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	COMMENTS ON AN OPTIMUM STUDY GROUP STRUCTURE FOR iTU-R


Pursuant to Administrative Circular CA/161 (Review of the structure of ITU-R Study Groups),  Addendum 1 to Administrative Circular CA/162, in addition to the well considered background document from the BR on Study Group structure, Canada would like to offer the following comments for the consideration of the Informal Meeting on RA-07 preparations. Taking into consideration the current and foreseen financial situation in ITU, and the need for the ITU-R Study Group structure to adapt and align itself to a changing radiocommunication environment characterized by the convergence of technologies and services, the following principles are offered for the consideration of the meeting:

1 Given the specialized nature of the work of Study Groups 1, 3 and 7, it is proposed to maintain substantially their current scope and responsibilities.
2 Realignment of the current Study Group arrangements in ITU-R should focus on the scope and responsibilities of Study Groups 4, 8 and 9.

3 The scope of Study Group 6 should largely remain intact; however, the activities of Working Party 6S could be aligned with other studies relating to satellite access.
4 It should remain the prerogative of the respective Study Groups to determine the most convenient working party arrangements, bearing in mind the following:

· Every effort should be made to ensure the most effective and efficient working party arrangements, taking into consideration common areas of interest;

· Duplication must be avoided;

· The use of resources should be optimized, particularly from the point of view of the sequencing and scheduling of meetings for the efficient management of the work and for the convenience of both the membership and the secretariat, and of ensuring cost effectiveness. In this regard, issues associated with working methods may need to be addressed.
5 Studies relating to the amateur and amateur-satellite services should not be separated.

Taking into account the above principles, Canada believes that the following organizational arrangements could be considered.  In this regard, two options are presented.  The first option,   in Annex 1, includes a Study Group C on mobile issues, and a Study Group D on infrastructure network matters.  The second option, in Annex 2, includes a Study Group C on terrestrial matters, and a Study Group D dealing with satellite issues.  
In the case of Option 1, the activities of Study Group 9 relating to infrastructure, as well as those of Working Parties 4A and 6S (and possibly 8D*) could be usefully combined in a single study group focused on infrastructure network issues, which would include, for the satellite aspects, both access and systems components.  

In the case of Option 2, most of the terrestrial work from Study Groups 8 and 9 would be considered under a single study group C, whereas the activities of Working Parties 4A, 6S and 8D* could be usefully combined in another study group D focused on satellite issues. 

Finally, given the unique propagation and interference environment as well as service applications in the HF bands, consideration should be given to combine the HF work currently undertaken in Study Groups 6, 8 and 9 under one working party.

________________
*  The activities of Working Party 8D may be best accommodated in a study group dealing with mobile issues.

ANNEX 1
 
Possible option for a new ITU-R Study Group structure

	Study Group A

Spectrum management
	Study Group B

Radiowave propagation
	Study Group C

Mobile
	Study Group D

Infrastructure network
	Study Group E
Science services
	Study Group F
Broadcasting

	Same as current

SG 1
	Same as current 

SG 3
	IMT-2000 and IMT-Advanced (terrestrial and satellite components)  (from 8F)
	Fixed-satellite service (from 4A and 4B)
	Same as current 

SG 7
	Similar to current SG 6

	
	
	
	Broadcasting-satellite service (from 6S)
	
	

	
	
	Mobile-satellite services and radiodetermination-satellite service (8D)
	Point-to-point infrastructure systems: channelling, characteristics… (from 9A and 9B)
	
	

	
	
	Fixed Wireless Access (FWA)* systems: (from 9B and  9A)
	Sharing with other services (from 4-9S and 9D)


	
	

	
	
	Land mobile service applications (from 8A)

	Fixed service at HF (from 9C)
	
	

	
	
	Maritime, aeronautical and radiodetermination services; meteorological radar (from 8B)
	Amateur and amateur-satellite services (from 8A)
	
	


* There may be some FWA systems that have characteristics similar to conventional point-to-point systems.  These systems could be considered in Study Group D.  
Annex 2 – Possible option for a new ITU-R Study Group structure
	Study Group A

Spectrum management
	Study Group B

Radiowave propagation
	Study Group C

Terrestrial
	Study Group D

Satellite
	Study Group E
Science services
	Study Group F
Broadcasting

	Same as current

SG 1
	Same as current 

SG 3
	IMT-2000 and IMT-Advanced  (from 8F)
	Fixed-satellite service (from 4A and 4B)
	Same as current 

SG 7
	Similar to current SG 6

	
	
	Point-to-point infrastructure systems  and Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) systems: channelling, characteristics… (from 9A and 9B) and sharing (from 4-9S and 9D)
	Broadcasting-satellite service (from 6S)
	
	

	
	
	Amateur and amateur-satellite services (from 8A)
	Mobile-satellite services and radiodetermination-satellite service (8D)*
	
	

	
	
	
	Sharing with other services (from 4-9S)


	
	

	
	
	Fixed service at HF (from 9C)

	
	
	

	
	
	Land mobile service applications (from 8A)
	
	
	

	
	
	Maritime, aeronautical and radiodetermination services; meteorological radar (from 8B)
	
	
	


*  Due to the complementarity of MSS with the MS, and the RDSS with radiodetermination, maintaining this activity within Study Group C could be considered.  
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