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QUESTION ITU-R 59/6

Archival of sound programmes in broadcasting

(1995-1999)

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that preservation of important sound programme recordings is essential and it forms an integral part of the activity of a broadcast organization;

b)
that instant access to a huge volume of archive material is not possible and the process is time consuming;

c)
that  recourse to digital audio recording leads to the improvement of final quality of the signal;

d)
that the storage medium plays an important role in determining the life span of archive material;

e)
that impairment to audio signals is minimized and the cost of transcoding equipment is reduced if there is a simple relationship between the digital audio coding standards used for production, transmission, emission and archiving;

f)
that Recommendations on digital audio coding standards are already available both for studio and broadcast environments;

g)
that archival equipment may need coding parameters different from those required for the studio and for the emission of high quality broadcast signals;

h)
that the quality of old recordings could be improved by using restoration techniques;

j)
that with the advancement in technologies, restoration techniques may undergo many improvements and this may require the preservation of original recordings;

k)
that the large channel capacity required for the digital recording of audio signals can be minimized by using bit-rate reduction techniques;

l)
that a number of digital bit-rate reduction techniques are available and the International Organization for Standardization/International Electrotechnical Commission (ISO/IEC) have already set standards for this technique (ISO/IEC 11172-3),

decides that the following Question should be studied
1
In what signal format (digital or analogue) should the archival material be stored for broadcasters' purposes?

2
What recording methods are best suited for the storage of programme material in broadcasters' archives?

3
What digital audio coding standards should be used if digital storage is chosen, and could bit-rate reduction be used?

4
What method could be used for easy and fast access to the archived programmes?

further decides

1
that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s);

2
that the above studies should be completed by 2006.
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