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Introduction
The Radiocommunication Advisory Group in its 18th meeting 8-10 June 2011, agreed to establish a Correspondence Group (CG) to review and define requirements for a consolidated and integrated BR information system largely shared with the membership for the treatment of space and terrestrial notices and establish a roadmap for its implementation, together with a work plan and costs involved. RAG during its 19th Meeting endorsed the conclusions of the CG (RAG12-1/5-E) and advised the Director to implement the recommended actions within the proposed time-frame, as described in the roadmap, which comprises Phase 1 (Implementation of WRC-12 decisions) until 31 December 2012; Phase 2 (Rewrite some existing software) until 31 December 2015, and Phase 3 (Set up a project team to implement common framework, security system and centralized space database) from 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2018. RAG encouraged Member States and Sector Members to give their comments on Phase 3 and invited BR to report on the progress made to the next meetings of the RAG. In its report the RAG Correspondence Group noted that systematic transfer of knowledge of experienced staff to newly recruited professionals may result in increased workload and may contribute to resource problems. 
In its report RAG CG has highlighted that core BR Information Systems are using the INGRES database management system. Recently support from ITU Information Systems Department of the INGRES database management system has been reduced and it may stop during 2017. This fact raises concerns of the stability and maintainability of the core systems.
Proposal
Reactivate the RAG Correspondence Group on BR Information System with the view to examine the impact of the reduced support for the INGRES database management system and make proposals for options to ensure maintainability and stability of the core systems. 
The Correspondence Group should complete its work and its Chairman should submit the Group’s report to RAG by the 2016 meeting of RAG. 
RAG advises the Director to set up a project team to implement common framework, security system and centralized space database as outlined in the report RAG12-1/5-E of the RAG CG on BR Information Systems and to take into account the findings of the reactivated RAG CG.
ANNEX
Terms of reference of the Correspondence Group 
on BR information systems
1	Scope of work
The Correspondence Group shall prepare a report intended to provide advice to the Director, BR, on the following aspects, taking into account the summary of conclusions of the 22nd meeting of RAG:
–	review existing software and databases;
–	review notice processing workflows;
–	review the means to ensure the security and integrity of the software and databases;
–	evaluate existing platforms;
–	evaluate cost/benefit implications and give recommendations;
–	prioritize recommendations;
–	establish target dates and a roadmap based on the recommendations.
2	Form of work 
The Correspondence Group shall work by correspondence. Some physical meetings of the members of the Correspondence Group may be foreseen, if strictly necessary.
3	Working methods 
Access for the members of the Correspondence Group to documentation from the Bureau is under the authorization of the Director. The Group may conduct interviews, surveys, use questionnaires or any other means appropriate to achieve the targets described above. 
4	Time-frame
The Correspondence Group shall resume its work as of 1 July 2015. The Correspondence Group shall complete its work and its Chairman shall submit the Group’s report to RAG by the 2016 meeting of RAG. 
5	Composition
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Correspondence Group shall be composed of members from the membership, the Radiocommunication Bureau and the ITU Information Services Department. 
The Chairman of the Correspondence Group is….
(e-mail: ), 
assisted by 
(e-mail: ).
BR will provide the secretariat support for the Correspondence Group.
Sharepoint site: Available on the RAG website at http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/RAG.
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