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	STUDY GROUP STRUCTURE


Since the last time the ITU-R Sector made extensive changes in the Study Group structure there have been major movements towards “convergence”, both within the terrestrial and satellite radiocommunication services.  This, coupled with the fact that at the upcoming Radiocommunication Assembly over 80% of the current Study Group Chairmen and over 50% of the Vice-Chairmen will have completed two terms and thus  be ineligible to continue in office, presents a unique opportunity to make significant changes to the Study Group structure.  Structural changes will allow us to capture changes in technology and to anticipate future trends in radiocommunication services.  With this in mind, the United States offers the following two options and looks forward to discussions on how the Radiocommunication Sector can best look to the future.

Option 1: Reflecting the convergence of fixed, mobile and broadcasting technologies

· Study Group A—Combining the functions of Study Groups 1 and 3

· Study Group B—Combining terrestrial broadcasting from Study Group 6, land mobile, amateur and amateur-satellite from Study Group 8 and fixed from Study Group 9

· Study Group C—Combining fixed-satellite from Study Group 4, broadcasting-satellite from Study Group 6 and mobile- and radiodetermination-satellite from Study Group 8

· Study Group D—Combining science services from Study Group 7 and maritime mobile, aeronautical mobile and radiodetermination from Study Group 8

The table below shows the topics and Recommendation series for each proposed group:

	Study Group A

Spectrum Management
	Study Group B

Terrestrial Services
	Study Group C

Space Services
	Study Group D

[TBD Services]

	Spectrum engineering

Spectrum methodologies and economic strategies

Spectrum monitoring

Propagation
	Fixed service

Land mobile service

Broadcasting service

Amateur service

Amateur-satellite service
	Fixed-satellite service

Mobile-satellite service

Broadcasting-satellite service

Radiodetermination-satellite service


	Science services

Maritime mobile service

Aeronautical mobile service

Radiodetermination service

	P, SM
	BR, BS, BT, F, M(part), SF
	BO, M(part), S, SF, SNG
	M(part), RA, RS, SA, TF


Option 2: Reflecting the convergence of fixed and mobile technologies

This option maintains the broadcasting service as a stand-alone Study Group. The broadcasting service represents a key element of the information and communication infrastructure, as the main means of delivery of mass information to the general public. This service makes use of point-to-everywhere information delivery to widely-available consumer receivers. It is important to study broadcasting in a single body to ensure the best quality possible of the media (audio, video and data) that can be provided to the public. This Study Group has been actively pursuing studies including the transition from analog systems to digital broadcasting, as well as complex media content issues. It is important to understand the intricacy of the broadcast delivery chain and the need to maintain the expertise to examine it on an end-to-end basis.

· Study Group A—Combining the functions of Study Groups 1 and 3

· Study Group B—Combining land mobile, amateur and amateur-satellite from Study Group 8 and fixed from Study Group 9

· Study Group C—Combining fixed-satellite from Study Group 4 and mobile- and radiodetermination-satellite from Study Group 8

· Study Group D—Combining science services from Study Group 7 and maritime mobile, aeronautical mobile and radiodetermination from Study Group 8

· Study Group E—Combining the broadcasting and broadcasting-satellite services from Study Group 6

	Study Group A

Spectrum Management
	Study Group B

Terrestrial Services
	Study Group C

Space Services
	Study Group D

[TBD Services]
	Study Group E

Broadcasting Services

	Spectrum engineering

Spectrum methodologies and economic strategies

Spectrum monitoring

Propagation
	Fixed service

Land mobile service

Amateur service

Amateur-satellite service
	Fixed-satellite service

Mobile-satellite service

Radiodetermination-satellite service


	Science services

Maritime mobile service

Aeronautical mobile service

Radiodetermination service
	Broadcasting service

Broadcasting-satellite service



	P, SM
	F, M(part), SF
	M(part), S, SF
	M(part), RA, RS, SA, TF
	BR, BS, BT, BO, SNG
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