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- REQUIRED REVISION TO RESOLUTION ITU-R 1-4


1
Background

Resolution ITU-R 1-4 provides directives on the working methods for the Radiocommunication Assembly, the ITU-R Study Groups and the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG). Furthermore, the Director issues Guidelines on working methods which complement and are additional to Resolution ITU-R 1-4. Since RA-03, the Working Guidelines have been updated on two occasions, following advice offered by RAG and in the light of changes in the working practices within the Bureau. The aim of the current document is to initiate consideration of required modifications to Resolution ITU-R 1-4 with a view to preparing a revision at the next Radiocommunication Assembly, RA-07. 
2
Scope of required modifications
Modifications to Resolution ITU-R 1-4 are specifically required as a result of:
· Advice provided by RAG since 2003 which is now reflected in the Working Guidelines: examples of new text introduced into the Guidelines include “scope” for Recommendations; fixed deadlines for submission of contributions to meetings of ITU-R groups; and interim measures concerning the use of languages;
· The need to align the Resolution with the Working Guidelines: the relative ease with which the Guidelines can be revised has resulted in the text of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 “lagging behind” that of the Guidelines;
· Changes in the working procedures within the Bureau: two notable examples are the increased use and importance of electronic documentation in the work of the Study Groups, and the implementation of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002), and subsequently Resolution COM6/5 (Antalya, 2006), on the use of the six official languages of the Union on an equal footing.

In addition, it would seem appropriate for a general review of the entire text of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 to be undertaken in order to bring it up-to-date so as to accurately reflect, and place correct emphasis on, the current working practices of the Bureau. At the same time, any unnecessary and irrelevant text should be removed. When undertaking such a review, the balance and distribution of the text between the Resolution and the Working Guidelines should be addressed.
3
Areas of modification
Some example topics deserving consideration in a future revision of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 are:

· editorial work, both at the RA and in Study Groups;

· contributions to meetings and the associated deadlines;

· circulation of information;
· adoption and approval of draft Recommendations in the light of Resolution COM6/5 (Antalya, 2006);

· IPR and its future reference in Resolution ITU-R 1.

This list is not exhaustive and merely serves to indicate some areas where Resolution ITU-R 1-4 no longer reflects current policy or practice within the Bureau.
4
Adoption and approval of draft Recommendations
In the light of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002), the meeting of RAG in 2004 developed some interim measures relating to the adoption and approval of draft Recommendations. The measures advised that adoption and approval be undertaken in the original language of the draft text and that translation into the other five official languages would be undertaken immediately following approval. Alignment of the six versions would then follow prior to publication. Such a scheme has been followed since the beginning of 2005 and has allowed the approval process to be implemented without suffering delays that might arise from a high work-load in the ITU translation services. In turn, ITU-R’s principal objective of approving Recommendations on radiocommunication matters has not been impeded . Moreover, the procedure may be considered to be in accordance with the spirit of Resolution COM6/5 (Antalya, 2006) in so far that some work in ITU (for example working groups, Study Groups, regional conferences) might not require the use of all six languages, 

 It would be appropriate therefore for the text of Resolution ITU-1-4 to be revised to reflect the process used in ITU-R for the adoption and approval of Recommendations, together with guidance on the procedure by which the various language versions are to be aligned.

5
Conclusion

As for past Radiocommunication Assemblies, it is suggested that RAG considers the possibility of establishing a Correspondence Group to prepare a consolidated revision to Resolution ITU-R 1-4 in time for RA-07. The Bureau would be pleased to contribute to the work of such a Group.
_________________
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