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1. 
Introduction
Clear scientific evidence, extreme weather events, and an increased public awareness have elevated climate change to the top of the political agenda – globally, regionally and at national levels. At ITU, combating climate change is also a major priority. 

Resolution 73 (WTSA-08) was the first major instrument adopted by the Membership on this important topic and has since been followed by Opinion 3 (WTPF-09), Resolution 1307 of the Council (2009), Resolution 66 of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC‑10) (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) and Resolution 182 (Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference (2010).  

2. 
Focus Group on ICT and Climate Change 

The Focus Group on ICTs and Climate Change was established by the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) in July 2008 and successfully completed its work in April 2009. The scope of the Focus Group was to identify from the standardization viewpoint, within the competences of ITU-T, the impact of ICTs on Climate Change, in particular the reduction of ICT’s own emissions over their entire lifecycle (direct impact), the mitigation that follows through the adoption of ICTs in other relevant sectors (indirect impact), and facilitating the monitoring of relevant climate parameters.

The Radiocommunication Bureau participated in its work together with more than 20 external organizations. The conclusions of the ITU-T Focus Group on ICT and Climate Change can be found at: http://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/oth/0B/11/T0B110000083301PDFE.pdf.
3.
Joint Coordination Activity on ICT and Climate Change
The Joint Coordination Activity on ICTs and climate change (JCA-ICT&CC) has been established by TSAG during its first meeting of the study period 2009-2012 (Geneva, 28-30 April 2009) on the basis of the successful completion of the work of the Focus Group on ICT and Climate Change.
The purpose of the JCA-ICT&CC is:

· To co-ordinate activity on ICT & CC across ITU-T Study Groups, in particular SGs (5, 9, 13, 15 and 16), and to coordinate with ITU-R and ITU-D;
· To provide a visible contact point for ICT and Climate Change activities in ITU-T;
· To seek co-operation from external bodies working in the field of ICT & CC and enable effective two-way communication with these bodies.

The sixth meeting of JCA ICT&CC was held on 6 May 2011.  Information about the JCA-ICT&CC including the summary of the sixth meeting and the contributions received can be found at: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/jca/ictcc/Pages/default.aspx
4.
ITU-T Study Group 5 

Within ITU-T Study Group 5 (SG5) "Environment and Climate Change" is responsible for studying ICT environmental aspects of electromagnetic phenomena and climate change. The next meeting of ITU-T SG5 will be held in Seoul, Korea from 20 to 28 September 2011. 

More information about ITU-T SG5 can be found at:
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com05/index.asp 
The list of all Questions under study can be found at: 
http://www.itu.int/net/ITU-T/lists/questions.aspx?Group=5&Period=14 

5. 
Methodologies for the Environmental Assessment Impact of ICT

Commonly agreed standard methodologies are needed to measure the life cycle impact of ICTs in containing GHG emissions in the ICT sector as well as the reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emission of other sectors. In this regard, within ITU-T Question 18/5 – Methodology of environmental impact assessment of ICT, a New Recommendation ITU-T L.1400 (Overview and general principles of methodologies for assessing the environmental impact of ICT) was approved on 22 February 2011. This Recommendation presents the general principles on how to assess the environmental impact of ICT and outlines the different methodologies that are being developed:

· Assessment of the environmental impact of ICT goods, networks, and services;

· Assessment of the environmental impact of ICT projects;

· Assessment of the environmental impact of ICT in organizations;

· Assessment of the environmental impact of ICT in cities;

· Assessment of the environmental impact of ICT in countries or group of countries.

This Recommendation also provides some examples of opportunities to reduce the environmental load thanks to ICT.  
Additional information on Question 18 can be found at: 

http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com05/sg5-q18.html 

6.
Adaptation
Changing global climatic conditions have an impact on ecosystems in general and on the human habitat in particular, for instance influencing access to natural resources such as drinking water and food, affecting health and migration processes, and causing severe atmospheric and oceanic disturbances. Citizens around the world are becoming more aware of the potential impact of climate change on their own lives. But the effects — and the ability to deal with these — vary from country to country. In particular, the most vulnerable countries in the developing world often do not have the technological, human, financial and governance resources needed to adapt to climate change.

ICTs can play a critical role in environmental protection and in helping countries to adapt to the effects of climate change. To this end and in order to complete the work program on ICTs and climate change issues, two new study Questions were approved by Study Group 5  in accordance with § 7.1.8 of Resolution ITU-T 1:

· Question 22/5: Setting up a low cost sustainable telecommunication infrastructure for rural communications in developing countries.
· Question 23/5: Using ICTs to enable countries to adapt to climate change.

7.
Other ITU-T Study Groups 

Other ITU-T Study Groups are carrying out studies and developing standards on the use of ICTs for significant reduction of GHG emissions in areas such as next generation networks (SG13), teleworking (SG16), video- and teleconferencing (SG16), dematerialization (replacing atoms with bits), standardization for low power devices (SG15), telepresence systems (SG16) and conferencing and telemeeting assessment (SG12). 

The work methods of the ITU-T study groups strive to be more energy efficient, through increased use of paperless meetings, remote participation and virtual meetings via the use of video- and tele-conferencing. Further information on ITU efforts towards climate neutrality can be found in the annual reports of the Secretary-General to Council and on the climate change home page.  

8.
Raising Awareness on ICTs and Climate Change 

In accordance with Resolution 73 (WTSA-08), TSB is maintaining a calendar of events and a repository and knowledge base on the relationships between ICTs and climate change. To move forward the climate agenda, ITU is organizing the following events: 

· ITU Symposium on ICTs, the Environment and Climate Change (Accra - Ghana, 7‑8 July 2011)

· ITU Green Standards Week (Rome – Italy, 5-9 September 2011)

· ITU Workshop on Progressing the Climate Agenda through Green ICTs (Seoul- Korea, 19 September 2011).

Additional information is available at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/climatechange/.

_____________
* This document is addressed to all ITU-R study groups and the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) for their consideration. 








M:\BRIAP\STAFF\Millet\RAG\RAG11\DOCS\013E.doc
M:\BRIAP\STAFF\Millet\RAG\RAG11\DOCS\013E.doc

