding; this finding is favourable if the service area is entirely located in the Region to which the allocation is made and unfavourable otherwise. When there is no specific restriction in a footnote, any administration, pertaining or not to the Region to which the allocation is made, may notify any orbital position and any service area within the Region to which the allocation is made.


d)	The c) above applies equally to an allocation to a sub-Region or to a country.
e)	As indicated in c) and d) above, the service area notified by an administration is not necessarily the territory of the notifying administration. When the service area notified covers totally or partly the territory of another administration, it is assumed (unless advised to the contrary by an administration not accepting such practice) that an agreement exists between the administrations concerned. If, following the publication of an assignment in the BR IFIC, an administration objects to the notified service area, the Bureau informs the notifying administration of the comments received and will modify the service area only if the notifying administration so requests. 
f )	A space station has a “coverage area” which generally encompasses the “service area”. Article 1 does not contain a definition for these terms; however, the definitions given in Annex 5 to Appendix 30 may be used. Generally the coverage area results in an unavoidable transmission over the territory of other countries and the comments made in e) above do not apply to such unavoidable overlap.
5.5	Categories of allocation: In the case when the assigned bandwidth overlaps two frequency bands that are both allocated to the service in question, with different categories of allocation, the favourable regulatory finding is accompanied by the indication of the status derived from the lowest of the two categories of allocation.
5.6	Tropical broadcasting bands: The frequency bands listed in No. 23.6 are allocated on a shared basis to the tropical broadcasting, to fixed and mobile services (see also No. 5.113). In the Tropical Zone (No. 5.16-5.21) the broadcasting service has priority over the other services in these frequency bands and the frequency assignments to services other than the broadcasting service are indicated so as to show their lower status with respect to the frequency assignments to stations in the broadcasting service, while retaining their status with respect to the non-broadcasting assignments from both inside and outside the Tropical Zone (Symbol V in Column 13B2).
6	The No. 11.31 examination relative to the successful application of No. 9.21 shall be made on the basis of the information on the status of the coordination agreement available to the Bureau in the Form of Notice.
7	The examination under Articles 21 and 22 may result in cases where the limits stipulated in these Articles are exceeded. When the agreement of other administrations is foreseen, the Bureau will formulate a favourable finding under No. 11.31 only if it is informed that such agreement exists. This agreement is treated by the Bureau separately from the coordination agreement.


11.32
1	Examination of a frequency assignment to a space station
The literal application of this provision would lead to the examination of the notified assignment with any station identified in application of No. 9.27 while this examination or a major part of it was already done during the application of the coordination procedure. The Board adopted a practical approach which consists of the following:
a)	Calculations with respect to networks of an administration indicated in the notice as having given its agreement to the coordination Nos. 9.7 or 9.7B are not carried out, assuming that any difference that may exist between the notified characteristics and those published in the relevant Special Section under Nos. 9.7 or 9.7B is coordinated with and accepted by this administration.
b)	If all administrations identified in the relevant Special Sections mentioned above are not included in Boxes A5/A6 without any reference to § 6 of Appendix 5 or No. 11.32A, the notice shall be sent back to the administration with an unfavourable finding with respect to No. 11.32. For practical reasons, when an unfavourable finding with respect to No. 11.32 is given at this stage, the examination under No. 11.31 shall not be performed.
	(See Circular Letter No. 104 of 10 August 1998 and Rules of Procedure under No. 9.52C.)
c)	In order to identify other administrations that may be affected, the notified characteristics are compared with those published in the Special Section mentioned above and, if they are identical or covered by those published in these Special Sections, the result of calculations/examination already made for these Special Sections is used.
d)	If the notified characteristics are different from those published, calculations are made on the basis of Appendix 5 and, if additional administrations (other than those listed in corresponding Special Sections in Boxes A5/A6) which either receive more interference or cause more interference due to the modified characteristics than that previously received or caused are identified, an unfavourable finding shall be given and the notice form shall be returned to the notifying administration. The notifying administration would be requested to publish a modification to the Special Section in question and initiate coordination with administrations identified in that modified Special Section. If there is no additional administration which would receive more interference or cause more interference due to the modified characteristics than that previously received or caused is identified, a favourable finding shall be given. See also the Rules of Procedure relating to No. 9.27.


2	Examination of a frequency assignment to an earth station with respect to the application of Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13
a)	This examination would normally involve the application of Table 5-1 of Appendix 5 with respect to the space network to the space network coordination to each frequency assignment of each earth station, the comparison of the results so obtained with the values corresponding to the already published or notified earth stations, and the identification of the administrations affected.
b)	It was noted that in practice, when coordinating their satellite networks, administrations usually take account of the earth stations whether their characteristics were published or not. WARC Orb-88 considered the complexity of the procedures of former Articles 11 (now 9) and 13 (now 11), mainly with respect to their application to earth stations and decided to adopt a network coordination approach. In view of the above, the Board decided that the following simplified procedure should be applied.
2.1	Examination of an assignment to an earth station received for the first time
The examination of frequency assignments to earth stations with respect to the application of Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 shall be carried out by verifying the status of the corresponding assignments to the associated space station (i.e. the satellite network).
2.1.1	Case where the space station’s assignments are recorded in the Master Register
a)	In the case of a space station recorded with a favourable No. 11.32 finding (successfully coordinated or not requiring coordination), the assignment to the associated earth station shall be assumed to have been coordinated and shall be given a favourable No. 11.32 finding with the following indication in Boxes A5/A6 of Part II‑S of the BR IFIC:
–	Z/9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 as the case may be/--- (see Preface) followed by the names of administrations appearing in Boxes A5/A6 under the symbol 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 as the case may be/--- of the associated space station (if no administration is listed because of application of § 6 of Appendix 5, only Z/9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 as the case may be will be indicated); and
–	numbers 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 as the case may be/--- followed by the names of administrations indicated in the Form of Notice of the earth station, if appropriate.


b)	If, after the publication of such an assignment to an earth station in Part II of the BR IFIC, any administration objects to the Bureau’s action described in a) above the Bureau shall examine the already recorded assignment to the earth station with respect to Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 by applying the criteria and method prescribed in Appendix 5. As a result of this examination, the Bureau will either review or retain the finding initially reached on the assignment in question and, in either case, will communicate its conclusions to the administration which had objected to the recording.
c)	The approach of a) and b) above was extended to the case of a space station recorded with a favourable No. 11.32A finding (examination of the probability of harmful interference). The assignment of the associated earth station shall be given a favourable No. 11.32 finding with respect to the application of Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 with the appropriate indications, in Boxes A5/A6, as described in a) above.
d)	The approach of a) and b) above was likewise extended to the case of a space station recorded under No. 11.41 (unfavourable No. 11.32A finding). The assignment of the earth station shall be given a favourable No. 11.32 finding with respect to the application of Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 with the appropriate indications, in Boxes A5/A6, as described in a) above, and Z/11.41 followed by the names of the relevant administrations appearing in Boxes A5/A6 of the associated space station under the symbol 11.41.
e)	In the case of an associated space station recorded with an unfavourable finding under No. 11.36 (operating in accordance with No. 4.4), the earth station will be given a regulatory (No. 11.31) finding and, if applicable, a coordination conformity finding, independent from the unfavourable regulatory Finding of the space station. The coordination conformity finding shall nevertheless only concern its conformity with the coordination procedure under Nos. 9.15, 9.17, 9.17A, and 9.19. When recorded, a symbol describing the situation will also be added to the assignment to mean that the earth station has this status only with respect to coordination with terrestrial services; and with respect to earth stations operating in the opposite direction of transmission; and has no recognized status in the space network coordination context (Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13).
2.1.2	Case where the space station’s assignments are not recorded in the Master Register
This category may include the following cases:
a)	a space station for which the procedure of Section II of Article 9 is applicable and not yet communicated to the Bureau under Nos. 9.30 and 9.32;


b)	a space station in the process of coordination (the coordination procedure not yet completed and the space station not yet notified under No. 11.15);
c)	a space station successfully completed the procedure of Article 9 but not yet notified to the Bureau under No. 11.15;
d)	a space station notified (No. 11.15) but returned to the administration with an unfavourable finding Nos. 11.31 or 11.32 and 11.32A; and
e)	a space station already notified (No. 11.15) but not yet recorded (being processed by the Bureau).
2.1.2.1	Starting from the principle that the leading element of a space network is the space station and that it would be misleading to record in the Master Register earth stations for which a space station (network) is not recorded, the Board decided that an earth station cannot be recorded in the Master Register before its associated space station. Consequently the earth stations of categories of § 2.1.2 a) to d) above will be given an unfavourable No. 11.32 finding.
2.1.2.2	The earth station notices of category of § 2.1.2 e) above shall be processed by the Bureau together with the associated space station and the No. 11.32 finding with respect to the application of Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 will be given in accordance with the finding of the space station either in application of § 2.1.1 a) (Favourable finding) or 2.1.2.1 (Unfavourable finding).
2.1.3	Earth stations outside the service area of the associated space station
Earth stations outside the service area of the associated space station shall be given an unfavourable No. 11.32 finding with respect to the application of Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13 as appropriate, assuming that the coordination of the associated space station could not have taken account of earth stations outside the service area.
2.2	Examination of a modification of a recorded assignment to an earth station
The modification of an assignment to an earth station may concern:
–	the modification of the orbital position of the associated space station; or
–	the replacement of the associated space station with another one; or
–	the modification of any other characteristic(s).


2.2.1	Modification of the orbital position of the associated space station
The modification of the orbital position of the associated space station may affect other satellite networks and may have led the administration responsible for the space station to re-apply the coordination procedure. The Bureau assumes that the concerned earth stations were taken into account in the coordination of the modification of the associated space station and consequently will apply the rules indicated in § 2.1 above.
2.2.2	Replacement of the associated space station
The Board considers that the replacement of the associated space station results in the earth station participating in a different network. Consequently, the notification of the modification will be considered as a first notification, the notice will be modified, and the administration will be informed accordingly. The examination under No. 11.32 with respect to application of Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13, as appropriate will be carried out as indicated in § 2.1 above.
2.2.3	Modification of other characteristics
The Board assumes that the modified characteristics of concerned earth stations were also taken into account in the coordination of the associated space station and consequently will apply the Rules indicated in § 2.1 above.
2.3	Cancellation of the space station’s assignment
If the space station’s assignment is cancelled by the notifying administration, the Bureau shall review the earth station(s) associated with that space station and in accordance with No. 13.13 suggest to the notifying administration to either cancel or suitably modify the basic characteristics of the entry.
3	Examination of a frequency assignment to an earth station with respect to the application of Nos. 9.15, 9.17, 9.17A and 9.19
See comments under the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 9.27 (§ 3.1 and 3.2).


4	Examination of frequency assignment notices to stations in terrestrial services in the bands shared with equal rights with space services
4.1	In its examinations of a frequency assignment notice for a station of a terrestrial service, in the bands shared with equal rights with space services, from the point of view of its conformity with the procedures relating to coordination with respect to earth stations of other administrations, the Bureau takes into account those earth stations which are recorded in the Master Register. To this effect, the Bureau uses the coordination contour associated to the respective earth station and calculated in accordance with the calculation method and parameters being in force at the time of notification of the earth station.
If, within a period of three years following the date of notification[footnoteRef:9]9 of the terrestrial station, the Bureau receives a comment from another administration, indicating that the concerned assignment was included in a coordination procedure initiated by this later administration pursuant to No. 9.29 in respect to its earth station(s) coordination under No. 9.15 or 9.17, and was not agreed to, or was agreed with different technical characteristics, the Bureau will review the situation in accordance with the relevant provisions of Article 14 and will proceed accordingly. [9: 9 	In cases where the Bureau is not in a position to publish notification data under No. 11.28 within three years following the date of notification, a comment received three months after the date of publication shall be taken into account by the Bureau.] 

5	Examination of frequency assignment notices to earth stations operating in the opposite direction of transmission
5.1	In its examinations of a frequency assignment notice to an earth station operating in the opposite direction of transmission, from the point of view of its conformity with the procedures relating to coordination with respect to earth stations of other administrations, the Bureau takes into account those earth stations which are recorded in the Master Register.
If, within a period of three years following the date of notification9 of the earth station operating in the opposite direction of transmission, the Bureau receives a comment from another administration, indicating that the concerned assignment was included in a coordination procedure initiated by this later administration pursuant to No. 9.29 in respect to its earth station(s) coordination under No. 9.17A, and was not agreed to, or was agreed with different technical characteristics, the Bureau will review the situation in accordance with the relevant provisions of Article 14 and will proceed accordingly.


6	Examination of frequency assignments to an inter-satellite link 
of a geostationary space station communicating with a non-geostationary space station
6.1	The Board noted the specific nature of inter-satellite links where one end of the link is on a GSO space station and the other on a non-GSO space station. Under Article 9 (No. 9.7) there is a requirement to effect coordination for frequency assignments of GSO networks, but there is no similar requirement for assignments of non-GSO networks. It is thus unclear whether coordination under Section II of Article 9 applies:
a)	to both ends of the inter-satellite link, i.e. to the GSO as well as to the non-GSO station of the link, thus rendering the entire link coordinated (as is the case in all other forms of coordination); or
b)	only to the GSO station of the inter-satellite link, leaving the other end uncoordinated; or
c)	to none of the stations of the inter-satellite link, leaving the entire inter-satellite link uncoordinated (as is the case when coordination does not apply, e.g. non-GSO networks).
6.2	In view of the above, the Board decided that, until WRC clarifies this matter, assignments in inter-satellite links between GSO and non-GSO space stations shall be treated as follows:
6.2.1	The general description of the inter-satellite link shall be send to the Bureau for advance publication in accordance with Sub-Section IA of Article 9.
6.2.2	Provisionally, these assignments shall not be considered as being subject to the coordination procedure under Section II of Article 9.
6.2.3	At notification stage, no finding shall be given under 11.32 (Column 13A2) and symbol “K” will be inserted in Column 13B2 with the following meaning:
“K”:	this frequency assignment to an inter-satellite link of a geostationary space station communicating with a non-geostationary space station is not taken into account by the Bureau in its examination under No. 11.32.
6.3	Cases already recorded in the Master Register by the Bureau shall not be reviewed under this Rule.
6.4	This Rule applies to links between GSO and non-GSO satellites in all frequency bands allocated to inter-satellite service as well as to other space services in the space-to-space direction, with the exception of cases where the need for coordination is explicitly stipulated in the Radio Regulations. In particular, this Rule does not apply to cases in which the need for coordination under No. 9.11A, 9.12A or 9.13, as the case may be, is mentioned in a footnote to the Table of Frequency Allocations (see also the Rule of Procedure relating to No. 9.11A).


Note: WRC-15 took the decision related to the RoP on No. 11.32 during the 8th Plenary, Par. 1.39 to 1.42 of Doc. CMR15/505, Approval of Doc. CMR15/416 in relation to section 3.2.3.2 of Doc. 4 (Add2) (Rev1), as follows:
“Taking into account the fact that affected administrations can submit information on a different coordination status at any time before or after Part II-S publications, and in order not to unduly delay the processing of notification submissions, the Bureau is examining the notification information under No. 11.32 as follows:
i)	If the enquiry process is completed before the Bureau’s Weekly Approval Meeting, then the coordination status based on the results of the enquiry will be taken into account in the formulation of findings;
ii)	If the enquiry process is not yet completed before the Bureau’s Weekly Approval Meeting, the findings with respect to the affected administration will be based on the coordination status submitted by the notifying administration at the time of notification. The Bureau will then take appropriate action, whether to review or not the findings, after the conclusion of the Bureau’s enquiry process.”
11.32A
The calculation method to assess the probability of harmful interference and the criteria for the formulation of the findings of the Bureau for the coordination under No. 9.7 are contained in the Rules of Procedure B3 except for the cases mentioned in No. 11.32A.2 and Resolution 762 (WRC‑15).
11.34
1	Bands governed by Appendix 25
1.1	With regard to these examinations of conformity with the allotment Plan of Appendix 25, the Board took into consideration the following elements:
1.1.1	The “original” Plan, produced at the MWARC-74, contains only an indication of the allotment areas on the given channel. The conformity of the relevant assignments with the allotments was checked using that information and the other general mandatory provisions of the Radio Regulations concerning the channelling arrangement, the class of emission and the transmitter power.


1.1.2	The updates of the Plan, through the application of the procedure of the former Article 16 of the Radio Regulations (edition of 1990, revised in 1994) and Section I of Appendix 25, contain more data, notably information of the transmitter power, characteristics of the antenna, hours of operation and service area as a result of the coordination with the administrations concerned. Consequently, the characteristics of the notified assignments have to correspond to the characteristics resulting from the coordination.
1.1.3	For the purpose of the implementation of Resolution 325 (Mob-87)[footnoteRef:10]*, the ex‑IFRB asked for (and obtained) more precise data concerning the intended use of the new channels, which were made available by WARC Mob-87. However, many administrations indicated that the subject information had to be considered as a working assumption, since the definitive characteristics would depend on the established allotment arrangement (number of allotments per channel, characteristics of the other allotments and the actual use of the allotments by other administrations). Consequently, the characteristics of the allotments entered in the new channels of the Appendix 25 Plan, as indicated in ex-IFRB Circular-letter No. 860 of 22 March 1991, are considered as working assumptions only and not as compulsory conditions. [10: * 	Note by the Secretariat: 	This Resolution was suppressed by WRC-95.] 

1.1.4	However, the inclusion of the new allotments in the former channels of the Appendix 25 Plan, pursuant to Resolution 325 (Mob-87)*, has been performed on the insistence of the administration concerned and the search for the least affected channel has been effected on the basis of very firm characteristics of the relevant requirement (power, hours of operation, peak hours of operation, service area, traffic information). If the characteristics had been different, the least affected channel would have been different.
1.2	In view of the above, the Board decided to adopt the following rules concerning the examination of the frequency assignments notices, under No. 11.34, from the point of view of their conformity with the corresponding allotments of the Appendix 25 Plan:
1.2.1	The characteristics of the frequency assignment notices, which correspond to the allotments of the “original” Appendix 25 Plan (as adopted by the MWARC-74), or to the allotments entered in the new channels of the Appendix 25 Plan pursuant to Resolution 325 (Mob-87)*, which were made available by WARC Mob-87, will be checked only with respect to the general conditions concerning the use of the channels for duplex radiotelephony (conformity with the channelling arrangement of Section I, Sub-Section A, of Part B of Appendix 17: conformity with Nos. 52.177, 52.217, 52.219 and 52.220) and, where applicable, with respect to the conditions contained in the Appendix 25 Plan concerning the location of the transmitting coast station;


1.2.2	The characteristics of the frequency assignment notices, which correspond to the allotments entered in the Appendix 25 Plan pursuant to the application of the procedures of the former Article 16 of the Radio Regulations, or the procedure of Section I of Appendix 25, as well as those entered in the former channels of the Appendix 25 Plan in accordance with § 5 of the Annex to Resolution 325 (Mob-87)[footnoteRef:11]* (determination for the least affected channel pursuant to the insistence of the administration), will be checked with respect to their conformity with all conditions stipulated against the relevant allotment in the Appendix 25 Plan (i.e. location of the transmitting coast station vis-à-vis the allotment area, power limit, hours of operation). [11: * 	Note by the Secretariat: This Resolution was suppressed by WRC-95.] 

1.2.3	The non-conformity with the relevant characteristics of the Appendix 25 Plan will result in an unfavourable finding under No. 11.34 and the modification of these characteristics will be subject to the application of the procedure of Section I of Appendix 25 to the Radio Regulations.
2	Bands governed by Regional allotment or assignment Plans
2.1	The following action shall be taken by the Bureau when the examination of a notice shows that it is not in conformity with a Plan annexed to a Regional Agreement:
2.1.1	The frequency assignments in the bands governed by Regional Agreements that are referred to explicitly in the Table of Frequency Allocations shall be treated in the following manner:
2.1.1.1	the frequency assignment notices submitted without reference to No. 4.4 shall be returned to the notifying administration;
2.1.1.2	the frequency assignment notices submitted under the provisions of No. 4.4 shall be recorded with an unfavourable finding regarding No. 11.31 and under the conditions of No. 4.4.
2.2	The frequency assignments in the bands governed by Regional Agreements that are not referred to explicitly in the Table of Frequency Allocations shall be treated in the following manner:
2.2.1	For the Agreements that allow the possibility of bringing into use assignments that are not in accordance with the relevant Plan (i.e. GE75, RJ81, GE85-MM-R1, GE85‑EMA and GE06): the assignment shall be examined according to the conditions specified in the Agreements and if the conditions are fulfilled, the assignment shall be recorded accordingly. If the conditions are not fulfilled the assignments shall be treated in accordance with § 2.2.2 below, with the exception of the submissions governed by the GE06 Agreement.


2.2.2	For the Agreements that contain no indication as to bringing into use assignments that are not in accordance with the relevant Plan (i.e. in the bands governed by the Regional Agreements ST61, GE84 and GE89) the notice shall be returned to the administration with a suggestion to apply the necessary procedure or make the necessary modifications to the notice, in order to be in conformity with the Plan. However, if the administration insists on reconsideration of the notice, the assignment shall be recorded with a favourable finding under No. 11.31 together with the name(s) of the administration(s) whose Plan assignments are likely to be affected, indicating that with respect to this (these) administration(s) the recorded assignment will be operated under the conditions of not causing harmful interference to, and not claiming protection from harmful interference caused by, a station operating in conformity with the Plan.
2.2.3	The submissions governed by the GE06 Agreement, which are not in accordance with the broadcasting Plans or the List of assignments to other primary terrestrial services, shall be treated in accordance with the applicable procedures, as stipulated in Article 5 of the GE06 Agreement.
11.36
See comments under the Rules of Procedure relating to No. 4.4 concerning frequency bands which are prohibited from any other use than that indicated in the Radio Regulations.
11.37
An assignment can be recorded in the Master Register with reference to No. 4.4 only in the case of an unfavourable finding with respect to No. 11.31 e.g. non-conformity with the Table of Frequency Allocations (see No. 11.36). This implies that No. 4.4 is also applicable to non-conformity with the coordination requirement under No. 9.21 when this provision is referred to in a footnote of the Table (see No. 11.31.1). A consequence of the above is that an assignment which is in conformity with the Table of Frequency Allocations but for which the relevant coordination procedure (e.g. Nos. 9.7 to 9.19) has not been completed cannot be recorded under No. 4.4. There are other provisions (e.g. Nos. 11.32A, 11.33 and 11.41) which may lead, in given circumstances, to recording when the coordination has not been successfully effected.


11.41 and 11.41.2
The provisions of No. 11.41.2 require the notifying administration, when submitting notices in application of No. 11.41, to indicate to the Bureau that efforts have been made to effect coordination with those administrations whose assignments were the basis of the unfavourable findings under No. 11.38, without success. In the absence of such an indication, a resubmission under No. 11.41 after a notice is returned under No. 11.38 shall be considered as not receivable and returned to the administration.
11.43A
1	Modification of a space network may take place during the coordination process; this case is covered in the comments under the Rules of Procedure concerning Nos. 9.27 (§ 3), 9.58, 11.28 and 11.32.
2	With respect to applicable procedures for cases of modifications to assignments to satellite networks which are recorded in the Master Register, WARC Orb-88 decided that, in the case of geostationary satellite networks, any modification to the basic characteristics of an assignment, in the application of No. 11.43A (former RR No. 1548), should be subject only to the coordination procedure (Section II of Article 9). If the modification concerns the notification of assignment(s) in frequency band(s) not covered by other assignment(s) already recorded in the Master Register, No. 11.43A does not apply and it will be processed under No. 11.2 or 11.9, as appropriate.
The purpose of the examination under No. 11.43A is to determine whether the coordination requirements remained unchanged or, where appropriate, whether the probability of harmful interference has not increased (see also the Rules of Procedure concerning Nos. 11.28 and 11.32). In these cases, the provisions of No. 11.43B apply with the effect of maintaining unchanged the status (Findings) and the date of receipt of the assignment. If, due to the modifications, new coordination requirements are identified by comparing the level of interference (such as T/T ) resulted from consideration of the initial characteristics and that of modified characteristics, then an unfavourable finding shall be given and the Form of Notice shall be returned to the notifying administration. The notifying administration should be requested to apply Section II of Article 9. findings with respect to No. 11.32 are determined on the basis of the coordination agreements effected to meet the new coordination requirements. In the case, where the provisions of Nos. 11.32A and 11.33 are applicable and the examinations show an increase in the probability of harmful interference compared with that which resulted from the initial examination, then the finding is unfavourable and the notice shall be returned in accordance with provision No. 11.38. See also the Rules of Procedure under No. 11.43B.


3	The reference in Nos. 11.44, 11.44.1, 11.47 and 11.48 to the seven year regulatory period should be considered as five years from the date of receipt by the Bureau of the notification of the modification referred to in No. 11.43A. (See also the comments made under the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 11.44B).
4	Modification of an earth station by changing the associated space station or the associated beam so far as No. 11.32 is concerned is covered in the comments under the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 11.32 in § 2.2.2 and 2.2.3.
5	When the modification of a frequency assignment to an earth station is examined in application of Nos. 9.15, 9.17 and 9.17A, the coordination distance is calculated in each azimuth and the coordination under Nos. 9.15, 9.17 and 9.17A is required only with those countries on whose territory the coordination distance is increased owing to the modification (see comments under the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 9.27 (§ 3.1 and 3.2)).
6	When the modification of a frequency assignment is examined in application of No. 9.19, the power flux-density of the transmitting station (terrestrial station or FSS earth station) with modified characteristics is calculated at the edge of the BSS service area and the coordination under No. 9.19 is required only with those countries where the power flux‑density limit at the edge of the BSS service area is increased as the result of modification of characteristics of the transmitting station and is above the permissible level (see comments under the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 9.27 (§ 3.1 and 3.2)).
11.43B
1	This provision specifies that a change in the characteristics shall be examined when appropriate with respect to Nos. 11.32 to 11.34, as appropriate.
1.1	In the case of the examination of space networks under No. 11.32 or 11.32A, the comments under No. 11.43A indicate the cases which should not be considered as modifications but as first notifications (with new date of receipt). These examinations should be carried out by checking the application of § 6 a) to 6 c) of Appendix 5. In cases where there is no calculation method and/or criteria to check the application of these provisions (e.g. coordination requirement for Nos. 9.12 and 9.13), the Bureau shall treat these modifications as new notifications of assignments. Number 11.43B refers to an increase in the probability of harmful interference. The probability of harmful interference (C/I ) is calculated in the examination of Nos. 11.32A and 11.33 only. The examination of No. 11.32 is made using the threshold/condition specified in Appendix 5.
1.2	It should be noted that in the examination under No. 11.32A, assignments published under No. 9.38 or 9.58 but not yet notified are also taken into account. Therefore, for practical reasons, in application of this provision, these assignments shall be also taken into account in addition to assignments already recorded in the Master Register.


2	This provision makes reference to the “original date of entry in the Master Register”. The Board considers this date to be the date of receipt of the original notice. However, with respect to the notices received prior to 1 January 1999, the Board considers this date equivalent to the date recorded in Column 2A, 2B, or 2D, as appropriate.
11.43C
The Board concluded that the resubmitted assignments will be recorded only if the finding with respect to No. 11.31 remained favourable.
11.44
1	The information concerning the date of bringing into use is to be provided in the following occasions:
–	in AP4 notice forms when submitted under No. 11.15; and
–	in the confirmation of the date of bringing into use under Nos. 11.44.2, 11.47 and 11.44B.
It should be noted that the information concerning the date of bringing into use shall be provided for each assignment or group of assignments. (See also the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 11.44B). 
2	The Board considered the information to be provided for the bringing into use of any frequency assignment to space stations of a non-geostationary satellite system in the FSS or MSS prior to the adoption of regulatory provisions by a future world radiocommunication conference and concluded as follows:
In order to consider any frequency assignment to a space station of a non-geostationary satellite system as having been brought into use, the notifying administration has to inform the Bureau that at least one space station with the confirmed capability of transmitting or receiving that frequency assignment has been deployed for a continuous period of ninety days on one of the notified orbital planes of the non-geostationary satellite system, irrespective of the notified number of orbital planes and satellites per orbital plane in the system. The notifying administration shall so inform the Bureau within thirty days from the end of the ninety day period. A frequency assignment to a space station of a non-geostationary satellite system with a notified date of bringing into use more than 120 days prior to the date of receipt of the notification information shall also be considered as having being brought into use if the notifying administration confirms, when submitting the notification information for this assignment, that at least one space station with the capability of transmitting or receiving that frequency assignment has been deployed on one of the notified orbital planes of the non-geostationary satellite system and maintained for a continuous period of time from the notified date of bringing into use until the date of receipt of the notification information for this frequency assignment. The date of deployment of the first satellite at its intended orbit shall be within the seven-year time limit for bringing frequency assignments to a space station into use under No. 11.44.


11.44B
1	This provision concerns the bringing into use of a frequency assignment to a space station in the geostationary-satellite orbit. In order to consider such a frequency assignment as having been brought into use, the notifying administration has to inform the Bureau within thirty days from the end of the ninety-day period during which a space station in the geostationary satellite orbit with the capability of transmitting or receiving that frequency assignments has been deployed and maintained continuously at the notified orbital location.
2	The Board carefully studied the relationship between the various provisions related to bringing into use of frequency assignments for a GSO satellite network under Nos. 11.43A, 11.44, 11.44.2, 11.44.3, 11.44B, 11.44B.1, 11.44B.2 and 11.47 and concluded that the Bureau will apply the following procedure.
3	No. 11.44[footnoteRef:12]10 establishes the regulatory  time limit for bringing frequency assignments to a space station into use and states that the Bureau shall cancel those frequency assignments which are not brought into use within the required regulatory period. Nos. 11.44B and 11.44B.2 established the conditions upon which a frequency assignment to a space station in the geostationary-satellite orbit shall be considered as having been brought into use. The Bureau will record the date of the commencement of the ninety-day period defined in No. 11.44B, or the date provided by the administration in accordance with No. 11.44B.2, as the notified date of bringing into use (see No. 11.44.2). The date of bringing into use of an assignment will be made available on the BR web with indication of status of confirmation and subsequently be published in PART II-S of the BR IFIC if the assignment is to be recorded in MIFR. In the absence of the confirmation information under No. 11.44B 
and No. 11.44B.2, the Bureau shall cancel the assignments provisionally recorded in the 
MIFR under No. 11.44[footnoteRef:13]11 and/or delete the relevant special sections under No. 11.48[footnoteRef:14]12, as appropriate. [12: 10 	Similarly applicable to §§4.1.3 or 4.1.3bis or 4.2.6 or 4.2.6bis of Article 4 of Appendices 30 and 30A and §§6.1 or 6.31bis, and 6.33 of Article 6 of Appendix 30B.]  [13: 11 	Similarly applicable to §5.3.1 of Article 5 of Appendices 30 and 30A and §8.16 of Article 8 of Appendix 30B.]  [14: 12 	Similarly applicable to §§4.1.3 or 4.1.3bis or 4.2.6 or 4.2.6bis of Article 4 of Appendices 30 and 30A and §6.33 of Article 6 of Appendix 30B.] 

4	Frequency assignments for which an administration has submitted notification information for recording in the MIFR without submitting the mandatory information required under provision No. 11.44B, will be recorded provisionally in the MIFR. Thereafter, at the end of the period provided under No. 11.44, the Bureau shall act in accordance with the provisions of No. 11.47 and/or No. 11.44B.
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11.47
The reference in No. 11.47 to No. 11.44 and its regulatory period should be considered as five years from the date of receipt of a notice of a change referred to in No. 11.43A. (See also the comments made under the Rules of Procedure concerning No. 11.43A and No. 11.44B).
11.48
Note: WRC-15 took the decision related to RR No. 11.48 during the 8th Plenary, Par. 1.39 to 1.42 of Doc. CMR15/505, Approval of Doc. CMR15/416 in relation to Section 2.2.2, as follows:
“WRC-15 noted the inconsistency between RR No. 11.48 and § 8 of Annex 1 to Resolution 552 (WRC-12)[footnoteRef:15]* and confirmed its understanding that frequency assignments of satellite networks operating in the 21.4-22 GHz band shall be cancelled by the Bureau 30 days after the end of the seven-year period following the date of receipt by the Bureau of the relevant complete information under RR No. 9.1 or 9.2, as appropriate, and after the end of the three-year period following the date of suspension under RR No. 11.49[footnoteRef:16]**.” [15: * 	Note by the Secretariat: This Resolution was revised by WRC-15.]  [16: ** Note by the Secretariat: WRC-15 further amended the provisions of No. 11.49. As a consequence, the “three-year period following the date of suspension” is understood to refer to the end of the maximum period of suspension under No. 11.49.] 

(ADD RRB18/78)
Actions from the Bureau following a Board decision to grant an extension for bringing into use frequency assignments to a satellite network
When the Board decides to grant an extension of the regulatory time limit for bringing into use frequency assignments to a satellite network in cases of force majeure or co-passenger delay, this raises the question of whether the deadline for the submission of Resolution 49 (Rev.WRC-15) and notification information should also be extended. Indeed, No. 11.48 does not only relate to the bringing into use, but also requires that the Radiocommunication Bureau receives the first notice for recording of the frequency assignments under No. 11.15 and the due diligence information under Resolution 49 (Rev.WRC-15) before the end of the 7-year regulatory period.
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Unless explicitly decided otherwise by the Board, an extension of the date of bringing into use of frequency assignments to a satellite network does not imply an extension of the regulatory deadline for submitting the notification and Resolution 49 (Rev.WRC-15) information under No. 11.48, because such information about the planned frequency usage and coordination status would be useful to other administrations in the planning of their satellite projects and their coordination activities. Consequently, in cases where this information has not been provided before the decision of the Board to grant an extension of the deadline for bringing into use, the Bureau will inform the notifying administration after the Board decision that it still has to provide, within the 7-year period and in accordance with No. 11.48, the notification and Resolution 49 (Rev.WRC-15) information pertaining to the satellite that faced a case of force majeure or a co-passenger delay.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If, before the end of the period of extension or within one year following the Board’s decision to grant an extension, whichever is earlier, the notifying administration has not provided to the Bureau updated Resolution 49 (Rev. WRC-15) information for the new satellite under procurement, the related frequency assignments shall lapse. If, one month before the above-mentioned deadline, the notifying administration has not provided to the Bureau updated Resolution 49 (Rev. WRC-15) information, the Bureau shall promptly send a reminder to the notifying administration.
11.49 and 11.49.1[footnoteRef:17]13 [17: 13 	Similarly applicable to §§5.2.10 and 5.2.11 of Article 5 of Appendices 30 and 30A and §8.17 of Article 8 of Appendix 30B.] 

1	Suspended assignments
1.1		Under the provisions of No. 11.49, the Board understands that an administration may inform the Bureau of the suspension of the use of a frequency assignment to a space station for a period not exceeding three years and that during this period the frequency assignment shall still continue to enjoy the protection acquired by virtue of the coordination agreements already obtained.
1.2	The Board decided that the procedure described below shall apply. The procedure will only be valid for suspended assignments which are not modified before being brought back into use.
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2	Recording of a suspension of use
2.1	When the Bureau is informed, either under No. 11.49 or in response to an inquiry under No. 13.6, that the use of a frequency assignment to a space station recorded in the Master Register is suspended, this information is published in the relevant Part of the BR IFIC and posted on the BR web page maintained for that purpose (in order to inform all administrations) and the entry in the Master Register will be amended to include the expected date of resumption of use indicated by the notifying administration.
2.2	Frequency assignments to space stations whose suspension is notified for a period of not more than three years will continue to be taken into account for the purposes of the examination of other assignments in accordance with Nos. 9.36, 11.31.1, 11.32, 11.32A and 11.33 until the time that the consultation concerning their resumption of use is completed (see § 2.4 below).
2.3	Frequency assignments to space stations whose suspension is notified for a period of more than three years will not be taken into account for the purpose of examinations of other assignments under Nos. 9.36, 11.31.1, 11.32 and 11.32A, and 11.33 as of the date of such notification or after confirmation from the administration of the period of suspension exceeding three years and shall be cancelled.
2.4	Consultation concerning resumption of use of an assignment
At the expiry of the period of suspension of the use of a frequency assignment, the notifying administration is consulted as to the date of resumption of use. According to the results of the consultation, the Bureau will apply the following procedures:
2.4.1	When the administration informs that the use has been resumed this information is published in PART II-S of the BR IFIC and/or posted on the webpage as appropriate, provided that the effective date of resumption indicated by the administration is prior to the date limit for the resumption of use established in accordance with No. 11.49. Where the resumption of frequency assignments pertains to a GSO satellite network, the Bureau will publish the resumption in PART II-S of the BR IFIC only when the notifying administration confirms the deployment and maintenance of the GSO satellite network in accordance with the provision No.11.49.1. See also Resolution 40 (WRC-15).
2.4.2	When the administration notifies that the use will be resumed at a date subsequent to the date limit for the resumption of use established in accordance with No. 11.49, these assignments shall be cancelled according to the provision No. 11.49. For those assignments for which the use would be resumed later than the date limit established in accordance with No. 11.49, the administration responsible for the assignment shall apply again the relevant procedure of Article 9, Appendix 30, 30A and 30B, as appropriate.


Note: WRC-15 took the decision related to the RoP on Nos. 11.49 and 11.49.1 during the 12th Plenary, Par. 3.1 to 3.8 of Doc. CMR15/509, Approval of Document CMR15/453, as follows:
“WRC-15 decided to invite the Radio Regulations Board, in its application of No. 11.49 as revised by WRC -15, to consider any legitimate mitigating circumstances that could result in a notifying administration's inability to meet the six-month deadline. If the Bureau has reliable information that the use of a frequency assignment has been suspended, but it still is within the six-month period, the Bureau is encouraged, as a courtesy, to remind the notifying administration of its obligation to inform the Bureau of the suspension under No. 11.49.”
11.50
This provision instructs the Bureau to periodically review the Master Register (MIFR) with the aim of maintaining or improving its accuracy, with particular emphasis on the review of the findings so as to adjust them to the changing allocation situation after each World Radiocommunication Conference. Concerning the latter part of this provision “…with particular emphasis on…”, given a large variety of possible changes in allocation situations and the considerable number of fields used for storing finding information in the MIFR, the Board concluded that the most appropriate way of providing instructions to the Bureau concerning the review of findings would be to determine the main elements for such a review. The Board therefore decided that, in reviewing the findings under No. 11.50, the following main principles shall be applied, unless otherwise decided by the Conference:
1	When new or modified regulatory provisions enter into force, the findings of the recorded assignments concerned shall be revised and updated by the Bureau with a view to reflecting their compliance with the modified regulatory provisions/allocations.
2	Prior to any action, the Bureau shall contact each notifying administration concerned about the review of findings of the assignments concerned and provide information concerning the possible courses of action, which shall be based on the principles specified in items 3 to 6 below. If no reply is received before the deadline established by the Bureau (normally 30 days from the date of the Bureau’s communication), the Bureau shall send a reminder. If no reply is received within 30 days after the date of the reminder, the Bureau shall implement the proposed course of action.


3	When a change to Article 5 results in abrogation of an allocation to a radiocommunication service, the recorded assignment concerned should be suppressed from the Master Register. If the notifying administration requests to retain the assignment and states that it will be operated in accordance with No. 4.4, the assignment shall be kept in the MIFR for information purposes under the conditions of No. 8.5.
4	When a change to Article 5 results in downgrading of the category of allocation and the downgraded allocation is not subject to any additional conditions, or when the recorded assignment meets all the additional conditions to which the downgraded allocation is subject, the status of the recorded assignment concerned shall be downgraded accordingly and the assignment shall be retained in the Master Register, unless the notifying administration requests its suppression. 
When the downgraded allocation is subject to additional conditions and the conditions related to the regulatory examination under No. 11.31 (e.g. power limits, restrictions to national operation, requirements for agreement under No. 9.21, separation distances, etc.) are not met, the Bureau shall propose the deletion of the assignment to the notifying administration, or that its characteristics be modified to comply with the new conditions. If the administration requests to retain the assignment with its characteristics unchanged and states that it will be operated in accordance with No. 4.4, the assignment shall be kept in the MIFR for information purposes under the conditions of No. 8.5. Concerning the application of the relevant coordination procedures, the Bureau shall propose to the notifying administration to suppress or to resubmit the assignment for the application of these procedures. Concerning examination under No. 11.32, the recorded assignment, with its characteristics unchanged, shall be considered as having successfully completed, as of the date of its original recording in the MIFR, the applicable coordination procedures in respect of the services allocated with equal rights.
5	When a change to Article 5 results in the allocation to a new service or upgrade of the category of an existing service, the Bureau shall draw the notifying administration’s attention to the recorded assignment concerned, which previously had a lower status or was recorded under the conditions of No. 4.4, and propose to the administration that it submit a new assignment to replace the previous one. The relevant coordination procedures shall apply to the newly submitted assignment and no particular priority shall be given to it in this process. The status of the assignment should be upgraded only if all relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations have been applied. If concurrently with the above new or upgrade 



allocation to a service (S2), the change to Article 5 also results in the upgrade of the category of another existing service (S1) in the same frequency band, the Bureau shall draw the attention of the administration to its assignments to service S1 recorded in the MIFR or received for coordination prior to the decision of the conference and propose to the administration that it submits a new assignment to replace the previous one within a time limit of up to four months. The Bureau shall then consider that any such new S1 assignment submission received within the time limit does not have to apply the relevant coordination procedure with the assignments of the new or upgraded service S2.
6	When a change to Article 5 results in the modification of the conditions of an allocation without modification of the category of allocation (e.g. additional regulatory/technical restrictions or new/modified coordination procedures), then the original findings of the recorded assignment concerned may be kept only subject to conformity with the new conditions.  In such a case, the Bureau shall ask the notifying administration whether the characteristics of the assignment will be modified to comply with the new conditions. If the notifying administration does not respond to the Bureau’s inquiry (see item 2 above) or if the conditions are not met, the Bureau shall propose the deletion of the assignment to the notifying administration. If the administration requests to retain the assignment with its characteristics unchanged and states that it will be operated in accordance with No. 4.4, the assignment shall be kept in the MIFR for information purposes under the conditions of No. 8.5.
Concerning examination of frequency assignments with respect to their conformity with a world or regional plan under No. 11.34, when the conditions of the applicable plan are changed, the original findings of the recorded assignment may be kept only subject to conformity with the new conditions. If the conditions are not met, the corresponding assignment may be retained in the MIFR with unfavourable finding under No. 11.34.
7	The Board noted that Article 5 contains a number of provisions under which an allocation to a radiocommunication service is subject to obtaining the agreement of the administrations concerned, e.g. Nos. 5.175, 5.188, etc., without referring to No. 9.21. Obtaining such agreement is not regulated by either the procedures of Article 9 or the Rules of Procedure and is to be resolved directly between the administrations concerned. Furthermore, when examining the relevant frequency assignment notices, the Bureau does not verify such agreements. In the above context, the Board decided that in the case of a review of findings of the relevant assignments, the Bureau shall not take into account the presence or absence of agreements of other administrations when formulating new findings.
8	After completion of the review of findings, the frequency assignments concerned together with the modified findings shall be published in relevant Parts of the BR IFIC, and an Information Note shall be included in the BR IFIC, drawing the attention of administrations to the review of findings and explaining the reasons for and content of the review.
____________________
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