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	China (People's Republic of)

	Proposals for the work of the conference

	

	Agenda item 9.3


9	to consider and approve the Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, in accordance with Article 7 of the ITU Convention;
9.3	on action in response to Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC 07);
Introduction
Section 4.14 of the report by the Radio Regulations Board to WRC-23 on Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-07) states that: 
More and more administrations and operators used No. 4.4 as a means to secure access to spectrum and orbital resources they wished to use, in particular for operating FSS and MSS satellite networks or systems that plan to provide commercial services on a long-term basis. Commercial satellite operators often used No. 4.4 to launch prototypes to be first to use a frequency band while awaiting an upcoming WRC decision that would allocate the band for a space service that would provide future operations with the necessary international recognition and protection. However, in recent years, an increasing number of satellite operators planning to use a frequency band under No. 4.4, deployed their system or network and began offering commercial services without seeking any decision from a WRC.
For the aforementioned satellite systems, in particular non-GSO systems, the interference situation was uncertain due to the large number of orbital planes and satellites. Demonstrating conformity with the Rule of Procedure on No. 4.4 becomes very challenging when thousands of satellites could be involved. It was not clear that administrations and operators fully understood their obligations under No. 4.4 and its impact on the quality of service and capacity of their satellite systems. In this context, as the risk of interference is likely increasing, more stringent regulatory provisions would be required to effectively address cases of harmful interference that originated from operations under No. 4.4 and to enforce No. 4.4 with appropriate consequences for non-compliance.
No. 4.4 was intended as an exception to the requirement to comply with the Table of Frequency Allocations or other applicable provisions of the Radio Regulations to be invoked only in exceptional circumstances. However, when administrations view No. 4.4 as a means to avoid the need to comply with technical limits, coordination requirements and regulatory examination, the fundamental principles and objectives of the Radio Regulations to prevent harmful interference are circumvented.
The Administration of China shares the concerns of the Radio Regulations Board and proposes amendments to No. 4.4 of the Radio Regulations in order to further standardize the use of No. 4.4 by administrations and protect the principle of promoting the equal, rational and effective access to and use of radio frequency and satellite orbits resources which is the goal that ITU has always been committed to promoting. The attached amendments to No. 4.4 of the Radio Regulations from this Administration are submitted to the Conference for its consideration.
Proposal
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4.4		Administrations of the Member States shall not assign to a station any frequency in derogation of either the Table of Frequency Allocations in this Chapter or the other provisions of these Regulations, except on the express condition that such a station, when using such a frequency assignment, is intended for short-term or temporary use in emergency situations or operates only within the territory of the notifying administration that made the filing for that frequency. Also, such a station shall not cause harmful interference to, and shall not claim protection from harmful interference caused by, a station operating in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution, the Convention and these Regulations applied by other administrations.
Reasons:	More and more administrations and operators used RR No. 4.4 as a means to secure access to spectrum and orbital resources they wished to use, in particular for operating FSS and MSS satellite networks or systems that plan to provide commercial services on a long-term basis. As the risk of interference is likely increasing and demonstrating conformity with the Rule of Procedure on RR No. 4.4 becomes very uncertain, the extent to which RR No. 4.4 applies should be further defined in the Radio Regulations in order to effectively mitigate the risk of harmful interference that originates from operations under RR No. 4.4.
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