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1	Expressions of condolence, support and solidarity following the terrorist attacks in Paris on Friday, 13 November 
1.1	The Chairman, expressing his sincere condolences, support and solidarity to the Government and people of France and to the families of the victims following the coordinated, multiple terrorist attacks in Paris on Friday, 13 November 2015, delivered the address reproduced in Annex A.
1.2	The Conference observed one minute of silence in honour of the victims of the terrorist attacks. 
1.3	The Secretary-General delivered the address reproduced in Annex B.
1.4	The delegate of France delivered the address reproduced in Annex C.
1.5	The delegates of New Zealand, on behalf of APT, Kenya, on behalf of Africa, the United Arab Emirates, on behalf of the Arab Group, the United States, on behalf of CITEL, Germany on behalf of CEPT, Armenia on behalf of RCC, and Lebanon expressed their deepest condolences and sympathy to the Government and people of France and to the families of the victims of the terrorist attacks, which they stated were senseless and unjustifiable on any grounds, and roundly condemned. Terrorist attacks, to which several speakers’ countries had been subjected, constituted an act of aggression not only against an individual State, but also against the whole of humanity and its shared values. They expressed their strong solidarity with France, stood ready to provide any assistance to the French authorities, and emphasized the need to redouble efforts to combat the scourge of terrorism.
The meeting rose at 1110 hours.
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ANNEX A
Address by the Chairman of the Conference

Distinguished delegates and colleagues,
I welcome you to this extraordinary plenary meeting, which has been convened following the coordinated multiple terrorist attacks that were carried out in Paris on Friday night. We are therefore gathered this morning at this extraordinary plenary meeting, to express our solidarity to the victims, their families, as well as the Government and people of France.
With a deep feeling of pain and grief, on behalf of all delegates and participants to the ITU 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-15), I would like to express our sincere condolences to the Government and people of France and in particular, the French delegation present at this WRC-15 for this tragedy.
It is true that we live in a dynamic world of telecommunications and ICTs; it is equally true that evil and wickedness have also continued to increase in sophistication and extraordinarily dreadful dimensions. I believe that those present in this conference are bright minds and smart people with diverse expertise and ideas that can help in the design of solutions that would help humanity and greatly reduce to the minimum this type of ugly incident in our society. I therefore urge us as individuals, corporate entities and administrations to make every effort to assist humanity in this direction. You may wish to recall that we did it for the aviation industry through our response in the allocation of spectrum to facilitate global flight tracking (GFT) in response to the unfortunate incident of the disappearance of the Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 on 8 March 2014.
I want to assure the French delegation that I and all the delegations present at this WRC15 share in your pain for this great loss. I pray that Almighty God grant us all the comfort and peace we all need to overcome this tragedy.
Permit me therefore at this point in time to request that we all stand up for one minute of silence in honour of all the departed. We may now rise.
I will now give the floor to the ITU Secretary-General for him to address the plenary, following which I will accept only a few short interventions from the floor - one from each region, including of course one from France. I am sure you realize that we do not wish to extend this plenary beyond a few minutes, in order to allow the conference to continue with its normal work.
I thank you for your kind understanding by responding to our call for this extraordinary plenary.



Original: English/French

ANNEX B
Address by the Secretary-General

Excellencies,
Colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,
For several weeks now, the World Radiocommunication Conference has symbolized solidarity among peoples assembled and working together to manage shared resources as efficiently as possible and for the common good. The radio-frequency spectrum and the geostationary-satellite orbit are almost intangible values, but ones which are nevertheless all around us and part and parcel of our daily life.
Last Friday, it was other values, just as intangible and yet fundamental components of human nature, which were challenged and attacked head on by the terrorists in Paris.
All our thoughts at this time are with the victims, their families and their loved ones. We stand in total solidarity with the people of France, a country which is not only a symbol but indeed a standard-bearer of human rights, for humankind in all its diversity – cultural, political and religious. Our heartfelt affection goes out to the French delegation, who this morning continue their work with a heavy heart.
As you know, there was an attack in the Beirut suburb of Burj al-Barajneh with a number of fatalities and injured and during the last days there were other terrorist attacks in various countries.
On behalf of ITU, I condemn these senseless and despicable attacks, and on behalf of all of us gathered here, I would like to express my deepest condolences to the victims and their families and wish a speedy recovery to those injured. We stand firmly with the people and Government of France and with others who suffered terrible terrorist attacks.   
I assure you that ITU is working closely with the Geneva authorities and the UN security management team to ensure the safety and security of all delegates attending WRC-15 as well as ITU staff. ITU staff and I shall do our utmost to be of any assistance to you in these difficult times. 
In the meanwhile, I can also assure you that WRC-15 will continue with its important deliberations without any hindrance whatsoever. 
I am convinced that the values of tolerance, understanding, exchange, compromise and solidarity which underpin ITU’s mission and the work of this conference can only emerge stronger than ever in the face of such acts of wanton violence.
We thus stand with you. We are by your side, and together with you face up to our common destiny.
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ANNEX C
Address by the delegate of France

Mr Chairman of the conference,
Mr Secretary-General,
Mr Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau,
Excellencies Ambassadors,
Distinguished delegates,

I take the floor on behalf of the French delegation to express the pain we feel in our hearts since the terrible events of last Friday, and to associate you in our thoughts for the victims, trying as I speak to contain the emotion which is overwhelming me at this time.
In the wake of this horrendous attack on Paris and Saint-Denis, the thoughts come thick and fast and are hard to express.
First of all, there are awful images, which we have all seen, and mortifying witness accounts: of people crying as they search for their children who they have only just learned had gone out to enjoy themselves that evening… of survivors telling of their hours of fear as they hid behind a door just a few metres from a terrorist threatening a hostage. The piles of bodies they discover when they are finally freed. The accident and emergency doctors who had never seen so many wounded and injured all at once. A father talking about his daughter, just after hearing she is dead…
Then comes the utter bewilderment that such a tragedy could be the deliberate act of human beings, and the sudden accompanying realization that other peoples have been through the same pain and horror in recent days, weeks or years. Some live with it on a daily basis. I would not dare attempt to list all the countries which have been scarred by such events: Lebanon is still fresh in our minds, as are Egypt and Russia, and I am sure you are thinking of others, too, in Europe and across the five continents.
Paris, therefore, in the tumult of what some are already calling a war, is not alone. The 133 victims, the dozens of critically injured, join those of our neighbours.
“Evil thrives in the vacuum left by an absence of thought”. Among the comments captured on French television on Sunday I was struck by this reference to Hannah Arendt, a German and later American citizen, and a leading light in twentieth-century history and thought, known for her analysis of totalitarianism. While intellectual thought does indeed help us to overcome the sense of bewilderment, we still feel helpless in the face of such acts.
France has already confronted terrible times, and, as you know, resistance is one of my country’s strengths, along with sacrifice for the freedom of its children. My country has often drawn the strength to resist also from the generous support of the peoples of your countries, in Europe, Africa, the Americas, Asia and Oceania.
Your support thus, once again, goes straight to our hearts. Your monuments lit up in the three colours of the French flag send us a sign of your friendship and your solidarity.
Allow me finally to extend my personal thanks and those of the French delegation to the Chairman of the conference and the Secretary-General for their kind words, and to the many delegations and many delegates who have sent us their messages of sympathy and support over the past two days.
This leaves only the most important duty, in these hours of mourning: to unite in our thoughts for the victims, their families, their loved ones, the young people who lost their lives in this turmoil, as if they were our own: for they are.
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