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1	Introduction
ITU-R Radio Regulations Resolution 907[footnoteRef:1] (Rev.WRC-15) is a key regulatory instrument paving the way for the development of “e-Communications” system, a crucial support tool for more efficient satellite network coordination activities. As reported in previous RAG meetings, and with the remarkable support of Japan, the BR has been considerably improving satellite network coordination processes by making available such a relevant tool. Brazil welcomes and congratulates this initiative. [1:  Resolution 907 “Use of modern electronic means of communication for administrative correspondence related to advance publication, coordination and notification of satellite networks including that related to Appendices 30, 30A and 30B, earth stations and radio astronomy stations”.] 

2	Transitional period
Resolves 3) of Resolution 907 (Rev.WRC-15) defines that "other traditional means of communication shall continue to be used unless administration informs the Bureau of its willingness to discontinue such use".  In that sense, BR Circular Letter CR/450 from October 2019 on “Implementation of Resolution 907 (Rev.WRC-15) – Availability of the application “e-Communications” informed that:
“…During an initial period of operation, outgoing correspondence from the Bureau will be sent by both the traditional means of communication (via email, telefax and postal mail), and at the same time through the “e-Communications” system. During the same initial period of operation, correspondence from Administrations to the Bureau can be sent either using the traditional means of communication or using the “e-Communications” system.
Administrations wishing to use “e-Communications” as the only means of communication between the Administration and the Bureau and wishing to discontinue the traditional means of communication via email, telefax and postal mail, are invited to inform the Bureau of its willingness to discontinue such use pursuant to resolves 3 of Resolution 907 (Rev.WRC-15). 


When administrations and the Bureau have gained sufficient familiarity with the system, the Bureau envisages that relevant Rules of Procedure may be adopted by the Radio Regulations Board to make the “e-Communications” system the sole means of communications between the Bureau and those Administrations having registered in the system. ..”
During the initial stage of the system, it is natural that different, and traditional, communication channels might be used in parallel, allowing a softer, and secure, transitional period from old communication means (fax, mail and e-mail) to this new one (e-Communications). This transition is a natural step and provides administrations the necessary confidence that there won´t be discontinuation, neither delays, to the satellite coordination communications, and no loss of regulatory deadlines of Radio Regulations articles 9 and 11 will occur.
Although this (apparently) seems to be a more “safer” strategy, it may also cause the same letter, having the same content, to be treated 3 or 4 times, with different copies being received by different departments in the administration, with different timings, causing additional administrative overheads for all parties involved. It can even lead to false positives, which may even result in untreated coordination letters.
Brazil recognizes that is important to ensure that one administration with less technical resources will not be harmed by not having the opportunity to send and receive network coordination communications letters. However, the recent experience with e-Communication system shows that it can be also an extremely heavy burden, and costly, to that same administration to manage 4 parallel communication means (fax, e-mail, paper, e-Communications), for the same workflow process.
Brazil is also of the view that it is important to have a clear transitional period, however a very long transitional phase may lead to a situation where countries may feel that a switch off on the usage of old communication means will never occur. In order to streamline and reduce administrative burden and costs, the usage of other traditional means of communication should be only in an exceptional basis, and not a rule, and occur only in cases where a technical problem occurs with e-Communications, or for administrations having limited or no access to the system, which could be defined on a case by case basis;
In that sense, and as a first step to solve this issue, it could be maintained by the Bureau in e-Communications home page, an updated list of unavailability of the e-Communications system, including the troubleshooting dates, and system “interruptions”, along with a list of administration that communicated the need to keep traditional communication with their reasons.
3	Proposals
In that sense, and as a first step for a future discontinuation on the usage of other traditional communication means in the scope of Resolution 907 (Rev.WRC-15), Brazil proposes that:
1. The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau submits a proposal to the Radio Regulations Board, in order to develop a Rules of Procedure, defining a formal cut-off date (i.e 1st July 2020), from when e-Communications system will be considered as the sole means of communications for satellite network coordination activities between administrations and involving the Radiocommunication Bureau;
2. In order to be consistent with Resolves 3) of Resolution 907, the same Rules of Procedure should state that the usage of other traditional means should be considered as an exception, and only for those countries formally wishing to do so, after clearly explaining the reasons;
3. In the homepage of e-Communications system, the BR keeps a list of unavailability of the e-Communications system, including the troubleshooting dates, and system “interruptions”;
4. In the homepage of e-Communications system, the BR keeps a list of of the countries which have required to continue the usage of traditional means of communications with their reasons to do so.
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