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	2
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	–

	3
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	149, 150,
 151, 152, 168

	4
	Request to retain the frequency assignments to the INTELSAT8 328.5E and INTELSAT9 328.5E satellite networks as part of the Common Heritage of the Parties of the International Telecommunications Satellite Organization (ITSO)
	46(Add.22)

	5
	Statements by the delegates of Slovenia and Italy
	–

	6
	Deadlines for the submission of proposals for the addition or deletion of country names to or from existing footnotes 
	131

	7
	Statement by the delegate of Germany on behalf of the CEPT countries
	–

	8
	Statement by the Minister of Communications and Information Technology of Samoa
	–




1	Report from the Radiocommunication Assembly 2019 to the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019 (Document 129 and Corrigendum 1)
1.1	The Chairman of RA-19 said that the Assembly had completed its work successfully. The report contained in Document 129 and Corrigendum 1 reflected the updated status of ITU-R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations; Annex 2 listed the new or revised resolutions. He drew particular attention to Recommendation ITU-R M.2134-0, on receiver characteristics and protection criteria for systems in the mobile service in the frequency range 27.5-29.5 GHz, which might be relevant to the conference’s examination of agenda items 1.5 and 1.14.
1.2	The Chairman congratulated the Chairman of RA-19 for the very successful outcome of the Assembly. He invited the committee chairmen to take into consideration the relevant parts of Document 129 in accordance with their committee’s terms of reference.
1.3	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran, having thanked the Chairman of RA-19 for the report, proposed that the vice-chairmen of the various ITU-R study groups should be invited to indicate in writing their areas of expertise, so that the chairmen could assign appropriate work to them. He also suggested that, when assigning vice-chairmen to working parties, chairmen should try to partner new incumbents with previous vice-chairmen. All administrations were encouraged to undertake to assign vice-chairmen to the ITU-R study groups. He recalled that RA-19 had requested the Bureau to prepare statistics, for RA-23, on the participation of vice-chairmen in the study groups, in order to obtain feedback on the activities undertaken and the vice-chairmen’s contributions. He welcomed the successful outcome of RA-19, including the consensus achieved, despite various challenges, on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1036-5.
1.4	Document 129 and Corrigendum 1 were noted.
2	Oral reports by the committee chairmen 
2.1	The Chairman of Committee 4 reported that his committee had held two meetings, with its working groups reporting back on their work. Three sub-working groups and an ad hoc group had been established and were examining a range of issues. The committee was submitting four documents for consideration by the present plenary meeting (Documents 149, 150, 151 and 152). It would meet again on 5 November.
2.2	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 4 was noted.
[bookmark: _Hlk23520614]2.3	The Chairman of Committee 5 reported that his committee had held three meetings to date and that its three working groups were making good progress. He recalled that agreement had been reached previously that proposals submitted relating to Issues B, C, D and K under agenda item 7, which involved contributions from regional groups, should be considered at the committee level. Having completed its consideration of those issues, the committee had forwarded the relevant documents to Committee 7. 
2.4	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 5 was noted.
2.5	The Chairman of Committee 6 reported that his committee had held three meetings to date and set up two working groups. It was submitting one document (Document 168) for consideration by the present plenary meeting.
2.6	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 6 was noted.
[bookmark: _Hlk23760888]2.7	The Chairman of Committee 2 reported that his committee had held its first meeting to verify credentials and requests for the transfer of powers. It had examined, and approved, the 78 credentials documents and one request for transfer of powers it had received. He invited any delegations that had not yet done so to deposit their credentials as soon as possible, but no later than on 11 November 2019 at 1830 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time). The committee’s next meeting was scheduled for 12 November.
[bookmark: _Hlk23760843]2.8	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 2 was noted.
2.9	The Chairman of Committee 3 reported that his committee had met earlier that morning to review the status of the conference budget. The committee intended to issue a note drawing attention to the fact that decisions of WRC-19 must be in conformity with the Constitution and the Convention, in order to ensure that budgets remained within the limits established by the Council. A further update on the budget would be provided at the committee’s second and last meeting, scheduled for the Monday of the last week of the conference.
2.10	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 3 was noted.
2.11	The Chairman of Committee 7 reported that his committee had received the first batch of documents from Committee 5 and would hold its first meeting on 4 November. 
2.12	The oral report by the Chairman of Committee 7 was noted.
3	Documents for approval (Documents 149, 150, 151, 152 and 168)
[bookmark: _Hlk23757725]3.1	Introducing Document 149, the Chairman of Committee 4 said that the committee had determined that no changes were required to the Radio Regulations under agenda item 1.16 for the frequency bands 5 250-5 350 MHz, 5 350-5 470 MHz and 5 850-5 925 MHz. 
3.2	Document 149 was approved.
3.3	Introducing Document 150, the Chairman of Committee 4 said that the committee had determined that no changes were required to the Radio Regulations under agenda item 1.13 for the frequency bands 31.8-33.4 GHz and 47-47.2 GHz. 
3.4	Document 150 was approved.
3.5	Introducing Document 151, the Chairman of Committee 4 said that the committee had determined that no changes were required to the Radio Regulations under agenda item 9.1 Issue 9.1.4. It had further concluded that Resolution 763 (WRC-15) was no longer required and could be suppressed. The Plenary was invited to approve Document 151 on the understanding that the suppression of Resolution 763 (WRC-15) would be brought to the attention of Committees 6 and 7 for appropriate action.
3.6	Document 151 was approved on that understanding.
3.7	Introducing Document 152, the Chairman of Committee 4 said that, having examined proposals under agenda item 9.1 Issue 9.1.8, the committee had concluded that in that regard no changes were required to Volumes 1 and 2 of the Radio Regulations. With regard to Volume 3, the committee had determined that a proposal to suppress § 3) of the annex to Resolution 958 (WRC‑15) should be brought to the attention of Committee 7 for further appropriate action. 
3.8	Document 152 was approved.
3.9	Introducing Document 168, the Chairman of Committee 6 said that the committee had concluded that no change was required to the Radio Regulations under agenda item 9.1 Issue 9.1.6, apart from the consequential suppression of § 1) of the annex to Resolution 958 (WRC-15), which would be brought to the attention of Committee 7 for further appropriate action. Should the other parts of the annex also be suppressed, the entire resolution might then need to be suppressed. Committee 6 had concluded that radiocommunication services must be protected from harmful interference potentially generated by emissions of wireless power transmission systems for electric vehicles. ITU-R would need to continue to closely collaborate with standards developing organizations on that subject. Moreover, studies on wireless transfer systems, including on unwanted emissions, should continue under the new version of Question ITU-R 210/1.
3.10	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that, while he did not object to the substance of the document, the two paragraphs starting “Committee 6 concluded …” and “Committee 6 further concluded …” should be reformulated to ensure clarity as to the best means of implementation and the use of standard ITU terminology and wording. To that end, he proposed that the document be sent back to Committee 6, with a view to its resubmission for consideration by the Plenary once it had been reformulated.
3.11	The Chairman of Committee 6 asked whether the substance of the document, i.e. that no changes save one were required to the Radio Regulations under agenda item 9.1.6, was approved in principle. 
3.12	The delegate of the United States, supported by the delegate of Turkey, proposed to delete the two paragraphs in question, as they had no impact on the committee’s conclusions. 
3.13	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that any decision to either reformulate or delete the paragraphs in question should come from Committee 6 itself. 
3.14	The Chairman took it that the Plenary wished to send Document 168 back to Committee 6, which would subsequently decide to either rewrite or delete the two paragraphs in question, and that it approved the conclusion reached by the committee with regard to agenda item 9.1.6.
3.15	It was so agreed.
4	Request to retain the frequency assignments to the INTELSAT8 328.5E and INTELSAT9 328.5E satellite networks as part of the Common Heritage of the Parties of the International Telecommunications Satellite Organization (ITSO) (Document 46 (Add.22))
4.1	The Chairman recalled that it had been agreed at the second plenary meeting that the African common proposal in Addendum 22 to Document 46, which had been allocated to Committee 5, would be introduced in the plenary meeting.
4.2	The delegate of Cameroon, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the African Telecommunications Union, introduced Addendum 22. The document proposed that WRC-19 decide to retain certain frequency assignments that RRB had cancelled at its 78th meeting (but that it had at the same time instructed the Bureau to maintain in the MIFR until the last day of WRC-19). The frequency assignments in question were part of the Common Heritage of the Parties of ITSO and were to be used to provide satellite telecommunications to enable sustainable and affordable access to international public telecommunication services, especially in developing countries. The decision to retain them would be consistent with Resolution ITU-R 69-1 on development and deployment of international public telecommunications via satellite in developing countries. 
4.3	The Chairman said that the document would be taken up by Committee 5.
5	Statements by the delegates of Slovenia and Italy 
5.1	The delegate of Slovenia delivered the statement reproduced in Annex A.
5.2	The delegate of Italy delivered the statement reproduced in Annex B.
5.3	The delegate of Switzerland welcomed Italy’s announcement (as referred to in its statement) that it would respect the GE-06 Agreement for terrestrial digital broadcasting, which would prevent problems in the future. He noted that Switzerland was planning to cease analogue FM broadcasting in 2024 or 2025.
6	Deadlines for the submission of proposals for the addition or deletion of country names to or from existing footnotes (Document 131) 
6.1	The Secretary of the Plenary reminded delegates that, as agreed at the second plenary meeting based on Document 131, the deadline for submitting proposals for the addition of country names to existing footnotes was Friday, 1 November 2019, at 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time), and the deadline for submitting proposals for the deletion of country names from footnotes was Friday, 8 November 2019, at 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time). Proposals for the addition of new country footnotes that were not related to agenda items of the conference should not be considered.
6.2	The delegate of the Russian Federation sought confirmation that the deadlines set out in Document 131, in particular of Friday, 1 November at 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time) for the addition of country names, did not apply to RR No. 5.441B, which was being considered in Committee 4.
6.3	The Director of BR said that such was also the understanding of BR and the Legal Adviser. Documents could be considered in the ad hoc group without the deadlines of 1 and 8 November applying, so that the group could make progress on its work.
6.4	The delegate of France said that he had not seen the opinion of the ITU Legal Affairs Unit. He had, however, understood that all proposals for the addition of country names to No. 5.441B would be considered under agenda item 8. It was therefore unclear why they should be considered by the ad hoc group working on that footnote. The matter should be further discussed outside the Plenary on the basis of the text of the Legal Adviser’s opinion. The delegate of Germany endorsed those views, adding that such an approach to the treatment of proposals for the inclusion of country names in an existing footnote could have wider implications.
6.5	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that the Plenary might consider extending the deadline for the addition of country names in No. 5.441B specifically until Tuesday, 5 November 2019 at 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time), thereby also allowing the ad hoc group to make progress on what was a sensitive footnote. Proposals for the addition of country names should, however, be considered under agenda item 8 rather than by the ad hoc group. 
6.6	The delegate of the Russian Federation said that, when the agenda items had been distributed, it had been decided that No. 5.441B would not be considered under agenda item 8, but by Committee 4. During discussions in the ad hoc group, it was confirmed that the deadlines set applied only to the footnotes considered under agenda item 8 by Committee 6. He therefore shared the Bureau’s understanding that the deadline of 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time) on Friday, 1 November, which was rapidly approaching, should not apply to No. 5.441B. An appropriate deadline for the addition or deletion of country names would be once the ad hoc group had completed its work and the text of the footnote had been finalized. Such a course of action was clearly indicated in relevant resolutions and other guidance documents used by BR.
6.7	The delegate of the Republic of Korea sought confirmation that Committee 4 would discuss the proposals concerning the addition or deletion of country names in No. 5.441B.
6.8	The delegate of Zimbabwe shared the understanding of the Director of BR. Administrations should not be required to decide whether or not to add country names to No. 5.441B before seeing the final text. The delegate of Viet Nam endorsed that view, adding that administrations should be able to join the footnote until such time as the text had been finalized.
6.9	The delegate of Nigeria agreed that the deadline in question should not apply to No. 5.441B.
6.10	The delegate of Uzbekistan said that his country was categorically against the establishment of a deadline at the present juncture. The issue should be treated as a regular item of the agenda; it had been allocated to Committee 4 and was under discussion in the ad hoc group.
6.11	The delegate of Lithuania pointed out that No. 5.441B had been referred to Committee 4 for review of the technical criterion, not the addition of country names. He supported the suggestion of the delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
6.12	The delegate of France, recalling the report of the Director of BR, said that it was the criterion in No. 5.441B that was subject to review, not the list of country names. That was why the Plenary had decided that proposals for the addition of country names to footnotes should be considered by Committee 6 under agenda item 8; to do otherwise would be to go back on a decision of the Plenary.
6.13	The delegate of Brazil said that it was not appropriate to set a deadline at the present juncture as No. 5.441B was still under discussion. Administrations should be able to add country names once the final version of the footnote had been drafted, provided that there were no objections from any administration affected as a result. 
6.14	The Director of BR said that the matter was not going to be resolved at the present meeting and should be further discussed informally, taking into account the advice of the Legal Adviser, with a view to achieving a solution acceptable to all.
6.15	The delegates of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation said that it should be clearly stipulated that the deadline of Friday, 1 November 2019, at 1800 hours (Sharm el-Sheikh time), did not apply to No. 5.441B.
6.16	The Chairman took it that that deadline would not be applied to No. 5.441B. A deadline would be established at a subsequent plenary meeting once input had been received from the ad hoc group of Committee 4 on the content of the footnote.
6.17	It was so agreed.
7	Statement by the delegate of Germany on behalf of the CEPT countries
7.1	The delegate of Germany, speaking on behalf of the CEPT countries, congratulated the Chairman on his election and thanked the Egyptian Administration for its invitation and efforts to ensure the smooth running of the conference. The CEPT countries looked forward to discussions based on trust and mutual respect. He also expressed his personal appreciation to the delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran for his constructive suggestions in the course of RA-19.
8	Statement by the Minister of Communications and Information Technology of Samoa
8.1	H.E. Mr Afamasaga Lepuia’i Rico Tupa’i, Minister of Communications and Information Technology of Samoa, thanked the Egyptian Administration for its hospitality and expressed appreciation to the ITU Secretary-General and Director of BDT for their guidance and support, in particular to countries of the Pacific region. Samoa was mindful of the need to empower women in ICTs and was honoured to be hosting the ITU’s global Girls in ICT Day 2020 on its tenth anniversary. It warmly invited ITU members to that event. Speaking on behalf of the Pacific island countries, he expressed concern regarding the use of the C-band for satellite services. The band was extremely resilient to extreme weather conditions, to which the region was increasingly prone, and was essential for ensuring the sustainability of the economies of the Pacific island countries. He therefore appealed for no changes in regard to the C-band and noted that the needs of the minority should be considered in the further development of ICTs.
8.2	The Secretary-General agreed that much remained to be done to empower women and girls in ICTs. He thanked the Government of Samoa for its kind invitation and encouraged the ITU membership to attend the ITU’s global Girls in ICT Day on the beautiful island of Samoa in April 2020, thereby showing solidarity with a remote region that required assistance and strong communications in order to connect to the rest of the world.
The meeting rose at 1810 hours.
The Secretary-General:		The Chairman:
	
H. ZHAO										A. BADAWI
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Original: English
Annex A
Statement by the delegate of Slovenia

•	Slovenia would like to present some notes relating to chapter 7.4.2. of the Director's report on the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector dealing with harmful interference caused by Italy to the broadcasting services of its neighbouring countries.
•	The international harmonized use of radio spectrum for the needs of broadcasting content is very important for Slovenia. 
•	We understand it is crucial to ensuring equal access of citizens to information.
•	And to ensure exercising the right of every individual to be informed. 
•	From this point of view, the quality reception of broadcasting content using radio spectrum is one of the basic foundations of democracy in the media space.
•	We are pleased that the efforts at the international and bilateral levels have led to the solution of the problem of harmful interferences on the TV part of the radio spectrum. 
•	We would like to thank Italian colleagues for the implementation of the measures that led to the solution in 2017. 
•	We believe that with joint efforts a similar solution can be found in the field of other broadcasting services, which is still a huge issue for Slovenia. We particularly emphasize our expectations that the gradual transition to DAB+ is carried out in compliance with the ITU agreements and rules. There are no reasons to repeat the problem of non-harmonized use of radio spectrum from FM broadcasting.
•	We thank ITU for mediation and colleagues from other neighbouring countries for their joint efforts to solve the problems.
•	We believe that we must make every effort also in the future to finally eliminate all harmful interference.


Original: English
Annex B

Statement by the delegate of Italy

We are very surprised to hear the statement from the Slovenian representative for two main reasons. 
The first is that this morning I was approached by the Slovenian colleague and I spoke with her for about 20 minutes regarding this issue. At the end it was agreed that she would postpone the statement until after a further meeting of the two delegations to be held in the next days.
The second reason is that Italy and the neighbouring countries (Slovenia, France, Switzerland, Croatia, and Malta) are involved in work on two international tables to solve this harmful interference.
The first table has been established under the umbrella of the European Commission and we are meeting all the concerned countries three times a year; our last meeting took place in Croatia in the city of Zagreb last September.
The second table has been established under the umbrella of ITU-R that reports directly to RRB on the results obtained; for your information, the last meeting was held in June 2019 in Slovenia in the city of Ljubljana (these ITU meetings are chaired directly by an ITU representative).
For the time being, Italy has solved multiple (several hundred) interference cases: in particular, all the television interference toward Slovenia has already been resolved.
Regarding Digital Radio in the VHF band, we are ready to release a plan and Italy will use only the GE-06 rights.
Regarding the FM band, we are proceeding to solve issues on a case by case basis.
This spirit of cooperation and bilateral agreement that has guided our response to interference problems may be challenged by the attitude of other parties raising the problem with statements in the plenary sessions of WRC-19.
[bookmark: _Hlk23758456]We reserve the right to send you, in due course, a written statement to better explain our point of view.
Italy is going to continue to keep the door open and to continue to discuss this issue on the table that was mentioned before.

______________
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