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	Studies on alternatives to service harmonisation for
international spectrum management


DRAFT NEW RESOLUTION

Studies on alternatives to service harmonisation for international
spectrum management
The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2012),

considering

a) that the traditional spectrum allocation framework is based on a service harmonisation principle whereby spectrum bands are allocated to specific services;

b) that the service harmonisation principle has been adopted in order to simplify the management of interference on an international basis;

c) that the service harmonisation principle had been adopted since the first Radio Telegraph Conference of Berlin in 1906 where frequency bands were allocated to the maritime service;

d) that previous World Radiocommunication Conferences (WRCs) have recognized that there is a convergence of radio technologies and services;

e) that these previous World Radiocommunication Conferences (WRCs) have considered the possibility of enhancing the international spectrum regulatory framework;

f) that no studies carried out by ITU-R so far has investigated alternatives to the service harmonisation principle;

g) that administrations have adopted or are in the process of adopting service and technology neutral approaches to spectrum management on a national basis with a view to improving flexibility and authorising secondary access to spectrum;

h) that in order to obtain the required degree of flexibility at national level while not causing harmful interference at international level, these administrations may use Article 4.4 of the Radio Regulations;

i) that through the application of Article 4.4 administrations having adopted service and technology neutral approaches to spectrum management on a national basis cannot claim protection from cross-border harmful interference;

j) that administrations having adopted service and technology neutral approaches to spectrum management at a national level have defined procedures that aim at managing interference directly through means such as the definition of technology and service neutral technical parameters relating to explicit receiver and/or explicit transmitter performance characteristics;

recognizing

a) that the service harmonisation principle on which the traditional spectrum allocation  framework is based is closely related to the vertical integration paradigm where technology is application dependent;

b) that interference management under the service harmonisation principle may be defined as being indirect interference management based on the compatibility between services allocated to the same and adjacent frequency bands;

resolves to invite WRC-15

to review the results of studies called for under resolves to invite ITU‑R and consider revision of the Radio Regulations as appropriate,

resolves to invite ITU-R

1 to identify frequency bands where technology and service neutral approaches may be applied to the international spectrum regulatory framework;

2 to conduct, for identified frequency bands, technical, regulatory and operational studies on alternative methods of managing interference at the international level, that are service and technology neutral;

3 to define the minimum technical, regulatory and operational requirements for the implementation of these alternative methods for identified frequency bands and their impact on the Radio Regulations;

4 to identify the advantages and disadvantages of these alternative methods specially for dynamic and opportunistic spectrum access;

5 to investigate how these alternative methods would operate for the protection of stations across borders;

6 to investigate whether these alternative methods may be defined on explicit basis and implemented with a view to decreasing the level of uncertainty in spectrum access at country borders either in the same band or in adjacent bands; 

invites administrations
to participate actively in the studies by submitting contributions to ITU-R
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