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	IMPROVED AUDIO/VISUAL CAPABILITIES FOR PAPERLESS MEETINGS
IN THE  ITU-R



The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the leading organization for telecommunications in the world.  In this regard it has taken the lead in introducing “paperless” working methods into its activities. These include the work of the ITU-R Study Groups and their associated Working Parties, the Plenipotentiary Conference, the Conference Preparatory Conferences (CPMs), World Radiocommunications Conferences (WRCs), and Radiocommunication Assemblies (RAs).  

In resolves 3, Resolution 167 (Guadalajara, 2010), calls upon the ITU to “continue to develop its electronic working methods concerning the development, distribution and approval of documents, and the promotion of paperless meetings” as a means of strengthening ITU capabilities for electronic meetings and means.  This contribution recommends that the Director investigate the introduction of several additional methods to facilitate the work of the ITU-R and to draw attention to these method(s) in the action plan envisioned by Resolution 167 (Guadalajara, 2010), as appropriate.

1. Comprehensive Text Editing

As part of the “paperless” management of its documentation, the ITU-R has introduced the capability for the chairs of various level drafting groups including Plenary to edit text under consideration on large screens in the rooms where the drafting is taking place. This provides the opportunity for “real time” editing of the documents being discussed. Indeed it provides for a more efficient use of the limited meeting time available.  However, there are some limitations with the current methods which could be addressed.

Often when editing documents, there are requests to increase the font size or change the color of the text, or dim the meeting room lights. These requests are due to the difficulty of adequately being able to view the text under consideration.  Such difficulties could be overcome if the text being edited “on the big screen” could simultaneously be viewed on individual laptop computers, which are now the necessary replacement for paper. 

Fortunately, capabilities exist to overcome the problems described above.  The capabilities consist of software, which provides for the simultaneous display of the editing on the chairs computer, which is connected to the large screen, and all of the computers that may be in the room where the drafting is taking place.  An example of such capability may be found at Webex.com. There may be other similar techniques available.  An examination of this website indicates that large numbers of computers can be accommodated. Therefore, it appears that this type of capability might be adapted to meetings or drafting groups that the ITU-R may sponsor. 

It is Recommended that the RAG request that the Director investigate and if possible implement such a capability.

2. Flip Page Output Documentation

The ITU in general and the ITU-R in particular produces a lot of documentation available electronically. This applies to both input and output documentation.  At the recent Plenipotentiary Conference, PP-10, the Final Acts were originally made available in Flip Page format.  This format is extremely useful for analyzing the results of important meetings such as WRCs, CPMs, and Plenipotentiary conferences.  In addition it could be very useful in the R sector for the Radio Regulations themselves.  This capability is also already available in various electronic devices, which support electronic books

Given the number of publications including Recommendations and Reports in the R Sector the implementation of such a technique would significantly enhance the useability of ITU-R publications and make more attractive to a wider use.

Software used should support the widest gamut of electronic devices (laptops, e-reader, tablets) as well as operating systems (e.g., OSX, Windows 7, Linux, iOS, Android).  

Therefore, it is recommended that the Director investigate the possibility of utilizing and implementing such a capability in ITU-R publications.

In summary, in order for the ITU to maintain its reputation for being the leading telecommunication organization in the world it should give consideration to improving the work methods by electronic means by implementing methods such as those described above.
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