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1
Introduction

At the previous RAG meeting in November 2004, discussion was made with respect to the implementation of Resolution ITU-R 44-1 “Updating of certain maintained CCIR/ITU-R Recommendations”. In view of the difficulties encountered in the interpretation of this Resolution, RAG concluded that there was a need for establishing guidelines on the implementation of this Resolution and created a correspondence group that will address these issues, under the coordination responsibility of Mr N. Kisrawi (Vice-Chairman of the RAG).
This contribution provides a basis for the above guidelines for consideration by the RAG05-1 meeting. 

2
Consideration

As pointed out by the input contribution initiating this subject (Doc. RAG04-1/19), there are two issues to be addressed in the guidelines. 

(1) Issue 1 (under resolves 1 in the Resolution)

Identification of old Recommendations considered no longer necessary and candidates for deletion. 

(2) Issue 2 (under resolves 2 in the Resolution)

Implementation of purely editorial updating to the maintained Recommendations.
2.1
Treatment of old Recommendations 

2.1.1
Factors to be taken into account

In order to facilitate the work to review the maintained Recommendations as stated in resolves 1, it may be appropriate for the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, with the cooperation of the Chairmen of the relevant Study Groups, Working Parties and Task Groups, to prepare lists of ITU‑R Recommendations, for which any substantial revision was not made in recent X* years. 

This preparation should be initiated about one year before the next Radiocommunication Assembly. For Recommendations revised within X years, their content could generally be regarded as valid and necessary. 

Based on the above lists, the relevant SGs, WPs and TGs are requested to examine whether these Recommendations are still useful or they are no longer necessary. In this process, the following factors should be taken into account:

-  

the latest technology development;

· 
even if the content of the Recommendations still have a certain validity, are they really so useful as to be continuously recommended by ITU-R?  

-
is there another Recommendation developed later which handles the same (or quite similar) topics and could cover the points recommended in the old Recommendation?

· 
in case that only a part of the Recommendation is regarded as still useful, possibility to merge the relevant part to another Recommendation.

It should be further taken into account:

- 

that the status of telecommunications may differ according to countries; therefore, even if some administrations are in favour of suppressing an old Recommendation, technical/operational requirements addressed in that Recommendation may still be important in some other administrations.

After the review by the relevant SGs, WPs and TGs, the results should be reported to the next Radiocommunication Assembly through the Chairmen of the Study Groups. For Recommendations to be still maintained, the reasons should be identified. 

2.1.2
Consideration on “X years”
Concerning X years, “10 years” has been suggested in Document RAG04-1/19. 

Table 1 presents the list of deleted Recommendations at the previous RA-03 with information on how many years have passed after their latest revision.  

Table 1  
Deleted Recommendations at RA-03

	
	The year when the latest revision was made
	Total

	
	15 or more years before

(before 1988)
	10-15 years before

(1988-1992)
	Within 10 years

(after 1992)
	

	F-series
	26
	1
	0
	27

	M-series
	6
	5
	3
	14

	SM-series
	1
	1
	0
	2

	V-series
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Total
	33
	8
	3
	44

	Note: There are some other Recommendations that were deleted after RA-03 through the correspondence procedure based on Resolution ITU-R 1-4. In many cases such deletions are triggered by the development of a new Recommendation or rearrangement of existing Recommendations.


From Table 1, the following points are observed:

· 
in the past, a very limited number of Recommendations were deleted within 10 years after their latest revision; 

· 
some Recommendations were deleted after 10-15 years from their latest revision;

· 
many Recommendations were proposed for deletion after 15 years or more from their latest revision.

Table 2 presents the number of Recommendations now in force, which require the examination of the SG/WP/TGs according to the X years criteria. The statistics are based on “List of Recommendations and Reports” which is available on the ITU Website (http://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-r/opb/rec/R-REC-LS-2004-PDF-E.pdf). The List does not include very recent Recommendations. Annex 1 provides detailed information on the latest revisions of ITU-R Recommendations in force.

Table 2

	
	The year when the latest revision was made
	Total Recommendations in force

	
	Before 1988

(X=20)
	Before 1993

(X=15)
	Before 1998

(X=10)
	

	The number of Recommendations to be examined
	57
	153
	496
	1046

	(Percentage)
	(5%)
	(15%)
	(47%)
	(100%)


From Table 2, the following points are understood:

· 
if the “10 years” criterion is adopted, a fairly large number of the maintained Recommendations (about 47 % of the total) are to be reviewed. The work for this review may create additional burden to Study Groups;

· 
if the “15 years” criterion is adopted, the above workload is much reduced.

Therefore, it is proposed to conduct the examination work for the maintained Recommendations for which any revision has not been made for more than 15 years before the next Radiocommunication Assembly. This criterion is not intended to discourage review of other Recommendations that have not been become 15 years old.

2.2  
Editorial updating of Recommendations 

On this issue, Document RAG04-1/19 has proposed to limit the implementation only to the relevant considering b), c) and d). Resolution ITU-R 44-1 is referring to the following cases:
–

ITU structural changes (CCIR to ITU-R, world administrative radio conference to world radiocommunication conference, IFRB to Radiocommunication Bureau, etc.);

–

the need for replacing references to ex-CCIR Reports by those to ITU-R Recommendations;

–

the renumbering of Radio Regulations provisions resulting from the simplification of the Radio Regulations, provided the Radio Regulation provision text is not changed;

–
updating of cross-references between ITU-R Recommendations;
· need to delete references to Questions that are no longer in force.

The second item may have completed its role, since the updating work on this matter has been well facilitated. 

It requires discussion whether the fourth item may include the following case:

- 
updating of basic information addressed in the referenced Recommendations (Such an example is found in Recommendation ITU-R F.746, of which detailed text is given in Annex 2).

3
Proposal
Based on the above consideration, it is proposed to adopt the “Draft guidelines for the implementation of Resolution ITU-R 44” as given in Annex 3. 

Annexes:
3

Annex 1

Detailed information on the latest revisions of ITU-R Recommendations in force 

TABLE A1

	Series ITU-R
	The year when the latest revision was made
	Total

	
	Before 1988
	1988-1992
	1993-1997
	After 1997
	

	BO
	2
	5
	14
	17
	38

	BR
	0
	2
	6
	34
	42

	BS
	12
	19
	11
	25
	67

	BT
	3
	15
	36
	73
	127

	F
	14
	12
	35
	84
	145

	M
	15
	13
	89
	85
	202

	P
	3
	6
	13
	48
	70

	RA
	0
	0
	1
	11
	12

	S
	4
	16
	44
	66
	130

	SA
	0
	2
	37
	37
	76

	SF
	2
	2
	10
	17
	31

	SM
	2
	1
	36
	32
	71

	SNG
	0
	1
	5
	2
	8

	TF
	0
	0
	4
	13
	7

	V
	0
	2
	2
	6
	10

	Total
	57
	96
	343
	550
	1046


Annex 2

Example text of Recommendation ITU-R F.746 summarizing information given in other Recommendations

Radio-frequency channel arrangement for fixed service
systems in frequency bands below about 17 GHz

	Band
(GHz)
	Frequency range
(GHz)
	Recommendations ITU-R
F Series
	Channel separation
(MHz)

	0.4
	0.4061-0.430

0.41305-0.450
	Recommendation ITU‑R F.1567, Annex 1
Recommendation ITU‑R F.1567, Annex 1
	0.05; 0.1; 0.15; 0.2; 0.25; 0.6; 0.25; 0.3; 0.5; 0.6; 0.75; 1; 1.75; 3.5

	1.4
	1.35-1.53
	1242
	0.25; 0.5; 1; 2; 3.5

	2
	1.427-2.69
1.7-2.1; 1.9-2.3
1.7-2.3
1.9-2.3
1.9-2.3
1.9-2.3
2.3-2.5
2.29-2.67


2.5-2.7
	701
382
283
1098
1098, Annexes 1, 2
1098, Annex 3
746, Annex 1
1243


283
	0.5 (pattern) 
29
14
3.5; 2.5 (patterns)
14
10
1; 2; 4; 14; 28
0.25; 0.5; 1; 1.75;
2; 3.5; 7; 14;
2.5 (pattern)
14

	3.6
	3.4-3.8
3.4-3.8
	1488, Annex 1
1488, Annex 2
	25(1)
0.25(2)

	4
	3.8-4.2
3.6-4.2
3.6-4.2
	382
635
635, Annex 1
	29
10 (pattern)
90; 80; 60; 40; 30

	5
	4.4-5.0
4.4-5.0
4.4-5.0
4.54-4.9
	746, Annex 2
1099
1099, Annex 1
1099, Annex 2
	28
10 (pattern)
40; 60; 80
40; 20

	L6
	5.925-6.425
5.85-6.425
5.925-6.425
	383
383, Annex 1
383, Annex 1
	29.65
90; 60
40

	U6
	6.425-7.11
6.425-7.11
	384
384, Annex 1
	40; 30; 20
80

	(1) 
Frequency block bandwidth.

(2)

Basic frequency slot for aggregating wider frequency block bandwidth.


Annex 3

Draft guidelines for the implementation of Resolution ITU-R 44

1 
Review of the maintained Recommendations as stated in resolves 1

About one year before the next Radiocommunication Assembly, the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, with the cooperation of the Chairmen of the relevant Study Groups, Working Parties and Task Groups, should prepare lists of ITU-R Recommendations, for which any substantial revision was not made within 15 years (Note 1). Based on the lists, the relevant SGs, WPs and TGs are requested to examine whether these Recommendations are still useful or they are no longer necessary. In this process, the following factors should be taken into account:

-  

the latest technology development;

· 
even if the content of the Recommendations still have certain validity, are they really so useful as to be continuously recommended by ITU-R?  

· 
is there another Recommendation developed later which handles the same (or quite similar) topics and could cover the points recommended in the old Recommendation?

· 
in case that only a part of the Recommendation is regarded as still useful, possibility to merge the relevant part to another Recommendation.

It should be further taken into account:

-  
that the status of telecommunications may differ according to countries. Therefore, even if some administrations are in favour of suppressing an old Recommendation, technical /operational requirements addressed in that Recommendation may still be important for some other administrations.

After the review by the relevant SGs, WPs and TGs, the results should be reported to the next Radiocommunication Assembly through the Chairmen of the Study Groups. For Recommendations to be still maintained, the reason should be identified. 

Note 1: This criterion is not intended to discourage review of other Recommendations that have not become 15 years old.

2 
Editorial updating of the maintained Recommendations as stated in resolves 2

Editorial updating stated in resolves 2 includes the following cases;
–
ITU structural changes (CCIR to ITU-R, world administrative radio conference to world radiocommunication conference, IFRB to Radiocommunication Bureau, etc.);

–
the renumbering of Radio Regulations provisions resulting from the simplification of the Radio Regulations, provided the Radio Regulation provision text is not changed;
· updating of cross-references between ITU-R Recommendations;

· need to delete references to Questions that are no longer in force.

For these purely editorial amendments, a procedure stated in resolves 3 may apply. However, the editorial updating should be made in conjunction with the review of the content (see section 1 in this “Guidelines”).  

_______________







* 	The value of X will be considered later.
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