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	COMMENTS OF TELESAT CANADA TO THE CORRESPONDENCE GROUP ON THE STRUCTURE OF STUDY GROUPS

	


Telesat Canada is a satellite operator and Sector Member of the ITU-R.  Telesat has participated in the work of the ITU-R for more than 35 years and has been most active in WP 4A, WP6S and JWP 4/9WS, but has also participated in WP8D, WP8F and a number of TGs and JTGs.

Telesat offers the following comments concerning the Study Group Structure for the ITU-R, based on Annexes 2, 3 and 4 to Document RAG07-1/24 (Rev. 1):

1. It is appropriate to consider first the structure of the SGs and to leave the detailed structure of the WPs to each SG, subject to the guideline that the number of WPs  should be minimized, to the extent consistent with efficient progress of the work.

2. A goal of the restructuring should be to reduce the number of SGs from 7 to 6, with a particular focus on combining the majority of the currently assigned areas of study in SGs 4, 8 & 9 into two new SGs.

3. The work of WP6S should be aligned with that of other WPs dealing with satellite matters, and within the same SG.

4. The studies relating to amateur and amateur satellite services should not be separated.

5. Concerning  Options #1 and #2 as presented in Annex 3, Telesat strongly supports Option #2.  We see no logical division between Access and Infrastructure networks.  Indeed, in the satellite industry it is not unusual for the same signal to fulfill both functions, e.g. broadcast direct to home and to cable had-ends.  Further, the topics listed under SG C-Access and SG D-Infrastructure in Option #1 are diverse and generally require study by different experts.  Conversely, the topics listed under SG C-Terrestrial and SG D-Satellite in Option #2 have a strong technical linkage.

6. One possible argument in favour of Option #1 is that it represents a more even distribution of topics to be studied.  In this regard, Telesat notes that the current SG structure (and new structure should SGs 1, 3 and 7 remain unchanged) is organized by logical division of the work, and not on the basis of equalizing workload or attendance across all SGs.  Further, since the amateur services comprise both satellite and terrestrial services, amateur service topics could be studied in either SG D or SG C.  Hence, moving the amateur services from SG C to SG D would help to equalize the workload.
7. Te issue of sharing between services needs to be addressed carefully.  Telesat believes that it is inappropriate and inefficient to conduct sharing studies between two services within a WP whose focus is study of only one of those services.  While  JWP 4/9S has functioned quite well in dealing with sharing issues between the FSS and FS services, it would not be practical to establish JWPs for every possible combination of services.  Telesat therefore suggests that sharing issues be studied within TGs or JTGs, to be established specifically to study one sharing issue and disbanded when the associated studies are complete.
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