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QUESTION ITU-R 47/6*
Prevention of photosensitive epileptic seizures caused by television

(2003)
The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that several cases of individual or collective photosensitive epilepsy in vulnerable subjects, in particular children, induced by flickering television images have been reported from various parts of the world;

b)
that it is highly desirable to identify simple measures to avoid the inadvertent creation of material in broadcast television that would be likely to induce photosensitive epilepsy; 

c)
that it is highly desirable to identify measures to reduce the likelihood of the occurrence of such stimuli in broadcast television;

d)
that Study Group 6, being responsible for Recommendations for broadcast television, is the appropriate technical body within ITU, to identify the technical approaches to be adopted to this end;

e)
that the World Health Organization (WHO) has expressed interest to Study Group 6 in being kept informed of developments in this area,

decides that the following Question should be studied
1
How can the available medical data on the television stimuli that can cause viewers' photosensitive epilepsy be modelled in technical terms (e.g. threshold of danger of such stimuli, in terms of amplitude and frequency)?

2
Which electronic devices can be developed, based on the model above, to provide a faithful objective indication of photosensitive epilepsy danger in a television programme?

3
Which technical guidance can be given to administrations, in order that they may propose measures, if appropriate, to reasonably minimize the occurrence of potentially harmful stimuli in programmes broadcast in their countries?

4
Which technical guidance can be given to broadcasters and their associations and unions, and to associations of television studios and associations of programme makers, in order that they may adopt codes of practice with the same intent?

5
Which technical guidance can be given to consumer equipment manufacturers and their associations, in order that they may take appropriate steps to prevent new television sets from displaying such stimuli, should they be present in broadcast programme signals?

further decides

1
that studies on this Question should result in a Recommendation;

2
that studies should be completed by 2005.

______________






* 	This Question should be brought to the attention of Telecommunication Standardization Study Group 5.
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