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1	Opening remarks by the Chairman (Document 9)
1.1	The Chairman recalled Document 9, which had been noted by the first plenary meeting and further addressed by the second plenary meeting, and which explained that the participation of observers in conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union was addressed in Resolution 145 (Antalya, 2006) as far as the rights conferred upon each category of participant were concerned. All delegates, and particularly the chairmen of committees, working groups and all subgroups of the conference, must take the provisions concerned into account in the conduct of meetings. 
2	Oral reports by the committee chairmen
2.1	The Chairman of Committee 2 reported that his committee had not met since the previous plenary meeting but had received 38 new credentials and was expecting to receive more. Administrations not yet having submitted their credentials were urged to do so before 11 November 2019, which was the day before the final meeting of Committee 2.
2.2	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 2 was noted.
2.3	The Chairman of Committee 3 reported that his committee had not met since the previous plenary meeting and that, to date, it had not received any decisions or proposals that would have an impact on the budget. 
2.4	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 3 was noted.
2.5	The Chairman of Committee 4 reported that his committee had met once since the previous plenary meeting and had approved various documents that it had sent directly to the Editorial Committee. Its working and sub-working groups would continue their deliberations and looked forward to achieving progress in the work assigned to them.
2.6	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 4 was noted.
2.7	The Chairman of Committee 5 reported that the committee’s working and sub-working groups were proceeding with their difficult tasks and that their work with respect to some agenda items was nearing completion, whereas others required further discussion.
2.8	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 5 was noted.
2.9	The Chairman of Committee 6 reported that his committee had met once since the previous plenary meeting and had sent documents on some agenda items to the Editorial Committee. Formal and informal discussions on the remaining agenda items assigned to it remained ongoing.
2.10	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 6 was noted.
2.11	The Chairman of Committee 7 reported that his committee had met the previous day and had finalized three series of texts for consideration by the Plenary on first reading.
2.12	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 7 was noted.
3	Fifth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B5) (Document 221)
3.1	The Chairman of the Editorial Committee introduced Document 221.
3.2	The Chairman invited participants to consider Document 221.
Appendix 27 (MOD Title, Article 2 – MOD 27/114, MOD 27/116, MOD 27/117, MOD 27/121, MOD 27/130, MOD 27/132, MOD 27/133)
3.3	Approved.
3.4	The fifth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B5) (Document 221) was approved.
4	Fifth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B5) – second reading (Document 221)
4.1	The fifth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B5) (Document 221) was approved on second reading.
5	Sixth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B6) (Document 222)
5.1	The Chairman of the Editorial Committee introduced Document 222.
5.2	The delegate of the United States requested that consideration of the amendments to Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC-12) and suppression of Resolution 28 (Rev.WRC-15) be deferred until the sixth plenary meeting to allow more time for legal consultations.
5.3	It was so agreed.
5.4	The Chairman invited participants to consider Document 222, with the exception of Resolutions 27 (Rev.WRC-12) and 28 (Rev.WRC-15).
Article 5 (MOD 5.279A, MOD 5.287, MOD 5.288, MOD 5.444B); Article 19 (MOD 19.99, MOD 19.102, MOD 19.111); Appendix 1 (MOD §1, MOD §2); MOD Resolution 748 (Rev.WRC-15).
5.5	Approved.
5.6	With the exception of Resolutions 27 (Rev.WRC-12) and 28 (Rev.WRC-15), the sixth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B6) (Document 222) was approved.
6	Sixth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B6) – second reading (Document 222)
6.1	With the exception of Resolutions 27 (Rev.WRC-12) and 28 (Rev.WRC-15), the sixth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B6) (Document 222) was approved on second reading.
7	Seventh series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B7) (Document 223)
7.1	The Chairman of the Editorial Committee introduced Document 223. 
7.2	The Chairman invited the meeting to consider Document 223.
Article 5 (MOD Table 8 500-10 000 MHz, MOD Table 13.4-14 GHz, MOD 5.562B, MOD Table 151.5-158.5 GHz); Appendix 30 (MOD Annex 4); Article 5 (SUP 5.562F, SUP 5.562G)
7.3	Approved.
7.4	The seventh series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B7) (Document 223) was approved.
7.5	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that, in view of the legally binding nature of the Radio Regulations, for documents involving modifications to the Table of Frequency Allocations the second reading should not immediately follow the first reading; administrations should be given the time to carefully examine the proposed changes. In line with the rules of the conference, therefore, there should be a gap between the first and second readings of a document, unless there was no time to defer the second reading and the proposed changes were minor. 
7.6	The Chairman said that such an approach could pose difficulties towards the end of the conference, given the large volume of documents submitted to the Plenary. Although the second reading could be postponed in the specific case of Document 223, it would be impractical automatically to do so. For future plenaries, in order to ensure that all items were considered in a timely manner, the second reading of a document could be deferred on request. He took it that the Plenary agreed to defer the second reading of Document 223 to a subsequent plenary meeting.
7.7	It was so agreed.
8	Proposals for the work of the conference (Document 184(Rev.1))
8.1	The delegate of Brazil, speaking on behalf of all the co-signatory countries of the proposal, introduced Document 184(Rev.1), which contained a declaration on promoting gender equality, equity and parity in the ITU Radiocommunication Sector. Radiocommunication played an important role in globalization and the effective development of ICTs. Unfortunately, women’s participation in the Sector’s activities was very low; only 18 per cent of delegates at WRC-19 were women. While progress had been made to promote gender equality, including through the Network of Women, launched in 2016, and through policies adopted by ITU and the United Nations, further efforts were required. In that context, the proposed declaration called on ITU to take steps to promote the participation of women in all aspects of ITU-R activities and their representation in leadership positions.
8.2	The delegate of the Republic of Korea expressed full support for the declaration. She suggested that the use of fewer unexplained acronyms would make the document easier to read.
8.3	The Chairman proposed that an ad hoc group of the Plenary be established to draft a text for subsequent approval by the Plenary as an output of the conference. 
8.4	It was so agreed.
8.5	The Chairman invited delegations that were co-signatories of Document 184(Rev.1) to nominate a chairman for the newly established ad-hoc group.
8.6	The delegate of Canada proposed that Ms Cindy Cook (Canada) serve as chairman of the new ad-hoc group of the Plenary. 
8.7	The proposal was adopted by acclamation.
9	Statement by Mr Niklas Hedman, United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
9.1	Mr Hedman, Chief of the Committee, Policy and Legal Affairs Section of UNOOSA, made the statement reproduced in Annex A.
9.2	The Director of BR, echoing various of the remarks made by Mr Hedman, welcomed the excellent cooperation between the Bureau and UNOOSA, which enabled the two bodies to provide effective support for Member State efforts to access space technology and resources. The Bureau and UNOOSA were committed to building capacity for all Member States, especially developing countries and States that had recently joined the space race, and planned to continue their fruitful cooperation in the years to come.
10	Reminder of deadline for the deletion of country names from footnotes (Document 131)
10.1	The Secretary of the Plenary reminded participants that the final deadline for the deletion of country names from footnotes was that same day, namely Friday, 8 November, at 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time).
The meeting rose at 1705 hours.


The Secretary-General:	The Chairman:
H. ZHAO			A. BADAWI




Original: English
ANNEX A
Statement by Mr Niklas Hedman,
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

Mr Zhao, Secretary-General of the ITU,
Mr Maniewicz, Director of the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau,
Dr Badawi, Chairman of the WRC-19,
Distinguished delegates, 
It is my pleasure to address the ITU World Radiocommunication Conference. There are items on the agenda of WRC-19 for which a brief orientation for information on recent achievements and work of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), and role of the Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is pertinent. 
COPUOS, at its 62nd session this year, made a tremendous achievement by adopting the preamble and 21 guidelines for the long-term sustainability of outer space activities of the Committee and took important decisions on the way ahead including the establishment of a dedicated Working Group under a five-year mandate including for the implementation and review of the guidelines.
Those guidelines address a wide range of actions, among them ensuring the equitable, rational and efficient use of the radio frequency spectrum and the various orbital regions used by satellites. Harmful radio frequency interference is an area of concern. The safety of space operations is a critical area under the guidelines in particular in areas such as improved accuracy of orbital data; the collection, sharing and dissemination of space debris monitoring information; the performing of conjunction assessment during all orbital phases of controlled flight; and measures to address associated risks with the uncontrolled re-entry of space objects. The sharing of operational space weather data and forecasts and development of space weather models and tools, and the collection of established practices on the mitigation of space weather effects are addressed. There is a focus in the guidelines on the supervision of national space activities and on enhancing the practice of registering space objects. 
In this context, I wish to inform that UNOOSA has been mandated for four decades to maintain the central United Nations Register on Objects Launched into Outer Space, under the obligation of the Registration Convention of 1975. The Register functions as the core mechanism for treaty-based transparency and confidence-building, including on the change of status of space objects in orbit, information on re-entry events and de-orbiting of space objects and similar information to enhance the safety of space operations. 
I mention specifically the registration regime because together with the established procedures of discharging the responsibilities of the Secretary-General under the United Nations treaties and principles on outer space, including the Outer Space Treaty and the principles on the use of nuclear power sources in outer space activities, UNOOSA is vested with a mandate to assist in global efforts to enhance international governance in the long-term sustainability of outer space activities. 
Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,
I would here emphasize that in promoting the safety of space operations, which is of critical importance, the following key measures are relevant: 1) Enhanced capacity- and awareness-building; 2) Increased dialogue with private space actors; 3) Organized reporting on the implementation of the 21 LTS guidelines and further development in this area; and 4) Structured information exchange on space objects and events. Such actions could encompass measures for building trust, confidence and stability, as well as mechanisms for safety of space operations, including on avoiding in orbit collisions, emergency situations, loss of control of a space craft, and re-entry risks.
Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,
We are heading towards the deployment of large- and mega-constellations, and in this regard, it is important to keep the space object registration regime fit for purpose. On a partly related matter, small and very small satellites and their applications have made it possible for an increasing number of governmental and non-governmental entities to participate in, and benefit from, space activities. Recognizing the requirements under international law for all actors launching and operating satellites, UNOOSA and ITU Radiocommunication Bureau have collaborated in producing a guidance document available on the respective websites to assist small satellite developers and operators with space object registration and frequency management information. The handout also covers information on authorization and licensing of satellite missions and space debris mitigation measures. An updating of the handout should be considered.
Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,
COPUOS addresses on an annual basis, for example, the item on the character and utilization of the geostationary orbit, including consideration of ways and means to ensure the rationale and equitable use of the geostationary orbit without prejudice to the role of the International Telecommunication Union, for which ITU Radiocommunication Bureau reports annually on the use of the geostationary orbit and other orbits. Another example is the International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG), established by COPUOS in 2006 and with UNOOSA as its Executive Secretariat, which has for many years discussed spectrum protection and interference detection and mitigation. 
In 2018, COPUOS celebrated UNISPACE+50 with the focus on seven thematic priorities, namely, global partnership in space exploration and innovation; the legal regime of outer space and global space governance; current and future perspectives; enhanced information exchange on space objects and events; international framework for space weather services; strengthened space cooperation for global health; international cooperation towards low-emission and resilient societies; and capacity-building for the twenty-first century. COPUOS is now moving ahead towards the establishment in 2020 of a “Space2030” agenda and implementation plan with the objective of maximizing the benefits of space activities for meeting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, taking into account the particular needs of developing countries.
As reaffirmed by the General Assembly in its resolution 73/6 on UNISPACE+50: Space as a driver of sustainable development, COPUOS and its Subcommittees, supported by UNOOSA, serve as unique platforms for international cooperation in the exploration and uses of outer space for peaceful purposes, and for the global governance of outer space activities.
Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,
This year is of historical significance with the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission and the first humans on the surface of the moon. This milestone marked a new phase in space exploration and has inspired humanity in ways that extend beyond space activities. As we commemorate this achievement, the international community is also looking forward with inspiring current and future missions through low-Earth orbit, to the Moon, Mars and beyond. Space exploration and innovation is becoming increasingly important for a broader group of space actors.
Talking about innovation, let me briefly direct your attention to the Office’s approach to capacity-building, which is holistic, modern and strategic. With the goal of making space activities as inclusive as possible and ensuring that the benefits of space are made available to everyone, everywhere, the Office’s Access to Space for All Initiative exemplifies innovative triangular cooperation between established space actors, the United Nations and entities from non-spacefaring nations. Examples here are collaborative partnerships with the Japanese Exploration and Aerospace Agency (JAXA) on the "KiboCUBE" programme; with the China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) for flying experiments onboard the China Space Station; and partnership with private sector entities, including among others, Sierra Nevada Corporation and Airbus Defence and Space.
Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,
In concluding, I wish to express my Office’s gratitude for long-standing cooperation with the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau on an inter-agency coordination level and with joint efforts to assist Member States.
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