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	Subjects discussed
	Documents

	1
	Oral reports by the committee chairs
	–

	2
	Ninth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B9)
	288

	3
	Ninth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B9) – second reading
	288

	4
	Tenth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B10)
	289

	5
	Tenth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B10) – second reading
	289

	6
	Approval of minutes – first, second and third plenary meetings
	236, 258, 264 

	7
	Statement by Ms Aarti Holla-Maini, Director, United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
	–

	8
	National Day of the United Arab Emirates
	–




1	Oral reports by the committee chairs
1.1	The Chair of Committee 2 reported that progress had been made in the work of her committee, which was awaiting a further 25 credentials instruments. It would hold its final meeting on 5 December 2023 and would submit its report for approval the following day. Drawing attention to Document 204(Rev.4) on loss of the right to vote, she noted that 12 Member States were currently not entitled to vote.
1.2	The oral report by the Chair of Committee 2 was noted.
1.3	The Chair of Committee 3 reported that her committee had held its second meeting, at which it had examined the updated financial statement of the conference as of 27 November 2023 (Document 270), and the report of its first meeting. Expenditure for WRC-23 was expected to remain within budget, with the possibility of a final positive balance owing to savings on certain expenses, notably staff costs. The committee would hold its final meeting in the last week of the conference.
1.4	The oral report by the Chair of Committee 3 was noted.
1.5	The Chair of Committee 4 said that his committee had made only limited progress since the previous plenary meeting. However, work on agenda items 1.11 (Issue A) and 9.1 (Topic B) had been completed at working group level, and the committee would review the working groups’ outputs on 5 December 2023. Given that much remained to be done, meetings had been scheduled for the weekend. He encouraged all delegates to work collaboratively and demonstrate flexibility to avoid unnecessary delays.
1.6	The oral report by the Chair of Committee 4 was noted.
1.7	The Chair of Committee 5 said that her committee had met once since the previous plenary meeting and had approved the outcomes under agenda items 1.14 and 7 (Topic G). It would submit a document on those items to Committee 7 for presentation at the next plenary meeting. Meetings would be held over the weekend, as much remained to be done.
1.8	The oral report by the Chair of Committee 5 was noted.
1.9	The Chair of Committee 6 said that his committee had held its fifth meeting that morning. Thanks to progress made under agenda items 2, 4, 8, 9.1 and 9.2, the committee had been able to complete its examination of revised ITU‑R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations. It had also established a consolidated list of Recommendations incorporated by reference, taking into account the information provided by RA-23. The list had been transmitted to the Chairs of Committees 4 and 5 in Document 282, with a request to keep Committee 6 informed of any necessary additions.
1.10	The committee had approved a number of proposals for the addition or deletion of country names in footnotes (Document 294(Rev.1)). Under agenda item 4, it had continued its consideration of proposals to update resolutions and recommendations adopted at previous conferences. A number of proposals had been approved at the working group level (Document 291); and some by the committee already, which were submitted for consideration by the Plenary at its current meeting (Document 289). Under agenda item 10, the committee had finished its revision of Resolution 804 (Rev.WRC-19), which would also be considered at the current plenary meeting (Document 288).
1.11	Lastly, the committee’s subgroups had begun drafting texts on possible topics to be included on the agenda of future WRCs. Given the volume of work still to be completed, the committee expected to hold meetings over the weekend.
1.12	The oral report by the Chair of Committee 6 was noted.
1.13	The Chair of Committee 7 said that his committee had prepared two series of texts for first reading at the current plenary meeting.
1.14	In response to the concerns expressed at the previous plenary meeting regarding the fact that various modifications to Appendix 4 provisions were being submitted in different blue documents, he said that a new mechanism was being implemented, covering two possible cases.
1.15	For modifications emanating from the same committee, the secretariat of that committee would be required to ensure that all proposed changes were consolidated into a single text, to be submitted to the committee and subsequently in a white series to Committee 7. A committee might therefore need to put one working group’s outcome on a given provision on hold and wait for another working group to finalize its work on the same provision before compiling a consolidated document. 
1.16	For modifications emanating from different committees, any provisions with proposed texts that fell within the responsibility of more than one committee would, to the extent possible, be identified as early as possible, and the relevant committees would coordinate with one another to produce a consolidated proposed text to be submitted to the Plenary via Committee 7. Where such an overlap could not be identified in advance, and a committee modified a text that had already been approved in pink, that committee would be required to add revision marks to the clean, pink version of the text and submit it to Committee 7, so that it would be clear which parts of the text had already been adopted and which were new.
1.17	The oral report by the Chair of Committee 7 was noted.
2	Ninth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B9) (Document 288)
2.1	The Chair of the Editorial Committee introduced Document 288.
2.2	The Chair invited the meeting to consider Document 288.
MOD Resolution 804 (Rev.WRC-19); SUP Resolution 178 (WRC-19); SUP Resolution 250 (WRC-19)
2.3	Approved.
2.4	The ninth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B9) (Document 288) was approved.
3	Ninth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B9) – second reading (Document 288)
3.1	The ninth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B9) (Document 288) was approved on second reading.
3.2	In response to a question from the Chair of Committee 6, the Chair requested that the Plenary agree that Resolution 804 (Rev.WRC-23) would enter into force with immediate effect.
3.3	It was so agreed.
4 	Tenth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B10) (Document 289)
4.1	The Chair of the Editorial Committee introduced Document 289.
4.2	The Chair invited the meeting to consider Document 289.
Article 5 (MOD 5.527A); Article 22 (MOD 22.5CA); Appendix 4 (MOD Table A); MOD Resolution 25 (Rev.WRC-03); MOD Resolution 140 (Rev.WRC-15); MOD Resolution 156 (WRC-15)
4.3	Approved.
4.4	The tenth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B10) (Document 289) was approved.
5	Tenth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B10) – second reading (Document 289)
5.1	The tenth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B10) (Document 289) was approved on second reading.
6	Approval of minutes – first, second and third plenary meetings (Documents 236, 258 and 264)
6.1	The minutes of the first, second and third plenary meetings (Documents 236, 258 and 264) were approved, subject to an editorial correction in the heading under §3.2 of Document 264.
7	Statement by Ms Aarti Holla-Maini, Director, United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
7.1	Ms Holla-Maini, Director of UNOOSA, delivered the address reproduced in Annex A.
8	National Day of the United Arab Emirates
8.1	The delegate of Saudi Arabia congratulated the United Arab Emirates on its 52nd National Day, which would fall on Saturday, 2 December. He also emphasized that his delegation would make every effort to achieve consensus on all agenda items and called on others to do likewise.
8.2	The Chair urged participants to adopt the same spirit of collaboration. 
8.3	The delegate of the United Arab Emirates said that the National Day was dear to all Emiratis, and his delegation looked forward to sharing that joyful occasion with conference participants. 
The meeting rose at 1700 hours.


The Secretary-General:							The Chair:
D. BOGDAN-MARTIN							M. AL RAMSI
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Original: English
ANNEX A
Statement by Ms Aarti Holla-Maini,
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

Madam Secretary-General of ITU, Dear Doreen,
Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, Dear Mario,
Mr Mohammed Al Ramsi, Chair of WRC-23,
Distinguished delegates, 
Thank you for giving me the floor. After many years of engaging with ITU and distinguished delegates as a representative of industry, it is truly my pleasure to address the ITU World Radiocommunication Conference now in my capacity as Director of the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, better known as UNOOSA.
While I am sure you all know something about space, I am unsure how many delegates know about OOSA, so allow me to start there. OOSA is the United Nations office entirely dedicated to space matters. It acts as the secretariat to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), which was most recently responsible for the adoption of the Guidelines for the long-term sustainability of outer space activities, and it is the custodian of space for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for the United Nations system. 
The office focuses on capacity building for United Nations Member States, running thematic programmes such as Space4Water, Space4Climate and Space4Women to name a few. Through our Access to Space for All programme, we have helped non-spacefaring nations such as Kenya, Guatemala, Moldova and Mauritius become spacefaring by launching their very first satellites, so driving education in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) nationally and triggering their space economies. We help nations comply with international regulations by registering their launched objects with us and we help them put space law and policy into place.
Through our United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER), we have so far run 36 fact-finding missions to explore the needs on the ground in vulnerable nations and around 40 institutional strengthening missions where we coordinate between ministries and train professionals from disaster management agencies on how to access  and use space data in times of disaster. 
Our work is designed first and foremost to help all United Nations Member States, especially developing nations, access and leverage the benefits of space to accelerate sustainable development. But those benefits are many and we cannot do this alone. In recognition of this, OOSA leads the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities (UN-SPACE), the inter-agency coordination mechanism, through which we convene 33 other United Nations entities and specialized agencies that all work with or have an interest in using space — and that includes the ITU.
Among other things, ITU is the custodian of telecommunications for sustainable development, and space is one important and fast-growing part of that mission. While ITU convenes respected delegates from national telecommunication regulators, OOSA and COPUOS convene respected delegates from space agencies and space experts from within national ministries of foreign affairs, etc.  While ITU delegates have a deep understanding around telecommunication systems, COPUOS delegates have a deep understanding around space systems and their sustainability, as demonstrated by the extensive work that went into delivering the Guidelines for the long-term sustainability of outer space activities that they adopted by consensus in 2019.
It is imperative to the mission and mandates of OOSA and COPUOS that the space environment be preserved for the benefits it brings today and will continue to bring to future generations. In this respect, OOSA sees the urgent need to bridge the gap and drive greater cooperation between ITU and COPUOS delegates, who, while both being from United Nations Member States, work on different, albeit related, portfolios.
I thank respected delegates for the resolution adopted during the Radiocommunication Assembly on activities related to the sustainable use of radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite-orbit resources used by space services. The effort to arrive at this resolution already demonstrates international cooperation between ITU and OOSA. Going forward, we will proactively seek out opportunities that enhance the understanding and knowledge of respected delegates on both sides, for example by inviting national telecommunication regulators and ITU officials to exchange with and present to COPUOS. While our collaboration has started with BR, we hope to scope a broader OOSA-ITU agreement to ensure that, while OOSA seeks to extract a maximum of benefits from space technology, data and services more generally, we also ensure, by engagement with ITU, that satellite communication services are an integral part of our work in service of the United Nations SDGs globally and of the needs of individual United Nations Member States locally too.
Allow me to close by noting a few areas of your work at this WRC that are of fundamental importance to the mandate of OOSA. In 2015, OOSA joined forces with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and other partners to launch the International Network for Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (IN-MHEWS). OOSA and WMO have been co-chairing this network for almost a decade. It relies on satellite imagery to improve the operation of early-warning systems addressing different types of natural hazards. It was a WRC-15 decision to extend the 10GHz-SAR acquisition bandwidth from 600 MHz to 1200 MHz that allowed these capabilities to evolve to become high-resolution imaging capabilities of less than 25cm, which cannot be achieved in any other frequency band. These synthetic aperture radar satellite images are instrumental in supporting not only early-warning networks but a broad range of application areas such as environmental monitoring (deforestation, water management, etc.), monitoring illegal fishing, sustainable agriculture, climate action and disaster management: all areas that I will discuss this week at COP-28, also taking place here in Dubai. A reversal of the WRC-15 decision now would simply remove our ability to access this high-resolution imagery, leaving us with no alternative whatsoever.
Furthermore, OOSA runs a programme on global health, which inter alia, touches on matters of food security and immigration. Satellite systems are instrumental in ensuring that health-care, food and other supplies reach the millions of people living remotely or in vulnerable coastal areas. The United Nations World Food Programme uses the C-band to connect 270 locations across 75 countries, particularly to serve Africa. UNHCR relies on tried and trusted satellite communication services using the C-band in multiple locations all around the world. The C-band remains an important mainstay for such food relief and health-care systems. I hope that respected delegates will again take due note of such systems for the work of the broader United Nations system.  
These examples that fall within the agenda of WRC-23 concern OOSA as it seeks to carry out its mandate on maximizing the use of space solutions for the SDGs. I hope that you will consider this brief orientation about our work as pertinent to your deliberations here and I thank ITU once more for the opportunity to address this esteemed forum. Finally, I would also like to congratulate the United Arab Emirates on its upcoming National Day.
______________
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