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QUESTION ITU‑R 94/6

Access to orbit and spectrum resources for the broadcasting satellite service and the fixed satellite service “direct‑to‑home” applications

(1996)

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that Resolution 18 (Kyoto, 1994) requested the ITU-R to conduct a review of the ITU’s frequency coordination and planning framework for satellite networks;

b)
that the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) established Working Group WGRAG1 to identify the major issues to be considered in this review;

c)
that § 6 of the report of the first meeting of the WGRAG1 (Document WGRAG1/10 (Rev.1), 7 April 1995) set forth a number of questions related to the establishment and use of Plans for bands allocated to the broadcasting-satellite service (BSS) and fixed-satellite service (FSS) as a means for implementing the principle of equitable access to orbit and spectrum resources;

d)
that § 7 of the same report notes the extensive use of non-planned FSS bands for “direct-to-home (DTH) services” and raises questions regarding the distinction between the BSS and FSS and the possible revision of the regulatory provisions applicable to these services;

e)
that, in other bands allocated to the BSS, Resolution No. 507 (WARC-79), requires that “stations in the BSS shall be established and operated in accordance with agreements and associated plans adopted by world or regional administrative conferences...”;

f)
that, in particular, Resolution No. 528 (WARC-92) calls for such a conference for the planning of the BSS (sound) in the bands allocated to this service in the range 1-3 GHz, and Resolution No. 526 (WARC-92) advocates that a future world conference “develop regulatory provisions for BSS (HDTV) to ensure flexibility in the use of the bands 21.4‑22.0 GHz in Regions 1 and 3 and 17.3‑17.8 GHz in Region 2...”;

g)
that the necessary authority and expertise to study the technical, operational, and regulatory questions associated with the foregoing issues resides in Radiocommunication Study Group 6,

decides that the following Question should be studied
1
What methods not already contained in the Radio Regulations (RR) could provide a guarantee of equitable access to the orbit and improve the flexibility of this access? How could the Radio Regulations (RR) be modified to reflect these methods?

2
What are the pros and cons of revising the access approaches contained in Resolutions Nos. 33, 507 and Appendices 30/30A of the RR?

3
How should multi-service satellites be treated in the RR in the case of bands already planned?

4
How should provision be made for unforeseen uses after a guarantee of access is provided for foreseen uses?

5
What are the technical differences between BSS and FSS as a function of frequency or use, and should these differences continue to require differences in the methods of treatment of the two services in the RR?

NOTE 1 – These studies should be carried out in close liaison with Radiocommunication Study Group 4.

NOTE 2 – See Report ITU-R BO.2007 and Recommendations ITU-R BO.1373 and ITU-R BO.1383,

further decides

1
that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s).

2
that the above studies should be completed by 2003.
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