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1
Introduction

ITU–R study groups are tasked by WRC-07 to carry out, among other things, certain studies pursuant to the decisions taken by WRC-07 and the report to WRC-11. These study areas are of two categories:
–
Category 1: Studies related to a specific WRC-11 agenda item(s).
–
Category 2: Studies which are not directly related to a specific WRC-07 agenda item(s) but referred to in certain Resolutions of that Conference.
The first category of studies were dealt with by the first session of the Conference Preparatory Meeting of WRC-11 (CPM11-1) held from 19-20 November 2007 in Geneva, the outcome of which was circulated to the ITU membership by Administrative Circular CA/171 of 20 December 2007. In that circular letter, CPM11-1 clearly identified for each agenda item the responsible (leading) as well as the concerned (contributing and interested) study group(s) and/or working parties or joint task group, according to the case.

The second category of studies were thus left to the study groups/working parties to decide on the matter as appropriate. Now that the study groups and their associated working parties have started their activities for the study period 2007-2011, based on the structure agreed by RA-07, a similar course of action taken for Category 1 as mentioned above, needs to be taken for studies referred to as Category 2. Consequently, it is essential that the issue of who will need to do what be carefully examined in order to safeguard the interest of each and every (affecting and affected) service or services involved. In other words, it is absolutely necessary to identify which study group/working party should act as responsible group and which study group/working party should act as concerned (contributing and/or interested) group.

Experience gained for similar situations during the past study periods reveals that, very often, some study group or working party had unilaterally decided to act as the responsible group and left the other involved study groups/working party as contributing group without any overall consultation and/or coordination being done at the level of study groups and by their corresponding chairmen and vice-chairmen, taking into account the scope and degree of involvement of each and every study group/working party in the subject matter. This caused some difficulties, deficiencies and even divergence of views which turned to be counterproductive.

One example of the need to apply the above-mentioned course of action is the decision made by WP 5D in creating a sub-working group to carry out studies called for in invites of Resolution 224 (Rev.WRC-07) with regard to sharing studied between services to which frequency bands is allocated in 698-806 MHz and 790-862 MHz.

Currently in most parts of the world’s radiocommunication regions, except Region 3, the band is allocated to the broadcasting service as well as to some other services through footnotes such as RR Nos. 5.312 and 5.316. WRC-07 extended the use of the above-mentioned frequency bands to mobile service through several footnotes such as Nos. 5.316A, 5.313A (former 5.YYY), and 5.313B (former 5.UUU). However, the date of coming into force of some of these footnotes/allocations is determined to be as of 17 June 2015. Thus, the band will continue to be used by existing services to which the band is currently allocated.

Consequently, these existing services will have a major role to play in any such studies. Moreover, the current and future allocation to the mobile service covers all types of mobile and not necessarily IMT application.

2
Proposal

In view of the above, all existing and future (recently allocated services and applications) would need to express their views of the manner in which the studies to be carried out and the modality and mechanism to be taken into account. For this particular subject, Working Parties 5A, 5B, 5D and 6D are involved. Thus, establishing a group to deal with the above-mentioned study needs to be fully discussed and coordinated by the above-mentioned working parties.

Moreover, the mechanism established by CPM11-1 for the sharing studies required under Agenda item 1.17 needs to be carefully taken into account in order to avoid any duplication of the work and to also facilitate the tasks of the membership and the Bureau. In order to avoid such circumstances and, in particular, to avoid any possible duplication of work and unnecessary divergence of views among the concerned parties, the following course of action is proposed.

During the RAG-08 meeting, at an appropriate occasion, the above-mentioned matter is to be carefully examined by the study groups concerned/involved. In so doing, the task and scope of responsibility and involvement of each study group and working party would be clearly defined. It is worth to mention any existing structure already decided by the membership and the Bureau. 
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