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1
Background

As a result of the discussion of this issue at the last RAG meeting, it was decided to create a correspondence group that will address this issue and I was named as a coordinator.

2
Introduction

I failed to set up such a correspondence group for the following reasons:

a.
Awaiting the conclusions of the Arab Group on this particular issue (unfortunately the meeting took place in late August this year).

b.
To evaluate any possible debate and relevant decision by the ITU Council this year on the implementation of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002): Use of the six official and working languages of the Union on an equal footing as regards the total number of pages to be translated (existing and future and in particular those for old existing Recommendations and Reports).

3
Proposal

Syria, on behalf of the Arab States, taking into consideration the following factors:

a.
The Arab Group is called upon by Resolution 1238 of Council 2005, resolves 3:


“To develop recommendations for efficient and effective use of the six official and working languages of the Union on an equal footing including particular incentives for each linguistic group, based on practicable experience of the Sectors and the Secretariat”.

b. 
One of the particular incentives of the Arab Group is not to translate old existing Recommendations and Reports into Arabic, in particular those dating back 10 years or more. 

Therefore, our proposal is to limit the number of those Recommendations to be updated (either editorially or in substance) to the necessary minimum with proper justification for such updating, and the proposal of 10 years as suggested in the Syrian contribution to the last RAG, shall be maintained.

Updated reports and recommendations shall be translated on an equal footing.

RAG is also invited to propose a minimum number of pages for any new Report for budgeting reasons. The Arab States propose to limit the total number of pages to 50 maximum per report (based on the successful experience of the Council limiting contributions to four pages maximum).
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