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1
Introduction

This report is intended to provide status reports and background information on some of the issues that are on the provisional agenda for the 15th meeting of RAG to assist the meeting in considering the relevant agenda items.

The report is structured according to the items on the provisional agenda. Separate reports will be submitted for some of the agenda items.

2
Relevant decisions of Council-07 (Agenda item 3)

This section covers the decisions of the September 2007 session of the Council (see: http://www.itu.int/council/C2007/).
2.1
Budget for 2008-2009

Council approved the ITU biennial budget for 2008-2009 (Resolution 1280). The estimated expenditure for ITU-R is distributed as follows (in thousands of Swiss francs):

	Section
	2008
	2009
	2008-2009

	World radiocommunication conferences
	0
	0
	0

	Radiocommunication assemblies
	0
	0
	0

	Regional radiocommunication conferences
	0
	0
	0

	Radio Regulations Board
	656
	496
	1 152

	Radiocommunication Advisory Group
	73
	74
	147

	Study group meetings
	1 011
	1 011
	2 022

	Activities and programmes
	1 440
	1 420
	2 860

	Seminars
	206
	206
	412

	Bureau
	30 011
	30 405
	60 416

	
–
Common expenditure
	700
	700
	1 400

	
–
Office of the Director
	553
	554
	1 107

	
–
Study Groups Department
	2 899
	3 011
	5 910

	
–
Space Services Department
	9 943
	10 187
	20 130

	
–
Terrestrial Services Department
	7 887
	7 900
	15 787

	
–
Informatics, Administration and Publications Dept.
	8 029
	8 053
	16 082

	Total
	33 397
	33 612
	67 009


2.2
Satellite network filing cost recovery (SNF)

Following in-depth discussions that took place at the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) (PP-06) on the issue of the non-payment of cost-recovery fees related to satellite network filings cancelled as a result of this non-payment in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations, PP-06 agreed to “authorize the Council to decide on the payment or non-payment of fees in respect of cost recovery for the processing of satellite network filings” (Minutes of the 21st Plenary Meeting (PP-06) § 14.38 and 14.39) (see Annex 2). Council-07 adopted a repayment schedule as contained in its Decision 545. 

2.3
Use of languages

The Council Working Group on languages (CWG-LANG)
 presented a progress report to Council 2007.

CWG-LANG encouraged that all possible measures be studied and implemented in order to reduce the volume of documentation, in particular for those documents that require translation. To that end, the Council requested the General Secretariat and the Sector Advisory Groups to make specific proposals in that regard.

It is noted that RAG had already endorsed the practices concerning the use of languages in the preparation and distribution of ITU-R documents and publications (see Annex 2 of the Summary of Conclusions of the 12th RAG meeting in CA/145 of 21 December 2004).

An internal task force was established under the leadership of the Deputy Secretary-General with the participation of BR to consider the request made by CWG-LANG in the context of the implementation of Resolution 154 (Antalya, 2006).

3
Results of RA-07 (Agenda item 4)

The 2007 Radiocommunication Assembly (RA-07), chaired by Dr Bruce Gracie (Canada), was held from 15-19 October 2007, just prior to WRC-07. 

The Assembly approved 35 ITU-R Resolutions that were available in both paper and electronic form, in six languages, on the final day. These included revised versions of some of the basic Resolutions dealing with working methods and procedures, in some cases following the combination and/or suppression of previous versions (e.g. combination of Resolutions ITU-R 15 and ITU-R 49; suppression of Resolutions ITU-R 44 and ITU-R 51 after incorporation into Resolutions ITU-R 1 and ITU-R 5, respectively). It should be noted that the Assembly approved, without modification, Resolution ITU-R 52 (Authorization for RAG to act between Radiocommunication Assemblies). Also of note is the revised Resolution ITU-R 1-5 that draws attention to the Common Patent Policy for ITU-T/ITU-R/ISO/IEC on IPR which, in turn, should be taken into account when drafting Recommendations. A hyperlink to the Common Patent Policy is given in Annex 1 to the Resolution.

A significant modification in Resolution ITU-R 2-5 (CPM) requests BR to use the executive summary, developed for each issue by the responsible group, for informing the regional groups of progress throughout the WRC study cycle.

With respect to Resolution ITU-R 15-4 (Appointment and maximum term of office for Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Study Groups, the CCV and RAG) that now applies not only to the Study Groups but also to the CCV and RAG, the Assembly charged RAG to investigate the possibility of extending the Resolution to cover appointments to the CPM and the SC. RAG is thus invited to take appropriate action.

A principal achievement of RA-07 was the restructuring of the Study Groups which included the creation of a new Study Group 5 (Terrestrial services) that focuses on systems and networks for the fixed, mobile, radiodetermination, amateur and amateur-satellite services, as well as a transformed Study Group 4 (Satellite services) that covers systems and networks for the fixed-satellite, mobile-satellite, broadcasting-satellite and radiodetermination-satellite services. Chairmen and Vice‑Chairmen were duly appointed to the six Study Groups, as well as for the CCV, CPM, RAG and SC.

On more specific subjects, two new Resolutions and four draft Recommendations were approved dealing with IMT technologies, including a revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1457 to include OFDMA TDD WMAN into the IMT-2000 family of radio interfaces. 

On the important topic of radiocommunications for disaster management, including studies on prediction, detection, mitigation and relief, the Assembly approved two new Resolutions (ITU-R 53 and 55). These indicate the active role that ITU-R can play in the effective management of spectrum and radiocommunications required for such events, at the same time placing related Study Group activities on a sound footing. The two new ITU-R Resolutions complement that subsequently approved by WRC-07 on spectrum management for emergency and disaster relief (Resolution [COM6/2] (WRC-07)), which in turn is cited in the revision of the more general Resolution 644 (Rev.WRC-07) on early warning, disaster mitigation and relief operations. 

A further new Resolution approved by RA-07 was on studies to achieve harmonization for short‑range devices.

4
Issues related to Study Group activities (Agenda item 5)

Since RA-07 and WRC-07, the Bureau, in close consultation with the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Study Groups, has been initiating activities for the new study period. This has been principally in the following areas:

•
The first session of the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM11-1) was held from 19‑20 November 2007 to organize the preparatory studies for WRC-11 in the light of the draft agenda prepared at WRC-07. In addition, the meeting undertook some preliminary organization of preparatory studies for WRC-15. Circular letter CA/171 of 20 December 2007, contains the results of CPM11-1 in which are shown the responsible and concerned ITU-R groups for each of the agenda items, including a new Joint Task Group (JTG 5-6) established by CPM11-1 to deal with Agenda item 1.17. CA/171 also provides information on the structure and contents of the draft CPM Report to WRC-11, the six chapter Rapporteurs and guidelines for the preparation of CPM texts.

•
After the restructuring of the Study Groups, internal Working Party structures have been established, some on an interim basis, in order for the work programmes to commence as soon as possible, especially with respect to tasks identified at CPM11-1. Subsequently, Chairmen (and Vice-Chairmen where required) have been identified. All these decisions are subject to ratification by the Study Groups at their next meetings. By way of Administrative Circular CA/172 of 3 December 2007, the membership is invited to participate in the work of the ITU-R Study Groups and the SC, at the same time indicating their requirements for the receipt of circular letters concerning the activities of the groups. 

•
Many of the Questions approved at RA-07 (listed in Resolution ITU-R 5-5) have required reassignment as a consequence of the restructuring. In particular, this has involved assigning the majority of Questions from former Study Groups 8 and 9 to the new Study Group 5, and transferring those Questions relating to mobile-satellite and radiodetermination-satellite services (former Study Group 8) and some relating to the broadcasting-satellite service (formerly of Study Group 6) to Study Group 4. Some consequential renumbering of the Questions is under way. The up-to-date assignment of Questions is reflected in “Document 1” of each Study Group document series.

•
A calendar of meetings for 2008 has been established for the Study Groups, Working Parties (including the WP of the SC) and JTG 5-6. Attempts have been made to optimize the timing and arrangement of meetings, with a view to minimizing overlap and reducing the burden of travel for those administrations far from Geneva.

4.1
Some cost elements of the Study Group activities

The table below provides the breakdown of the Study Group planned full costs per cost element for the 2008-2009 time-frame. These planned costs are based on the following assumptions:

–
15 meeting days with interpretation per year;

–
300 annual meeting days without interpretation for working parties, task or joint groups.

It is to be noted that the 300 annual meeting days as indicated above represent the fixed meeting capacity for the working parties, task or joint groups for which the Bureau staff can provide support. The number of working parties as well as the number of annual meetings should be set in accordance with this fixed capacity, otherwise, additional costs for meeting facilities, as well as for Bureau staff, would have to be incurred.

	2008-2009 planned costs (full costs)

	
	Activity quantity
	General Secretariat
	ITU-R
	Total

	Cost element
	
	CHF (000)
	CHF (000)
	CHF (000)

	Overall result
	
	11 448.2
	10 084.8
	21 533.0

	Primary costs
	Not applicable
	
	2 022.3
	2 022.3

	Staff costs
	
	
	1 636.6
	1 636.6

	Other staff costs
	
	
	121.8
	121.8

	Travel on duty
	
	
	130.0
	130.0

	Contractual services
	 
	
	0.0
	0.0

	Rental and maintenance
	
	
	20.0
	20.0

	Materials and supplies
	
	
	20.0
	20.0

	Acq. of premises
	
	
	6.0
	6.0

	Public and internal services
	
	
	80.0
	80.0

	Audit and interagency fees
	
	
	8.0
	8.0

	Documentation costs
	
	5 585.5
	 
	5 585.5

	Translation BPS
	13 600 pages
	2 334.7
	 
	2 334.7

	Pool BPS
	20 000 pages
	1 710.8
	 
	1 710.8

	Reprography BPS
	12 800 000 pages
	1 540.0
	 
	1 540.0

	Other activities costs
	*
	4 346.6
	7 951.6
	12 298.2

	General activities
	77 471 hr
	589.0
	7 951.6
	8 540.6

	SGO activities
	40 hr
	11.2
	 
	11.2

	Conference activities
	*
	1 677.1
	 
	1 677.1

	Personnel activities
	*
	652.9
	 
	652.9

	IS activities
	*
	1 416.3
	 
	1 416.3

	Indirect costs
	Not applicable
	1 516.1
	110.9
	1 627.0

	* 
composite activity quantity


5
Results of WRC-07 (Agenda item 6) 

WRC-07 was chaired by Mr F. Rancy of France and attended by over 2 800 delegates representing 164 Member States and 104 observers. It considered more than 3 000 individual proposals addressing the 30 agenda items. The Conference produced about 600 documents (in the six ITU official languages) and held more than 1 100 meetings of the Plenary, Committees and their subordinate groups.

The provisional Final Acts in its almost 500 pages contain modifications to various Articles and Appendices of the Radio Regulations, modifications to several Resolutions and Recommendations of previous WRCs and 44 new Resolutions and four new Recommendations. The Bureau is currently finalizing the preparation of the definitive version of the Final Acts.

WRC-07 revised Resolution 80 (Due diligence in applying the principles embodied in the Constitution) and decided to invite “the RAG, to make relevant contributions to the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau for inclusion in his report to each future world radiocommunication conference” on the action taken on this Resolution.
The Conference adopted the draft agenda for WRC-11 (Resolution [COM6/7]) which contains 24 agenda items, excluding the standing ones, covering issues related to different services (and its applications) as the aeronautical, maritime, radiolocation, mobile (including IMT), fixed (including HAPS), science (including space research, meteorological aids), broadcasting-satellite, mobile-satellite, radiodetermination-satellite, and amateur, as well as issues related to enhancing the international regulatory framework, software-defined radio, electronic news gathering (ENG), short-range devices, and free-space optical-links.
5.1
Cost implications of WRC-07 decisions

In accordance with the standard practices and the statutory requirements a preliminary estimation of the financial consequences of WRC-07 decisions was considered by the Conference (Documents WRC07/402 and 421). 

These are the following:

Resolution COM6/2 (WRC-07) – Spectrum management guidelines for emergency and disaster relief radiocommunication 

The financial consequences relating to the implementation of this Resolution have been estimated at CHF 506 500 for the 2008-2011 period. It was indicated that, concerning the 2008‑2009 time-frame, the Radiocommunication Bureau will strive to accommodate these financial consequences, amounting to CHF 304 500, within the approved appropriations for 2008-2009. Further details are given in Table 1 below.

Modifications to Appendix 4 

The potential financial consequences relating to the implementation of the proposed modifications to Appendix 4, as proposed at the date of preparation of this report, have been estimated to CHF 412 000 for the 2008-2009 period. Further details are given in Table 1 below.

Revision of Appendix 30B 

The potential financial consequences relating to the implementation of the proposed revision to Appendix 30B have been estimated at CHF 309 000 for the 2008-2009 period. Further details are given in Table 1 below.

Modifications to Article 20, Appendix 16 and Resolution [COM 4/6] (WRC‑07) – Content, formats and periodicity of the maritime-related service publications 

The potential financial consequences resulting from the implementation of Resolution [COM4/6] as well as from the modifications to Article 20 and Appendix 16 could be two-fold:

–
Additional resources estimated at CHF 535 000 for the 2008-2009 period that would be required in order to develop the new Lists IV and V and undertake the necessary modifications and adaptations to the existing databases and relating software.

–
Significant recurrent reduction of sales of publications income that would amount to CHF 1 940 000 for the year 2011, on account of the suppression of existing Lists VI and VIIA.
Further details are given in Tables 1 and 2 below.

TABLE 1
Financial implications – Expenditure
	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	Total

	Resolution [COM6/2]
	203 500
	101 000
	101 000
	101 000
	506 500

	Proposed modifications to Appendix 4 
	275 000
	137 000
	 
	 
	412 000

	Proposed revision of Appendix 30B 
	309 000
	 
	 
	 
	309 000

	Proposed modifications to Article 20, Appendix 16 and Resolution [COM4/6] 
	267 500
	267 500
	 
	 
	535 000

	Total
	1 055 000
	505 500
	101 000
	101 000
	1 762 500


TABLE 2
Financial implications – Income
	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	Total

	Proposed modifications to Article 20, Appendix 16 and Resolution [COM4/6]
	
	
	
	–1 940 000
	–1 940 000


On these bases, the overall financial consequences for the 2008-2011 period for the Union would amount to some CHF 3.8 million. The report on the financial consequences of the WRC-07 decisions will be forwarded to the Secretary-General, together with the comments and, if required, the Minutes of the Plenary Meeting, for submission to the Council at its 2008 session.

6
Draft Operational Plan for 2009-2012 (Agenda item 7)

The draft Operational Plan for the period 2009-2012 is available at 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/information/plans/index.html for the consideration of RAG. This plan is structured in a result-based way so as to ensure a complete linkage with the budget and other financial tools of the Union. It also addresses the strategic aspects of ITU-R and provides appropriate linkage with the strategic plan of ITU.

Inaugurating a new practice, the performance report for last year, i.e. 2007, is now presented in a separate document (see http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/performance-reports/ ). It aims at providing the relevant information regarding the implementation of the outputs and activities foreseen in the ITU‑R Operational Plan for 2007. The 2007 Performance Report provides the comparison between the realized results and the expected ones as well as the respective key performance indicators. These are specified with each major objective and within each relevant output in the document.
____________






� 	Established by Resolution � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=S05-CL-C-0087" ��1238� to review various proposals and implementation of provisional measures including those already considered by RAG regarding the use of the six official and working languages of the Union.
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