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OF THE 
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	Monday, 28 October 2019, at 1500 hours


	Chairman: Mr W. SAYED (Egypt) (Dean of the Conference)
Later: Mr A. BADAWI (Egypt)



	
	Subjects discussed
	Documents

	1
	Opening of the meeting
	–

	2
	Election of the Chairman of the Conference
	–

	3
	Address by the Chairman of the Conference
	–

	4
	Minute of silence in memory of Mr Tarek Kamel, former Minister of Communications and Information Technology, Egypt
	–

	5
	Election of the vice-chairmen of the conference
	–

	6
	Structure of the conference
	DT/2

	7
	Election of the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the committees
	–

	8
	Composition of the conference secretariat
	–

	9
	Invitations to the conference
	–

	10
	Requests for participation received from international organizations
	–

	11
	Participation by observers
	9

	12
	Allocation of documents to committees
	DT/3

	13
	Report of the Director on ITU-R activities
	4+Add.1-5
+Add.2(Add.1)

	14
	Date by which the Credentials Committee must submit its conclusions
	2

	15
	Conference documents and working hours
	–

	16
	General Rules of conferences
	18

	17
	Statements by delegates
	–

	18
	Election of the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the committees (resumed)
	–

	19
	Closure of the meeting
	–



1	Opening of the meeting
1.1	The Dean of the Conference, Mr Wael Sayed (Egypt), welcomed participants and declared the World Radiocommunication Conference (Sharm el-Sheikh, 2019) open. The agenda of the plenary meeting (Document ADM/1) had been approved by the meeting of Heads of Delegation.
2	Election of the Chairman of the Conference
2.1	The Secretary-General said that when ITU held a conference outside Geneva, it was customary for the chairman to be nominated from the inviting government. It had been proposed that Mr Amr Badawi (Egypt) should serve as Chairman of the Conference.
2.2	The proposal was adopted by acclamation.
2.3	Mr Badawi took the chair.
3	Address by the Chairman of the Conference
3.1	The Chairman delivered the address reproduced in Annex A.
3.2	The Secretary-General and the delegates of the Russian Federation (on behalf of the RCC countries), the United Arab Emirates (on behalf of the Arab group), South Africa (on behalf of the African group), Mexico (on behalf of CITEL), Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the Republic of Korea (on behalf of the APT countries) congratulated the Chairman on his election and wished him every success.
4	Minute of silence in memory of Mr Tarek Kamel, former Minister of Communications and Information Technology, Egypt
4.1	The Conference observed a minute of silence in memory of Mr Tarek Kamel, former Minister of Communications and Information Technology, Egypt, who had played an important role in advancing ICTs in Egypt, Africa and the Middle East, and who had recently passed away.
5	Election of the vice-chairmen of the conference
5.1	The Secretary-General announced that the meeting of Heads of Delegation had decided to propose the following six persons as vice-chairmen of the conference:
Mr K.J. Wee (Republic of Korea)
Mr T. Al-Awadhi (United Arab Emirates)
Mr P. Zimri (South Africa)
Mr A. Kühn (Germany)
Ms G. Koh (United States)
Mr S. Pastukh (Russian Federation)
5.2	The proposals were adopted by acclamation.
6	Structure of the conference (Document DT/2)
6.1	The Secretary-General, introducing Document DT/2, recalled that the conference would be establishing seven committees. The four statutory committees were Committees 1 (Steering), 2 (Credentials), 3 (Budget Control) and 7 (Editorial). Specified agenda items would be dealt with by Committees 4, 5 and 6. 
6.2	Document DT/2 was approved.
7	Election of the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the committees
7.1	The Secretary-General announced that the meeting of Heads of Delegation had decided to propose the following nominations for the posts of chairmen and vice-chairmen of the committees:
Committee 1 – Steering
Committee 1 comprised the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the conference and of the various committees.
Committee 2 – Credentials
Chairman:		Mr T. Kim (Kazakhstan)
Vice-Chairmen:	Mr T. Chee (New Zealand)
		Mr A. Majeed (Iraq)
		Mr S. Ritchie (Ireland)
		Mr H. Bude (Uruguay)
		Mr H. Kanor (Ghana)
Committee 3 – Budget Control
Chairman:		Mr D. Obam (Kenya)
Vice-Chairmen:	Mr C. Hose (Australia)
		Mr M. Abdelhaseeb (Egypt)
		Mr A. Calinciuc (Romania)
		Mr N. Lopez Guerrero (Peru)
		Mr A. Kydyrmyshev (Kyrgyzstan) 
		Mr A. Kisaka (Tanzania)
Committee 4 – Specified agenda items
Chairman:		Mr J. Arias (Mexico)
Vice-Chairmen:	Mr H. Seong (Republic of Korea)
		Mr M. Aljnoobi (Saudi Arabia)
		Mr G. Osinga (Netherlands)
		Ms G. Abdullayev (Azerbaijan)
		Ms S. Banyenza (Tanzania)
Committee 5 – Specified agenda items
Chairman:		Mr N. Kawai (Japan)
Vice-Chairmen:	Mr P.N. Phuong (Viet Nam)
		Mr A. Belkhadir (Morocco)
		Mr E. Fournier (France)
		Mr T. Bakaus (Brazil)
		Mr M. Strelets (Russian Federation) 
		Mr S.B. Coulibaly (Mali)
Committee 6 – Specified agenda items
Chairman:		Mr M. Weber (Germany)
Vice-Chairmen:	Mr Y. Xie (China)
		Mr K. Smail (Algeria)
		Ms C. Cook (Canada)
		Mr D. Dusmatov (Uzbekistan)
		Mr V.H. Ottou (Cameroon) 
		Mr A. Kholod (Switzerland)
Committee 7 – Editorial
Chairman:		Mr C. Rissone (France)
Vice-Chairmen:	Mr G. Yayi (Benin)
		Mr D. Cherkesov (Russian Federation)
		Ms R. Gharsallaoui (Tunisia)
		Ms C. Lyons (United Kingdom)
		Ms I. Martinez Ponte (Spain)
		Mr Z. Zhao (China)
7.2	The proposals were adopted by acclamation.
8	Composition of the conference secretariat
8.1	The Secretary-General informed the conference that the following ITU staff members would make up the conference secretariat:
Secretary of the Conference:	Mr H. Zhao (ITU Secretary-General)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secretary of the Plenary
and Committee 1:			Ms J. Wilson
Secretary of Committee 2:	Mr N. Volanis
Secretaries of Committee 3:	Mr A. Ba and Mr W. Ijeh 
Secretary of Committee 4: 	Mr K. Bogens
Secretary of Committee 5:	Mr N. Malaguti
Secretary of Committee 6:	Mr P. Aubineau
Secretary of Committee 7: 	Mr E. Dalhen
Administrative Secretary:	Mr X. Liu
Executive Secretary:		Ms J. Wilson
8.2	The composition of the conference secretariat was noted.
9	Invitations to the conference
9.1	The Secretary of the Plenary said that information on invitations to the conference was available on the ITU website. 
9.2	That information was noted.
10	Requests for participation received from international organizations
10.1	The Secretary-General said that information on requests for participation received from international organizations was available on the ITU website.
10.2	That information was noted.
11	Participation by observers (Document 9)
11.1	The Secretary-General drew attention to Document 9, noting that updated information on the observers permitted to participate was available on the ITU website.
11.2	Document 9 was noted.
12	Allocation of documents to committees (Document DT/3)
12.1	The Secretary of the Plenary introduced Document DT/3, which showed the distribution of agenda items and the allocation of documents by committee. 
12.2	The allocation of documents, as set out in Document DT/3, was approved.
12.3	The Chairman said that any suggestions to modify the allocation of documents should be made at the committee level and brought back to the Plenary if necessary.
12.4	The Secretary-General said that the allocation of documents was rarely approved at the first plenary meeting and thanked all participants for their spirit of cooperation.
12.5	The delegate of the Russian Federation, speaking on behalf of the RCC countries, listed a number of agenda items or aspects thereof for which consensus had been reached regarding how they should be addressed. He suggested that, in order to increase the effectiveness of the work of the conference, they should be taken up at the committee level rather than the working or drafting group level, thereby saving time in the working and drafting groups and allowing delegates to focus on more complex and as yet unresolved items. While the list could be amended by the committees as they saw fit, he suggested that the approach be endorsed by the Plenary as a matter of principle, to be applied by the committees as they deemed appropriate.
12.6	The Chairman suggested that the committees be requested to apply the proposed approach as they saw fit.
12.7	It was so agreed.
13	Report of the Director on ITU-R activities (Document 4, Addenda 1-5 and Addendum 1 to Addendum 2)
13.1	The Director of BR briefly introduced his report on ITU-R activities since WRC-15 set out in Document 4 and its addenda. The report, which was submitted to WRC-19 pursuant to the provisions of CV180 and under item 9 of the agenda, was divided into five parts, with each part presented in a separate addendum. Parts 1, 4 and 5 were basically for noting by the Plenary, whereas Parts 2 and 3 were to be considered at committee level, for appropriate action. In respect of part two of the report, he drew attention to the note to agenda item 9.2, which stipulated: “This agenda item is strictly limited to the Report of the Director on any difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations and the comments from administrations.” The various parts of his report would be introduced and examined in detail in the relevant committees.
13.2	Document 4 and its addenda were noted, on the understanding that they would be transmitted to the relevant committees for consideration.
14	Date by which the Credentials Committee must submit its conclusions (Document 2)
14.1	The Secretary of the Plenary recalled that, in accordance with No. 334 of the Convention, and as had been customary practice in previous conferences, it was for the Plenary to decide on the date by which the Credentials Committee must submit its conclusions. The secretariat proposed to follow the same procedure and to set the date by which the final report of the Credentials Committee must be submitted to the Plenary as Wednesday, 13 November 2019.
14.2	It was so agreed.
15	Conference documents and working hours
15.1	The Secretary of the Plenary said that the meeting of Heads of Delegation had proposed that the conference adopt the following working hours: 0900-1200 hours and 1400-1700 hours, except for Friday afternoons, when the working hours would be 1430-1730 hours. The Steering Committee, which would be meeting that same day, would examine and publish the schedule of meetings.
15.2	The Chairman said that evening meetings could be scheduled, if necessary.
15.3	The working hours proposed by the meeting of Heads of Delegation were approved.
16	General Rules of conferences (Document 18)
16.1	The Secretary of the Plenary invited participants to bear in mind the General Rules of conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union adopted by the Plenipotentiary Conference and to adhere to them, in particular those highlighted in Document 18.
16.2	Document 18 was noted.
17	Statements by delegates 
17.1	The delegates of the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia expressed appreciation for the Egyptian Administration’s hospitality and wished participants every success in their work.
17.2	The delegate of Turkey also expressed appreciation to the Egyptian Administration. He nevertheless pointed out that members of his and other delegations had been unable to attend the opening ceremony owing to problems with the issuing of badges. He stressed that all participants should be treated equally and requested assurance that the incident would not arise again, either during the current conference or in the future.
17.3	The Chairman said that the regrettable incident had been caused by security procedures beyond the control of either ITU or the Egyptian Administration. All possible steps would be taken to avoid such situations in the future.
17.4	The delegate of Egypt welcomed the kind words spoken regarding Egyptian hospitality. Turning to the problems experienced by members of the Turkish delegation, he said that the circumstances had been exceptional, involving extremely tight security, for which neither the Egyptian Administration nor ITU had been responsible. Steps would certainly be taken to improve procedures and to avoid similar problems in the future. 
17.5	The delegate of South Africa, speaking on behalf of the African group, welcomed the fact that the conference was being held, for the first time, on African soil. She stressed the need for conference participants to examine issues from the point of view of human development and sustainability, beyond the interests of individual administrations or regions.
18	Election of the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the committees (resumed)
18.1	The delegate of Mexico, speaking on behalf of CITEL, thanked the Egyptian Administration for hosting the conference. His organization, which had been prevented by technical problems from speaking earlier in the present meeting, wished to nominate Ms Amy Sanders of the United States for election as a vice-chairman of Committee 4.
18.2	The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that, although his delegation was willing – exceptionally – to accept that late nomination, it was important that, in the future, discussions on agenda items that had been finalized should not be reopened.
18.3	The Chairman took it that, in the absence of any objections, the Plenary wished to adopt the proposal to nominate Ms Sanders as a vice-chairman of Committee 4. 
18.4	It was so agreed.
19	Closure of the meeting
19.1	The Director of BR said that he appreciated delegates’ patience with regard to certain technical difficulties that had arisen. Far more positively, he drew attention to the speed with which a number of agenda items had been dealt with, namely the conference structure, the election of the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the committees, and the allocation of documents. That constituted a significant achievement, and was testimony to the work carried out behind the scenes by the Informal Group that was chaired by Mr Tariq Al Awadhi (United Arab Emirates).
19.2	The Chairman welcomed the spirit of compromise evident in the work of the informal group and hoped it would be carried over to the conference’s deliberations.

The meeting rose at 1535 hours.


The Secretary-General:								The Chairman:
          H. ZHAO									 A. BADAWI
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Original: Arabic
ANNEX A
Address by the Chairman of the Conference
Mr Wael Sayed, Dean of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019,
Mr Houlin Zhao, Secretary General, ITU,
Mr Mario Maniewicz, Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau,
Ladies and gentlemen, Heads of delegations, representatives of governments, 
It is a great pleasure being here among you today as the chair of the World Radiocommunication Conference of 2019. I had the honour twice before to be the head of the Egyptian delegation at the WRCs in Geneva in 2007 and 2012, during which I have witnessed the complex discussions that take place and how much time and energy are being spent to be able to reach agreement. 
During the last two decades, world radiocommunication conferences have become more challenging. This is due to, on the one hand, excessive and complex agenda items, resulting from the advancement in radiocommunication technologies, and on the other hand, scarce radiocommunication spectrum and orbital resources. Moreover, the time available for studies is almost less than 3 years between two consecutive WRCs. Study groups must perform sharing and compatibility studies using different assumptions, different inputs and mostly using simulation procedures during this period which, in some cases, has led to inconsistencies in the results of these studies.
In addition, Member States have different requirements from one country to another, from one region to another, and from one service to another.
Having said that, it is not easy to find mutual agreement to these divergent requirements, and in order to be able to respond to such differences, I will need your help, honourable delegates.
Therefore, I urge you to take some important principles into consideration during the conference. These include the spirit of mutual understanding, collaboration, demonstration of latitude, flexibility and tolerance. 
I believe that following these guiding principles will enable WRC-19 to reach consensus. One way to understand consensus is that while not everyone may be totally satisfied with or entirely agrees to a certain outcome, they could still live with such outcome.
Our goal is to reach consensus by addressing the expectations of everyone. We should acknowledge that there will never be complete agreement on all items, it will not be possible for any Member to achieve their exact priorities and required results for every item, however, we need to work hard together and make some compromises to achieve satisfactory results.
The conference is expected, among other things, to duly respond to many of the expectations of the radiocommunication community in addressing the advancement of technology, emerging issues and the needs for additional spectrum/orbital resources. The conference is required not to favour the demands of a particular country, a group of countries, or a region at the expense of another on a certain topic or any particular agenda item. On the contrary, the conference should exert utmost effort to consider those expectations, in a fair, realistic, positive, transparent and balanced manner.
With that in mind, I would seek your support in adhering to the following basic principles:
•	While fully recognizing the rights of every government to make congratulatory statements at plenary, committees and working groups, we hope that such statements be only delivered on a regional basis and not by individual states.
•	Regarding the presentation of proposals, In the interest of efficiency and effectiveness, and in order to save time and avoid repetition, unless specifically requested by a delegation, no documents are expected to be presented either at the level of plenary or at committee level. Instead, presentation of proposals is to be made at the level of working groups and drafting groups.
•	When a document is submitted on behalf of a regional group or on behalf of joint countries, no other member signatory to that proposal is expected to support or oppose it.
•	And finally, delegations are expected to mutually collaborate and respect the prevailing circumstances. 
Please always remember the elements mentioned above such as tolerance, flexibility, cooperation and collaboration. They are essential and fundamental elements for the progress of work and success of the conference.
Ladies and gentlemen,
I rely on you to make this conference successful. I will be available for your consultations, discussions and deliberations. My door is always open; you can always visit me at my office. I will do my best to attend most of the conference meetings and regions’ meetings. I will try to be of assistance in any way possible. I promise you a fair, transparent and open handling of all the conference issues targeting a fair consensus that will provide a win-win solution for all parties. I wish you all the best in your deliberations.
On a final note, I wish you a pleasant stay in Sharm el-Sheikh and I hope you can reach consensus early enough to be able to enjoy the different attractions offered by this city and region. I would like to inform you that the Egyptian Organizing Committee has made all the necessary arrangements to ensure you a comfortable and fruitful stay in Sharm and in the Conference Centre. Moreover, please allow me on behalf of all of you to thank the Egyptian Administration headed by H.E President Abdelfattah Al-Sisi and H.E. the Minister of Communications and Information Technology Dr Amr Sameh Talaat for their excellent preparations and support for WRC-19.
Before I finish my address to you, I would like to ask you to observe a minute of silence in tribute of the passing away of H.E. Dr Tarek Kamel, former Minister of Communications and Information Technology of Egypt, and a worldwide renowned expert in the ICT field two weeks ago. He was instrumental in the development of the telecom field in Egypt and in the Internet worldwide and a strong supporter for the ITU activities in Africa and the Middle East.
Thank you for your attention. Let’s start our work towards a successful WRC-19.


______________
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