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	MINUTES

	OF THE

	FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

	Wednesday, 6 November 2019, at 1410 hours

	Chairman: Mr A. BADAWI (Egypt)



	
	Subjects discussed
	Documents

	1
	Oral reports by the committee chairmen
	133

	2
	Documents for approval
	201, 202, 168(Rev.1)

	3
	First series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B1)
	188

	4
	First series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B1) – second reading
	188

	5
	Second series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B2)
	189

	6
	Second series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B2) – second reading
	189

	7
	Third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B3)
	190

	8
	Third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B3) – second reading
	190

	9
	Approval of minutes – first and second plenary meetings
	156, 174

	10
	Deadline for the deletion of country names from footnotes
	131


1	Oral reports by the committee chairmen (Document 133)
1.1	The Chairman of Committee 2 reported that his committee had not met since the previous plenary meeting but had received 34 more credentials and hoped that more would be forthcoming. The committee’s next and final meeting was scheduled for 12 November 2019.
1.2	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 2 was noted.
1.3	The Chairman of Committee 3 reported that his committee had not met since the previous plenary meeting. He drew attention to Document 133, which it had not been possible to present in the other committees and which contained a note requesting the chairmen of all committees to provide, as soon as possible, all indications and information concerning decisions, resolutions or modifications of the Radio Regulations that might have financial implications. It also noted that financial implications should be taken into account when adopting resolutions and decisions. The committee had not yet received any information relating to decisions, resolutions or modifications that would have financial implications for the current approved budget. 
1.4	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 3 was noted.
1.5	The Chairman of Committee 4 reported that his committee had held another meeting and was submitting two documents for consideration by the present plenary meeting (Documents 201 and 202). Its working and sub-working groups were continuing their deliberations and he hoped to be able to report on further progress by the end of the week.
1.6	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran welcomed the positive steps taken within Committee 4 to make progress on agenda item 1.8, which was complex. He encouraged all delegates to contribute to those efforts with a view to resolving the issues with respect to the bands below 1 621.5 MHz and above 1 626.5 MHz. He thanked participants for recognizing the need to move forward in order to comply with past practices of ITU and trusted that a similar course of action would be followed with respect to agenda items 1.5 and 7 (Issue A) and a number of other issues that were currently blocked.
1.7	The Chairman expressed the hope that such a spirit of compromise would prevail so that all the working and sub-working groups could complete their deliberations.
1.8	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 4 was noted.
[bookmark: _Hlk23520614]1.9	The Chairman of Committee 5 reported that his committee had held four meetings to date. It had completed its work on some issues under agenda item 7 and the resulting texts would be considered by the Plenary at the current meeting. Its working and sub-working groups continued to make progress, and he hoped that certain items would be finalized by the end of the week. Various informal groups had been established with a view to reaching a compromise on a number of complex issues, including under agenda items 1.5, 1.6 and 7 (Issue A). 
1.10	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran encouraged all those working in Committee 5 on agenda item 1.5 to recognize the importance of consistency and coherence across ITU-R’s activities, including with respect to examination of pfd limits for unmanned aircraft systems and aeronautical earth stations in motion (ESIM). 
1.11	The Chairman said that he would prefer complex technical issues to be discussed in the committees and working groups, not in plenary.
1.12	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 5 was noted.
1.13	The Chairman of Committee 6 reported that his committee had held one meeting since the previous plenary meeting. The working and sub-working groups were continuing their deliberations and text relating to elements of agenda item 2 had been approved for submission to the Editorial Committee. A revised version of Document 168 taking into account comments made at the third plenary meeting had been prepared for consideration by the present plenary meeting.
1.14	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 6 was noted.
1.15	The Chairman of Committee 7 reported that his committee had held its first meeting on 4 November 2019 and had submitted a series of texts to the present plenary meeting for approval. 
1.16	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 7 was noted.
2	Documents for approval (Documents 201, 202 and 168(Rev.1))
[bookmark: _Hlk23757725]2.1	Introducing Document 201, the Chairman of Committee 4 said that the committee had considered § 3.4.1 of Addendum 2 to the Report of the Director to WRC‑19 (Document 4) (“Proposed use of terrain data for examination of terrestrial notices, establishment of coordination requirements and compatibility calculations of terrestrial stations”). It proposed that the following text, which was set out in the annex to Document 201, be approved and included in the minutes of the meeting as a decision of the conference:
“It was noted the information provided in § 3.4.1 of Addendum 2 to the Report of the Director (Doc. CMR19/4) to WRC-19 that all examinations of frequency assignments to terrestrial services and the identification of potentially affected administrations currently performed by the Bureau in the application of various RR and Regional Agreement procedures are made using propagation prediction models without terrain height profiles.
It was recognized that the use of terrain height data for the identification of potentially affected administrations could be beneficial to administrations and such an approach would shorten the list of coordination requirements and reduce the coordination burden both for administrations and the Bureau.
Given the above considerations, it was proposed to instruct the Bureau to simulate the examination of RR No. 9.21 notices in the non-planned bands using digital elevation models (DEM) and report the results to the Radio Regulations Board. The Board could subsequently decide, through the relevant Rules of Procedure, that the Bureau should use terrain height data in the RR No. 9.21 examinations, and to report on the results to the next WRC.
Bearing in mind that the currently available Shuttle Radar Topography Mission dataset with a resolution of one arc second in longitude and latitude (SRTM1) does not extend north of 60 degrees North and south of 56 degrees South, the Bureau could be further instructed to continue the examination of terrestrial stations located outside this geographical extent without the use of terrain height information and to explore the possibilities to utilize alternative digital elevation models with a larger geographical extent.”
2.2	It was so agreed.
2.3	Document 201 was approved.
2.4	Introducing Document 202, the Chairman of Committee 4 said that the committee had concluded that no changes were required to the Radio Regulations under agenda item 1.13 for the frequency bands 71-76 GHz and 81-86 GHz. 
2.5	Document 202 was approved.
2.6	Introducing Document 168(Rev.1), the Chairman of Committee 6 recalled that the Plenary had, at its third meeting, approved the principle of no change to the Radio Regulations under agenda item 9.1 Issue 9.1.6. Document 168 had been revised to take account of concerns expressed at that meeting and emphasize certain elements concerning protection of radiocommunication services against the operation of WPT for electric vehicles.
2.7	Document 168(Rev.1) was approved.
[bookmark: _Hlk24011703]2.8	The delegate of Japan made the following statement regarding Document 168(Rev.1):
“Japan agreed on the report. However, Japan still thinks that it is not appropriate to use the word ‘emission’, which is in the report, to express radiation from WPT. The word ‘emission’ is defined in the Radio Regulations, but it is used in a different manner and has a different meaning than in this report. Understanding that the word ‘emission’ has been used in Study Group 1 studies on WPT, Japan would like to continue discussion on this point in Study Group 1.”
2.9	That statement was noted.
3	First series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B1) (Document 188)
3.1	The Chairman of the Editorial Committee outlined the procedure for submitting documents for first and second reading. He introduced Document 188.
3.2	The Chairman invited participants to consider Document 188.
Appendix 5 (MOD Table 5-1)
3.3	Approved.
3.4	The first series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B1) (Document 188) was approved.
4	First series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B1) – second reading (Document 188)
4.1	The first series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B1) (Document 188) was approved on second reading.
5	Second series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B2) (Document 189)
5.1	The Chairman of the Editorial Committee introduced Document 189.
5.2	The Chairman invited participants to consider Document 189.
Article 9 (MOD 9.36, MOD 9.36.1, MOD 9.52C and MOD 9.53A)
5.3	Approved.
5.4	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that deadlines were an important and sensitive issue for developing countries, which often lacked the resources to respond within four months. Given that failure to respond was taken as tacit agreement, administrations that missed the deadline also missed the opportunity to claim protection. That had a direct impact on their rights. As a precautionary measure, it would be prudent to include the following text in the minutes of the meeting as an instruction to the Bureau:
“Before the expiry of the deadline referred to in this document, the Radiocommunication Bureau shall send a message to the administrations concerned drawing their attention to the need to reply within the deadline as contained in the document.” 
He further recommended that copies of the message be sent to administrations and to diplomatic missions in Geneva, so that appropriate action might be taken. In response to a comment by the Chairman of Committee 5, he said that the requirement to send such reminders existed already in Appendices 30, 30A and 30B to the Radio Regulations and employed similar wording. 
5.5	The delegates of South Africa and Nepal endorsed the proposal.
5.6	The Chairman noted that there was no objection to the proposed text, which would therefore be included in the minutes of the Plenary as an instruction to the Bureau.
5.7	It was so agreed.
5.8	The second series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B2) (Document 189) was approved. 
6	Second series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B2) – second reading (Document 189)
6.1	The second series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B2) (Document 189) was approved on second reading.
7	Third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B3) (Document 190)
7.1	The Chairman of the Editorial Committee introduced Document 190.
7.2	The Chairman invited participants to consider Document 190.
Appendix 30 (MOD 4.1.12. and MOD 4.2.16); Appendix 30A (MOD 4.1.12 and MOD 4.2.16); Appendix 30B (MOD 6.21)
7.3	Approved.
7.4	The third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B3) (Document 190) was approved.
8	Third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B3) – second reading (Document 190)
8.1	The third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B3) (Document 190) was approved on second reading.
9	Approval of minutes – first and second plenary meetings (Documents 156 and 174)
9.1	The minutes of the first and second plenary meetings (Documents 156 and 174) were approved. 
9.2	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that, in the future, it would be useful for administrations to be able to approach the secretariat of the Plenary outside the meeting room in  order to check whether their statements had been accurately reflected in the minutes, rather than taking the floor to propose amendments in plenary.
9.3	That request was noted.
10	Deadline for the deletion of country names from footnotes (Document 131)
10.1	The Chairman reminded delegates that, as agreed at the second plenary meeting based on Document 131, the deadline for submitting country names to be deleted from footnotes was Friday, 8 November 2019 at 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time).
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The meeting rose at 1450 hours.

The Secretary-General:						The Chairman:
	
H. ZHAO								A. BADAWI
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