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	Proposals for the work of the conference

	

	Agenda item 7


7	to consider possible changes, and other options, in response to Resolution 86 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, an advance publication, coordination, notification and recording procedures for frequency assignments pertaining to satellite networks, in accordance with Resolution 86 (Rev.WRC‑07) to facilitate rational, efficient, and economical use of radio frequencies and any associated orbits, including the geostationary‑satellite orbit;

Introduction 
To date, the Radio Regulations do not support a mechanism that allows modification of characteristics of a recorded assignment in the Appendices 30, 30A List in accordance with the obtained coordination agreements and with the actual operational parameters of a satellite network. 
This contribution proposes a method to allow a modification of characteristics (such as reduction of power/gain/service area, etc.) of an assignment after it has been successfully recorded in the Appendices 30, 30A Regions 1 & 3 List, with the purpose to better reflect the actual situation and thus increase the efficiency of spectrum use. 
Background
It is rather often that coordination agreements are reached between administrations with respect to satellite networks that are already recorded in the Appendices 30, 30A List, which may require modifications of various characteristics of the recorded assignments (such as reduction of power/gain/service area, as well as avoidance of certain frequencies or polarizations).
The current text of Appendices 30, 30A does not contain any provision that allows a modification of characteristics of a recorded assignment in the Appendices 30, 30A Regions 1 & 3 List of Additional Uses. Regardless of whether the modified characteristics are within the envelope of the recorded assignment, currently the only possible method to modify the characteristics of a List assignment is to reinitiate the procedure of Article 4 of Appendices 30, 30A for introducing a new assignment to be included in the List. Such assignment would have a new date of receipt and would be subject to new coordination requirements. Hence, it is rather improbable that an administration would submit a new assignment to replace a recorded List assignment merely in order to adjust the recorded characteristics to better reflect the actual operational situation. Consequently, the recorded assignments in Appendices 30, 30A List rarely reflect the actual use of spectrum.
This situation often makes it more challenging for newly submitted networks to enter the List. It also encourages – and in certain cases obliges – the use of provision § 4.1.18 of Appendices 30, 30A by the newcomers, which allows entering the List on a basis of non-interference. Moreover, in the current situation the recorded characteristics of certain List assignments may often cause severe degradation in the Reference Situation (EPM) of new incoming assignments, which can significantly degrade their protection level from further newcomers. However, in many cases this degradation may not reflect the actual situation that was resolved through coordination agreements. 
Therefore, enabling a mechanism that would allow modification, in a form of characteristics reduction, of a recorded assignment in the List would help to better reflect the actual operational situation and the obtained frequency coordination between assignments, and thus support a more efficient use of spectrum.
It is important to note that the proposed introduction of such mechanism into the regulatory text of Appendices 30, 30A would grant administrations the possibility to modify the characteristics recorded in the List, without imposing any mandatory burden to submit such modifications.
Proposal
The proposed method is based on introducing certain additions in the text of Article 4 of Appendices 30 and 30A that would address the case of modification of an assignment recorded in the List:  according to which, when the modified characteristics are within the envelope characteristics of the recorded assignment, the Bureau shall update the characteristics of the assignment in the List and in the MIFR in accordance with the proposed modification and publish this information in a BR IFIC. The reduced effect (the improved Reference Situation) caused by the modified List assignment with respect to all the affected assignments (Plan/List/pending assignments), shall be reviewed and updated by the Bureau. However, if the modified characteristics exceed the envelope characteristics of the assignment recorded in the List, the proposed modification shall be considered as a newly submitted assignment and the procedures of Article 4 of Appendices 30, 30A shall be applied. 
The Cost Recovery issue for a submission of a modification in characteristics of an assignment already recorded in the List under Appendices 30, 30A, should be considered by the Council. 



[bookmark: _Toc330560546]APPENDIX 30 (REV.WRC‑12) *
[bookmark: _Toc330560547]Provisions for all services and associated Plans and List1 for
the broadcasting-satellite service in the frequency bands
11.7-12.2 GHz (in Region 3), 11.7-12.5 GHz (in Region 1)
         and 12.2-12.7 GHz (in Region 2)    (WRC‑03)
ARTICLE  4     (Rev.WRC‑03)
Procedures for modifications to the Region 2 Plan or 
for additional uses in Regions 1 and 33
4.1	Provisions applicable to Regions 1 and 3
MOD	ISR/88A21/1
4.1.1	An administration proposing to include a new or modified assignment in the List shall seek the agreement of those administrations whose services are considered to be affected, i.e. administrations:

NOC
4.1.1
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

ADD	ISR/88A21/2
4.1.1bis	A notice of a change in characteristics of an assignment already recorded in the List shall be treated by the Bureau in the regular order of receipt, in accordance with §4.1.23bis.

ADD	ISR/88A21/3
4.1.23bis	A notice of a change in characteristics of an assignment already recorded in the List, as specified in Appendix 4, shall be examined by the Bureau:
a)	In cases where:
–	the assignments of any other administration received by the Bureau in accordance with § 4.1.3 or § 4.2.6, or § 7.1 of Article 7, or No. 9.7 before the date of receipt of the proposed modification under this provision; or
–	the assignments of any other administration contained in the Plans or the Lists; or
–	the terrestrial services of any other administration,
	are considered as being affected and receive more interference as a result of the modification than that produced by the recorded assignment in the List, the proposed modification shall be considered as a newly submitted assignment and the provisions of § 4.1 and the subsequent procedure shall be applied.  
b)	Otherwise, when the modified characteristics are within the envelope characteristics of the recorded assignment, the Bureau shall update the characteristics of the assignment in the List in accordance with the proposed modification and publish this information in a Special Section of its BR IFIC. The reduced effect of the modified List assignment on all the affected assignments contained in the Plan or in the List or for which the procedure under § 4.1 has been initiated before the date of receipt of the proposed modification under this provision, shall be reviewed and updated by the Bureau. The Bureau shall also update respectively the corresponding notified assignment recorded in the Master International Frequency Register (MIFR) so that it complies with the conditions specified under § 5.2.1 of Article 5, and publish this information in a Special Section of its BR IFIC.  (WRC-15)

[bookmark: _Toc330560562]APPENDIX 30A (REV.WRC‑12)*
[bookmark: _Toc330560563]Provisions and associated Plans and List1 for feeder links for the broadcasting-satellite service (11.7-12.5 GHz in Region 1, 12.2-12.7 GHz
in Region 2 and 11.7-12.2 GHz in Region 3) in the frequency bands
14.5-14.8 GHz2 and 17.3-18.1 GHz in Regions 1 and 3,
and 17.3-17.8 GHz in Region 2     (WRC‑03)
ARTICLE 4     (Rev.WRC‑03)
Procedures for modifications to the Region 2 feeder-link Plan 
or for additional uses in Regions 1 and 3
4.1	Provisions applicable to Regions 1 and 3
MOD	ISR/88A21/4
4.1.1	An administration proposing to include a new or modified assignment in the feeder-link List shall seek the agreement of those administrations whose services are considered to be affected, i.e. administrations4, 5:

NOC
4.1.1
a)
b)
c)
d)

ADD	ISR/88A21/5
4.1.1bis	A notice of a change in characteristics of an assignment already recorded in the List shall be treated by the Bureau in the regular order of receipt, in accordance with §4.1.23bis.

ADD	ISR/88A21/6
4.1.23bis	A notice of a change in the characteristics of an assignment already recorded in the feeder-Link List, as specified in Appendix 4, shall be examined by the Bureau: 
a)	In cases where:
–	the assignments of any other administration received by the Bureau in accordance with § 4.1.3 or § 4.2.6, or § 7.1 of Article 7, or No. 9.7 before the date of receipt of the proposed modification under this provision; or
–	the assignments of any other administration contained in the Plans or the Lists,
	are considered as being affected and receive more interference as a result of the modification than that produced by the recorded assignment in the List, the proposed modification shall be considered as a newly submitted assignment and the provisions of § 4.1 and the subsequent procedure shall be applied.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]b)	Otherwise, when the modified characteristics are within the envelope characteristics of the recorded assignment, the Bureau shall update the characteristics of the assignment in the List in accordance with the proposed modification and publish this information in a Special Section of its BR IFIC. The reduced effect of the modified List assignment on all the affected assignments contained in the Plan or in the List or for which the procedure under § 4.1 has been initiated before the date of receipt of the proposed modification under this provision, shall be reviewed and updated by the Bureau. The Bureau shall also update respectively the corresponding notified assignment recorded in the Master International Frequency Register (MIFR) so that it complies with the conditions specified under § 5.2.1 of Article 5, and publish this information in a Special Section of its BR IFIC.  (WRC-15)
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