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SECTION I -
WORKING METHODS OF THE ITU-R STUDY GROUPS - REQUIRED REVISION TO RESOLUTION ITU-R 1-4
1
Background

Resolution ITU-R 1-4 provides directives on the working methods for the Radiocommunication Assembly, the ITU-R Study Groups and the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG). Furthermore, the Director issues Guidelines on working methods which complement and are additional to Resolution ITU-R 1-4. Since RA-03, the Working Guidelines have been updated on two occasions, following advice offered by RAG and in the light of changes in the working practices within the Bureau. The aim of the current document is to initiate consideration of required modifications to Resolution ITU-R 1-4 with a view to preparing a revision at the next Radiocommunication Assembly, RA-07. 

2
Scope of required modifications

Modifications to Resolution ITU-R 1-4 are specifically required as a result of:

-
Advice provided by RAG since 2003 which is now reflected in the Working Guidelines: examples of new text introduced into the Guidelines include “scope” for Recommendations; fixed deadlines for submission of contributions to meetings of ITU-R groups; and interim measures concerning the use of languages;

-
The need to align the Resolution with the Working Guidelines: the relative ease with which the Guidelines can be revised has resulted in the text of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 “lagging behind” that of the Guidelines;

-
Changes in the working procedures within the Bureau: two notable examples are the increased use and importance of electronic documentation in the work of the Study Groups, and the implementation of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002), and subsequently Resolution COM6/5 (Antalya, 2006), on the use of the six official languages of the Union on an equal footing.

In addition, it would seem appropriate for a general review of the entire text of Resolution ITU-R 1‑4 to be undertaken in order to bring it up-to-date so as to accurately reflect, and place correct emphasis on, the current working practices of the Bureau. At the same time, any unnecessary and irrelevant text should be removed. When undertaking such a review, the balance and distribution of the text between the Resolution and the Working Guidelines should be addressed.

3
Areas of modification

Some example topics deserving consideration in a future revision of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 are:

-
editorial work, both at the RA and in Study Groups;

-
contributions to meetings and the associated deadlines;

-
circulation of information;

-
adoption and approval of draft Recommendations in the light of Resolution COM6/5 (Antalya, 2006);

-
IPR and its future reference in Resolution ITU-R 1.

This list is not exhaustive and merely serves to indicate some areas where Resolution ITU-R 1-4 no longer reflects current policy or practice within the Bureau.

4
Adoption and approval of draft Recommendations
In the light of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002), the meeting of RAG in 2004 developed some interim measures relating to the adoption and approval of draft Recommendations. The measures advised that adoption and approval be undertaken in the original language of the draft text and that translation into the other five official languages would be undertaken immediately following approval. Alignment of the six versions would then follow prior to publication. Such a scheme has been followed since the beginning of 2005 and has allowed the approval process to be implemented without suffering delays that might arise from a high work-load in the ITU translation services. In turn, ITU-R’s principal objective of approving Recommendations on radiocommunication matters has not been impeded. Moreover, the procedure may be considered to be in accordance with the spirit of Resolution COM6/5 (Antalya, 2006) in so far that some work in ITU (for example working groups, Study Groups, regional conferences) might not require the use of all six languages, 

 It would be appropriate therefore for the text of Resolution ITU-1-4 to be revised to reflect the process used in ITU-R for the adoption and approval of Recommendations, together with guidance on the procedure by which the various language versions are to be aligned.

5
Conclusion

As for past Radiocommunication Assemblies, it is suggested that RAG considers the possibility of establishing a Correspondence Group to prepare a consolidated revision to Resolution ITU-R 1-4 in time for RA-07. The Bureau would be pleased to contribute to the work of such a Group.
SECTION II - 
ORGANIZATIONAL ASPECTS OF RA-07
1
Background

The Radiocommunication Assembly, RA-07, will be held in Geneva during the period 15-19 October 2007. In accordance with Article 13 of the Constitution, Article 8 of the Convention and the working methods of the Assembly as described in Resolution ITU-R 1-4, the responsibilities of RA-07 are to:

-
review the results of the previous study period;

-
define the structure of the Study Groups and establish their work programmes for the period up to the next Assembly based on a review of existing and new Questions;

-
review the ITU-R Resolutions and approve new or revised ones;

-
approve draft ITU-R Recommendations submitted to the Assembly;

-
confirm or elect chairmen and vice-chairmen for the ITU-R Study Groups, the SC, the CCV, the CPM and the RAG.

The principal output of the Assembly is a compilation of the approved ITU-R Resolutions which must be available prior to the close of the Assembly.

2
Expected participation and document work-load
The following figures are estimates based on the experience of previous Assemblies:

-
number of participants: approximately 500

-
number of contributions (PLEN documents): approximately 90
-
number of “pink” documents from Study Groups: 40 – 50
3
Structure of the Assembly

Based on previous Assemblies, it is expected that, in addition to the Plenary, the business will be conducted in five Committees:

-
Steering
-
Budget control
-
Editorial
-
Structure and Work Programme of the Study groups
-
Working methods of the Study Groups
4
Time management of the Assembly

The Assembly will have before it many issues associated with ITU-R Resolutions. There is an expectation that the working methods of the Study Groups will undergo a thorough review. In addition, there will be draft Recommendations brought to the Assembly as a result of difficulties encountered with their adoption by the Study Groups. 

The future work programmes of the Study Groups have to be agreed which, in turn, involves the approval of over 300 Questions. Moreover, the structure of the Study Groups themselves will be under detailed examination in order to optimize the efficiency of ITU-R in the light of continuing financial limitations and to ensure that the structure is commensurate with today’s radiocommunication technologies. Once the structure is adopted, the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the Study Groups, (as well as of the SC, CPM and RAG), must be elected for the following period.

As has been found in the past, the Assembly will face difficulties in completing this heavy work-load within the time available. Even with evening sessions, the number of meetings of the “main” Committees (4 and 5) will need to be limited to five or six each in order to allow adequate time for discussion in Plenary, as well as the holding of meetings of the Steering Committee, the Budget Control Committee and Heads of Delegation.

5
Suggestions for consideration

The following are examples of possible means to optimize the time available:

-
The consideration of “pink” documents in Plenary should be devoted almost entirely to those containing draft Recommendations or Resolutions. Following the practice at RA-03, the oral presentation of Chairmen’s reports should be severely limited (to about 3 minutes);

-
The status of Questions (pink Document X/1003) should be immediately referred to Committee 4 for consideration and not be discussed in Plenary;

-
The preparation of substantial revisions to major Resolutions, e.g. Resolution ITU-R 1-4, should be undertaken before the Assembly through mechanisms such as Correspondence Groups;

-
Difficulties encountered with draft Recommendations at the Assembly should be resolved in ad-hoc drafting groups in order to save the time of Plenary.

6
Summary records

In accordance with the decisions of PP-02, summary records have been abolished except for plenary sessions of treaty conferences and RRB. As a consequence, Radiocommunication Assemblies no longer enjoy the services of précis writers. At RA-03, short summary records giving the main results of Plenary were written by staff of the BR Study Group Department and it is assumed that the same practice will be followed at RA-07. The summary records often contain statements from administrations present, typically relating to Recommendations approved by the Assembly. In order not to delay unnecessarily the completion of the summary records, it would be appreciated if such statements be made available to the Bureau as soon as possible after the Plenary at which they were made.

SECTION III -
REVIEW OF CURRENT ITU-R RESOLUTIONS

	Resolution
	Title
	Likely result at RA-07
	Remarks

	ITU-R 1-4
	Working methods for the Radiocommunication Assembly, the Radiocommunication Study Groups and the Radiocommunication Advisory Group
	MOD
	Modification required as a result of:

i) advice from RAGs since 2003; ii) need to align with Working Guidelines; iii) increased use of ITU languages; iv) parts no longer reflecting current working practice.

	ITU-R 2-4
	Conference Preparatory Meeting
	MOD
	Amendments/additions required in order to reflect current practice. Text required on role of “CPM Management Team”.

	ITU-R 4-4
	Structure of Radiocommunication Study Groups
	MOD
	Changes to Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen; and changes to Study Group structure. 

	ITU-R 5-4
	Work programme of Radiocommunication Study Groups
	MOD
	Questions updated in accordance with decisions on work programme and SG structure; consideration on need to retain AAP (see Resolution ITU-R 45).

	ITU-R 6-1
	Liaison and collaboration with the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector
	MOD
	Needs review and updating, given that the last revision was 2000.

	ITU-R 7-1
	Telecommunication development including liaison and collaboration with the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector
	MOD
	Needs review and updating, given that the last revision was 2000.

	ITU-R 8-1
	Radiowave propagation studies and measurement campaigns in developing countries
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 9-2
	Liaison and collaboration with other organizations
	MOD
	“instructs the Director”1 and 2 completed and could be deleted; some references may require updating as well as footnote listing organizations with which ITU has “arrangements”; alternatively delete footnote. 

	ITU-R 11-3
	Development of an upgraded spectrum management system
	
	Business of Study Group 1.


	Resolution
	Title
	Likely status at RA-07
	Remarks

	ITU-R 12-1
	Handbooks and special publications for development of radiocommunication services
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 15-3
	Appointment and maximum term of office for Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Groups
	MOD
	Text in §2 of Annex 1 concerning vacant positions of chairmen or vice-chairmen in mid-term is in contradiction with CV244. Resolution should be amended accordingly.

	ITU-R 17-2
	Integration of International Mobile Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000) and systems beyond with existing networks
	
	Business of Study Group 8.

	ITU-R 19-1
	Dissemination of ITU-R texts
	SUP
	Of questionable value in view of modern and widespread methods of information dissemination.

	ITU-R 21-3
	Software programs for radio-frequency spectrum management
	
	Business of Study Group 1.

	ITU-R 22-1
	Improvement of National radio spectrum management practices and techniques (Question ITU-R 45/1)
	
	Business of Study Group 1.

	ITU-R 23-1
	Extension of the International Monitoring System to a worldwide scale (Question ITU‑R 32/1)
	
	Business of Study Group 1.

	ITU-R 25-2
	Computer programs and associated reference numerical data for radiowave propagation studies
	
	Business of Study Group 3.

	ITU-R 28-1
	Standard-frequency and time-signal emissions
	
	Business of Study Group 7.

	ITU-R 33-1
	Presentation of texts on terminology
	
	Business of CCV.


	Resolution
	Title
	Likely status at RA-07
	Remarks

	ITU-R 34-1
	Guidelines for the selection of terms and preparation of definitions
	
	Business of CCV.

	ITU-R 35-1
	The organization of vocabulary work
	
	Business of CCV.

	ITU-R 37
	Radiowave propagation studies for system design and service planning
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 38-3
	Study of regulatory/procedural matters
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 40-1
	Worldwide databases of terrain height and surface features
	
	Business of Study Group 3.

	ITU-R 41-1
	Collaboration with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on broadcasting technologies
	SUP
	No longer needed in view of agreements signed with ISO and IEC in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 9-2 and the associated Guidelines.

	ITU-R 43
	Rights of Associates
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 44-1
	Updating of certain maintained CCIR/ITU-R Recommendations
	SUP
	Resolution has served its purpose; activities concerning editorial updating of Recommendations could be covered by Resolution ITU-R 1 and the Working Guidelines. (Proposals also submitted from RAG CG).

	ITU-R 45-1
	Application of an alternative approval procedure (AAP) for Recommendations
	SUP
	No longer used in ITU-R, particularly since the introduction of PSAA.

	ITU-R 46
	Compatibility between radiocommunication systems and high data rate telecommunication systems using electricity power supply or telephone distribution wiring
	
	Business of various Study Groups.

	ITU-R 47
	Future submission of satellite radio transmission technologies for IMT-2000 
	
	Business of Study Group 8.

	Resolution
	Title
	Likely status at RA-07
	Remarks

	ITU-R 48
	Strengthening the regional presence in the Radiocommunication Study Group work
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 49
	Appointment and maximum term of office for the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 50
	Role of the Radiocommunication Sector in the ongoing development of IMT-2000
	
	Business of Study Group 8.

	ITU-R 51
	Guidelines for Study Group Questions
	NOC
	

	ITU-R 52
	Authorization for the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) to act between Radiocommunication Assemblies (RAs)
	NOC
	Note: minor editorial correction required in resolves 1: “.. this Assembly and the next Assembly and that ….”.


_________________






� Based on information submitted to the Informal Meeting of the RAG of 23 January 2007
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