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	ANNEX 3

	OPTIONS FOR A STUDY GROUP STRUCTURE FOR ITU-R


During the Informal Meeting there was widespread support, although not unanimity, in the following as a basis for moving forward:
1 Given the specialized nature of the work of Study Groups 1, 3 and 7, it is proposed to maintain in substance their current scope and responsibilities.

2 Realignment of the current Study Group arrangements in ITU-R should focus on the scope and responsibilities of Study Groups 4, 8 and 9.

3 The scope of Study Group 6 to study broadcasting on an end-to-end basis should remain substantially intact; however, the activities of Working Party 6S should be aligned with other studies relating to satellite access (FSS).Since the transfer of activities of WP6 Swill be based on technology basis then the part of the activities relating to satellite  networks/systems operating in frequency bands below 3 GHz are better suited to be under Study Group C and those relating to satellite  networks/systems operating in frequency bands above 3 GHz are better suited to be under Study Group D   

4 All work dealing with in-studio applications (production, recording etc) should be dealt with in a single working party, to the extent possible.However, according to the current Resolution  ITU-R 1-4, the assignments of works to WPs should remain within the dec ision to be taken by the concerned Study Group 
5 Studies relating to the amateur and amateur-satellite services should not be separated.

6 Meteorological radars should remain in the group dealing with other radar applications.

With regard to Study Groups 4, 8 and 9, two options may be considered for two study groups each of which combine the functions of the three existing study groups.  In Option #1 there would be a study group C on access issues and a study group D on infrastructure network matters.  In Option #2 there would be a study group C on terrestrial services and a study group D dealing with satellite services.
In the case of Option 1, the activities of Study Group 9 relating to infrastructure, as well as those of Working Parties 4A and 6S could be usefully combined in a single study group focused on infrastructure network issues, which would include, for the satellite aspects, both access and system components.  

In the case of Option 2, most of the terrestrial work from Study Groups 8 and 9 would be considered under a single study group C, whereas the activities of Working Parties 4A, 6S and 8D could be usefully combined in another study group D focused on satellite services. See modification suggested below.
Finally, given the unique propagation and interference environment as well as service applications in the HF bands, consideration should be given to combine the HF work currently undertaken in Study Groups 8 and 9 under one working party.
Option #1 for a new ITU-R Study Group structure

	Study Group C*
Access

IMT (from 8F)

Mobile-satellite services and radiodetermination-satellite service (8D)
Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) systems: (from 9B and  9A)
Land mobile service applications (from 8A)

Maritime, aeronautical, radiodetermination services; meteorological radar (from 8B)
Broadcasting-satellite service (from 6S) operating in frequency bands  below 3 GHz


	Study Group D*
Infrastructure network

Fixed-satellite service (from 4A and 4B)

Broadcasting-satellite service (from 6S) operating in frequency bands above 3 GHz
Point-to-point  systems (from 9A and 9B)

Sharing with other services (from 4-9S and 9D).
* *)  
Fixed service at HF (from 9C)

Amateur services (from 8A)



	*) Nomenclature is provisional pending finalization of the structure of the two new study groups.
* *)  This could be accomplished by a dedicatedd working party either under Study Group D or under a joint supervision of both Study Groups C and D as a separate entity




Option #2 for a new ITU-R Study Group structure





   This option  may no loger be required and  could be possibly supprdessed   
	Study Group C*
Terrestrial Services

IMT (from 8F)

Point-to-point and Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) systems (from 9A and 9B) 

Amateur services (from 8A)

Fixed service at HF (from 9C)

Land mobile service (from 8A)

Maritime, aeronautical, radiodetermination services, meteorological radar (from 8B)

Sharing with other services
	Study Group D*
Satellite Services

Fixed-satellite service (from 4A and 4B)

Broadcasting-satellite service (from 6S)

Mobile-satellite services and radiodetermination-satellite service (8D)

Sharing with other services 



	*) Nomenclature is provisional pending finalization of the structure of the two new study groups.


Summary

There is general agreement to a structure of six or seven study groups in which Study Groups 1, 3 and 7 retain, in substance, their current scope and responsibilities.  Study Group 6 remains unchanged, except for the transfer of the work of WP 6S to study group D of either Option 1 or Option 2.  

With respect to Option 1 and Option 2, opinion was divided as to which option was most acceptable.  Furthermore, the issues of sharing between services needs to be addressed, either through redistribution of topics, or through the creation of joint groups.  Also, a concern was expressed about the volume of work that will be included in the new study groups, particularly from the point of view of the secretariat.  These points will be discussed in the correspondence group and, hopefully, resolved during an informal meeting to be convened during the CPM. 
Our preference is the structure as contained in option 1 as modified .However, we are prepared to accept slight amendment to that option prov idedc that the Mobile satellites and radiodtermination satellites are dealt with in SG C and  remained together with other terrestrial mobile issues
Moreover, in order to enable the membership to designate their candidates for various SG posts, we strongly recommand that the issue be finalized at the second informal meeting of RAG  and not to postpone it further to the beginning of RA-07 which will be counter productive and inefficient.We need to demonstrate some degree of tolerenace and flexibility which properly respond to the advance of tec hnology and convergence of the services. 

1
The scope of the Correspondence Group is to examine the two options for an ITU-R Study Group structure, attached to the Summary of Conclusions of the Fourteenth Meeting of the RAG as Annex 3, with a view towards advancing the discussions on the issues and possibly resolving any remaining divisions of opinion.
2
An exchange of views is to be undertaken using the rag-structure@itu.int reflector in preparation for a face-to-face meeting to be held during the CPM-07. The focal point for the discussions is the Chairman of the RAG, Bruce Gracie (Gracie.Bruce@ic.gc.ca) who should be copied on all correspondence on this subject.

3
Included among the issues to be addressed are the distribution of topics to be included in relation to Study Group C and Study Group D in each option, bearing in mind the volume of work associated with these options, as well as sharing between services, either through the redistribution of topics, or through the creation of joint groups.
______________
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