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QUESTION ITU-R 90/6

Television recording format for long-term
programme archives

(1995-1999)

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that broadcasters and programme providers find it increasingly urgent to select a modern television recording format to be used for long-term archives of their vintage programmes;

b)
that it would be ideal if a single television recording format could be identified, that meets the long‑term archival requirements of all users, and could then be universally adopted;

c)
that, as a first step, it is necessary to establish a list of the criteria on which the choice of a television recording format for medium and long-term programme archives should be based;

d)
that, in establishing this list of criteria, consideration should be given to:

–
the choice between tape and disc television recording;

–
the future life of the recording format equipment;

–
the expected life of supports (tape, disc or film) recorded in the selected format;

–
the picture and audio quality needed for archival, in relation to future programme uses;

–
the interest to preserve some uniformity, if possible, among recordings in broadcasters' long-term, medium-term and short-term archives;

–
current studies on the use of Information Technology approaches to archival and transport of programme material in the form of files and wrappers;

–
other, non-technical elements such as comparison of purchase and ownership cost of recorders,

decides that the following Question should be studied
1
Which are the requirements that should be met by television recording formats to be recommended for the long‑term archives of programmes?

2
Which single television recording format, if any, can be recommended for universal use in long‑term archives of programmes?

further decides

1
that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s);

2
that the above studies should be completed by 2006.
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