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1
Introduction

Based on a Canadian contribution to the RAG (Doc. RAG03-1/22), it was suggested at the RAG that an ITU-R Resolution be prepared on the “Quality of ITU-R Recommendations”. Canada proposed such a Resolution to RA-03 (Doc. RA03/PLEN/20), but RA-03 decided that such action should be pursued by the RAG.   Therefore, this contribution is a follow up to those previous contributions.

In this context the term “quality” is meant to include aspects such as clarity, consistency, implementability, unambiguity and, above all, the fulfilment of the objectives of ITU-R Recommendations as per Resolution ITU-R 1.

2
Discussion

Recommendations that do not recommend anything are perhaps the most problematic. There are cases of Recommendations that offer a catalogue or shopping list of alternatives without providing guidance about their use or evaluation of those alternatives. In addition, the phrase that is found in some Recommendations “the material in the Annex should be referred to” may be an indication that the material would be more suitable for a Report or Handbook.

Since ITU-R Recommendations encompass recommended standards it is important that the requirements in a Recommendation be very clear for a user of the Recommendation to be able to claim compliance with it. Sometimes, as a result of compromises made, and the choice of words during the development of a Recommendation, the text of a Recommendation could become meaningless. For any organization to be able to claim (voluntarily) conformance to any ITU‑R Recommendation, the Recommendation needs to have substance. This is particularly important in Recommendations intended to ensure the interoperability of equipment and systems, safety, etc. 
3
Proposal

Canada proposes that the RAG considers the draft Resolution in Attachment 1 and provide overall guidance on the elements for good quality Recommendations and the pitfalls to avoid.

Attachment 1: Resolution ITU-R [Q] – “Quality of ITU-R Recommendations”.

Attachment 1

RESOLUTION ITU-R [Q]

Quality of ITU-R Recommendations

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

bearing in mind

Article 11 (No. 159) of the ITU Convention, and

considering

a)
that Resolutions ITU-R 1, 33, 34 and 35, inter alia, are pertinent to the quality of ITU-R Recommendations;
b)
that style references in the other Sectors of ITU may also be useful, including the ITU-T Resolutions
, A-series Recommendations
, the Author’s Guide for drafting ITU-T Recommendations
, the “Guide for ITU-T study groups – Considering end-user needs in developing recommendations”
, and the guidance on the use of mandatory terms such as “shall” or “must” in ITU-T Recommendations
;

c)
that the ITU Style Guide
 is a useful reference;

d)
that Recommendations, Reports and Handbooks, as defined in Resolution ITU-R 1, are all valid outputs of the work of the study groups,

resolves

1
to encourage the Study Groups to develop and improve the quality of Recommendations for matters intended for consistent and repeated use, in accordance with the definitions in Resolution ITU-R 1;
2 
to encourage the RAG, as part of its ongoing consideration of the working methods of ITU-R, to continue to provide advice on what elements constitute good quality Recommendations and the pitfalls to avoid,

invites  the Chairmen of the Study Groups and the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

1
to take all appropriate actions for the implementation of this Resolution.

________________







�	� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa/resolutions.html" ��http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa/resolutions.html�. Note in particular ITU-T Resolution 1.


�	� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/rec/recommendation.asp?type=products&lang=e&parent=T-REC-A" ��http://www.itu.int/rec/recommendation.asp?utype=prodcts&lang=e&parent=T-REC-A�. Note in particular ITU-T Recommendations A.1, A.5, and A.12.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/guide/64657.html" ��http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/guide/64657.html� 


� 	Appendix A in � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=T05-TSAG-R-0002" ��Doc. TSAG-R 2� (May 2005); � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=T05-TSAG-R-0002" ��http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=T05-TSAG-R-0002� 


� 	Section 3.4 and Annex 2 to � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=T01-TSAG-R-0023" ��Doc. TSAG-R 23� (March 2003); � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=T01-TSAG-R-0023" ��http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=T01-TSAG-R-0023� 


�	E.g., see � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/sg-conf/general/useful_links.html" ��http://www.itu.int/sg-conf/general/useful_links.html� for the English-language style guide and other useful links.
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