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1
Introduction

The first session of the Regional Radiocommunication Conference for the planning of the digital terrestrial broadcasting service in parts of Region 1 and 3, in the frequency bands 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz (RRC-04, Geneva, 10–28 May 2004) established a comprehensive programme of inter-sessional activities, as detailed in various Resolutions.

In its submission to the 12th meeting of the RAG (November 2004), the Bureau provided a status report on the conduct of the intersessional activities between the end of RRC-04 and the concerned RAG meeting. This document provides an update of the situation since the 12th RAG meeting.

2
Invitations for the RRC-06 and for the associated conferences for consequential amendments to ST61 and GE89 Agreements

2.1
In accordance with the statutory requirements, invitations for the RRC-06 (Geneva, 15 May – 16 June 2006) have been sent to the Member States from the planning area on 11 May 2005 (Circular letter No. 59 of the ITU General Secretariat) and to the concerned organizations and sector members on 16 May 2005 (Circular letter No. 61). The administrations of the Member States outside the planning area have been informed accordingly (Circular letter No. 60 of 13 May 2005).  

2.2
Invitations for the short conference to revise the ST61 Agreement (RRC-06-EUR) have been sent to the Member States from the European Broadcasting Area on 26 May 2005 (Circular letter No. 63 of the ITU General Secretariat) and to the concerned organizations and sector members on 26 May 2005 (Circular letter No. 65). The administrations of the Member States outside the planning area have been informed accordingly (Circular letter No. 64 of 26 May 2005).  

2.3
Invitations for the short conference to revise the GE89 Agreement (RRC-06-AFR+) have been sent to the Member States from the planning area of the GE89 Agreement on 26 May 2005 (Circular letter No. 66 of the ITU General Secretariat) and to the concerned organizations and sector members on 26 May 2005 (Circular letter No. 68). The administrations of the Member States outside the planning area have been informed accordingly (Circular letter No. 67 of 26 May 2005).  

3
Conduct of the intersessional work and current situation with respect to the initiated activities

3.0
In accordance with the programme of the intersessional activities, as detailed in Annex 2 to Resolution COM5/1, the following activities have been undertaken since the 12th RAG meeting:
3.1
Issues related to the preparatory phase

3.1.1
In the preparatory phase, the Bureau developed the electronic formats for submission of requirements for digital broadcasting, based on the indications in § 6.2 of Chapter 6 of the Report of the first session of RRC-04. The Bureau also developed the data capture software, with some validation features, to assist administrations to create their digital broadcasting requirements in the specified electronic format; this software was delivered in early September 2004. Based on the suggestions from the Member States, the Bureau enhanced this software with additional functionalities (such as more detailed validation features, data correction features, etc.). This software, which was made available on the ITU website for free download, was widely accepted by the Member States: it became one of the most frequent “downloads” from the ITU website, with no indication of any difficulty concerning its installation and/or operation. The Bureau also developed the associated guidelines for use of this software. In addition, the Bureau presented this software at various workshops and seminars and posted on the website the frequently asked questions from Member States in this respect, together with the relevant answers to these questions.
3.1.2
Following the delivery of the planning software, by the Technical Department of the European Broadcasting Union (in August/September 2004), the planning software
 underwent extensive testing by staff of the BR, the EBU and the members of the Planning Exercise Team (PXT). In this connection, considerable number of working assumptions has been adopted, implemented in the planning software and tested. Where necessary, the working assumptions have been submitted for advice to the concerned ITU-R Study Groups and/or Working Parties. 
3.1.3
All the relevant issues were reviewed, on a regular basis, in the meetings of the PXT
 and the Steering Group of the IPG
.

3.2
Issues related to the first planning exercise

3.2.1
In accordance with the time schedule, the first planning exercise was conducted in the period between 1 December 2004 and 15 July 2005. The relevant activities included:

i)
Invitation
 to the Member States from the planning area to submit requirements for the first planning exercise within the time limit established by RRC-04 (i.e. 28 February 2005), their validation, exchange of correspondence with the concerned administrations and publication (CR/238 of 31 May 2005). At the request from the administrations of the African Member States, this deadline was extended, for the African Member States, up to 29 May 2005 and the additional requirements that have been declared complete and correct by 3 June 2005 have been included in the first planning exercise. In summary, 98 Member States from the planning area and one observer (the Palestinian Authority) submitted 54 806 digital broadcasting requirements for the first planning exercise (12 080 requirements in the VHF band and 42 726 requirements in the UHF band; the requirements in the VHF band comprised of 5 905 digital sound broadcasting requirements and 6 175 digital television broadcasting requirements).

ii)
Establishment of the “equivalent reference situation for the first planning exercise” concerning the broadcasting services. In this connection, the Bureau compiled the pertinent data from the relevant databases (the updated versions of the ST61 and GE89 Plans, the MIFR and the RCC List, as well as the particular submissions from IRQ), using the specific indications from the Member States concerned, where applicable. For this purpose, the Bureau developed specific guidelines on the procedures to be followed by all administrations regarding the identification of those analogue BT assignments that are to be excluded from the “equivalent reference situation” (i.e., not to be taken into account in the compatibility assessment with the digital requirements, at the request of the responsible administration), including a specific form of notice BC6, in paper and electronic format. In summary, some 35 333 analogue television broadcasting assignments have been included in the first planning exercise (out of 55 399 potentially eligible assignments).

iii)
Establishment of the “equivalent reference situation for the first planning exercise” concerning the primary terrestrial services other than broadcasting. In this connection, the Bureau compiled the relevant data from the MIFR, using the specific indications from the Member States concerned, where applicable. For this purpose, the Bureau developed specific guidelines on the procedures to be followed by all administrations, including a specific form of notice (R06), for use by the Member States, with a view to indicating those frequency assignments to other primary services that would need to be considered in the planning process, as well as for update of the identified frequency assignments with additional data elements (e.g. service type code, coordination information). In summary some 8 107 assignments to other primary services from 28 administrations have been included in the first planning exercise (out of 12 529 potentially eligible assignments from 38 administrations).

iv)
Establishment of provisional arrangement for submission of administrative declarations, their processing and inclusion in the planning process. In summary, 35 Member States from the planning area submitted 145 234 usable declarations for the first planning exercise.
v)
Using the inventory of digital requirements and administrative declarations submitted by the Member States, as well as the other input data compiled by the Bureau (notably on the existing and planned analogue broadcasting assignments and on the existing and planned assignments of other primary services), the PXT conducted four case studies in the context of the first planning exercise, which were presented to the first meeting of the IPG (Geneva, 4 – 8 July 2005). The results of these four case studies, after consideration by the IPG, have been refined by the Planning Exercise team (PXT) and dispatched to the Member States from the planning area on 15 July 2005 (see BR circular letter CR/240), for analysis and for taking them into consideration when preparing input data for the production of the draft plan.
3.2.2
In view of the results of the first planning exercise, the IPG decided to conduct additional exercises, using some relaxation to the planning parameters, as well as additional administrative declarations
. At the time of preparation of this report, these additional exercises were underway with a view to their presentation to the meeting of the Working Party of the IPG (Geneva, 28 – 29 September 2005).

3.3
Issues related to the production of the draft plan

3.3.1
With respect to the development of the draft plan
, the following activities have been initiated: 

i)
In accordance with the decisions of the first meeting of the IPG, the Bureau adjusted the electronic formats for submission of digital requirements and dispatched them to the membership on 29 July 2005 (CR/242). The Bureau adapted accordingly the relevant software package that includes data capture, data validation, data correction and data query and enhanced it with a new routine for final validation of all the consolidated digital requirements files; this software package was made available to the membership on 10 August 2005.

ii)
In accordance with the time schedule for the conduct of the intersessional activities, the Bureau invited the membership to submit requirements for the development of the draft plan, by 31 October 2005 and provided relevant guidelines in this respect (CR/241 of 29 July 2005). 

iii)
With respect to the establishment of the reference situation concerning the existing and planned assignments in analogue broadcasting and other primary terrestrial services, the Bureau dispatched reminders to the concerned administrations indicting the need to complete the required coordination activities by 31 October 2005. At time of preparation of this report the Bureau was finalizing the relevant circular letters (CR/243 related to the other primary services, CR/244 related to the analogue broadcasting).

iv)
Based upon the conclusions of the IPG1, the Bureau prepared a discussion paper for the meeting of the PXT (September 2005) regarding the new mechanism for submission of administrative declarations. At time of preparation of this report the Bureau was finalizing all the relevant details with a view to their dispatch through a circular letter.

3.4
Consideration of regulatory/procedural matters related to RRC-06 and the related short conferences

3.4.1
In accordance with the indications in Resolution PLEN-1, the following activities have been undertaken since the 12th RAG meeting:
· A meeting of the Working Party of the Regulatory/Procedural Group (RPG) (28 October  - 3 November 2004), which gave initial consideration of the regulatory/procedural issues;

· Three meetings of the Sub-working group 1 of the Working Party of the RPG (on 7 – 9 March 2005, 27 – 29 June 2005 and 30 August – 1 September 2005).

3.4.2
In the above meetings, the membership gave initial consideration to the regulatory/procedural issues, as well as in-depth consideration of the possible text for the new agreement and to the revisions of the ST61 and GE89 Agreements. The Bureau submitted several contributions in this respect, summarizing its experience with the application of the ST61 and GE89 Agreements, raising issues of a regulatory/procedural nature that require some clarifications, as well as example texts for the Final Acts of the short conference.

3.4.3
The main meeting of the RPG will be held on 6 – 9 December 2005 and the relevant preparations are underway.

3.5
ITU-R Study Group activities for RRC-06

Immediately after RRC-04, necessary arrangements were initiated with a view to ensure timely study of the relevant issues identified by RRC-04. The concerned Study Groups and Working Parties also reviewed the working assumptions adopted by the PXT and provided advice, where possible.

3.6
Organization of regional information meetings and workshops

3.6.1
Immediately after RRC-04, the Bureau has given consideration to the organization of regional information meetings/workshops to provide assistance to the administrations in their preparations during the intersessional period and for the second session of RRC. In this connection the Bureau established close relations with the regional telecommunication organizations and with the Telecommunication Development Bureau. RAG may wish to note the following activities in this regard that occurred since the 12th RAG meeting:

–
An information meeting and associated workshop has been organized in Dakar, Senegal (25 – 29 April 2005) for the administrations of the African Member States. The event was attended by 126 participants from 40 African countries. The Bureau provided 25 fellowships for the participants from the administrations of the LDCs in Africa.

–
An information meeting and associated workshop has been organized in Damascus, Syria, (16 – 18 August 2005) for the administrations of the Arab Group of countries. The event was attended by 64 participants from 17 Arab countries and one observer (Palestinian Authority).

–
The second information meeting and associated workshop for the administrations of the African Member States is being organized in Accra, Ghana (10 – 14 October 2005). The Bureau and the BDT will provide fellowships for the participants from the administrations of the LDCs in Africa.

3.4.2
Staff of the Bureau also participated in other seminars and workshops dealing with RRC issues (e.g., in the Digital Broadcasting Switchover Forum organized by the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation (CTO), London, 21‑23 March 2005, EBU workshop in Geneva, 12 September 2005) as well as in the relevant preparatory meetings of the regional telecommunication organizations. 

3.5
Other intersessional activities are under implementation, according to the time schedule in Annex 2 of Resolution COM5/1. 

4
Preparations for the RRC-06

4.1
The preparatory activities for the RRC-06 are underway in the concerned regional telecommunication organizations as well as within the ITU Secretariat. It appeared that there is a consensus on the structure of the RRC-06 (two substantive committees and one working group of the Plenary in addition to the statutory committees) as well as on the structure of the two short conferences (one substantive committee in addition to the statutory committees). Similarly, it appeared that, with careful planning of the meetings, there would be no difficulty in parallel conduct o the main conference and the two short conferences.

4.2
With respect to the required computer resources for conducting the planning process during RRC-06, consideration is being given to optimizing the computer code with a view to using the distributed computing on many PCs with a view to completing all relevant calculations within an acceptable time period (2-3 days).

________________







� It should be noted that, at the time of preparation of this document, the planning software comprised 74 source files resulting in 42 individual programs, as well as 28 reference data files, and is being updated with additional modules.


� Since its establishment in August 2004, the PXT held five regular meetings (20 - 22 October 2004, 17-19 January 2005, 18-20 April 2005, 1-3 June 2005 and 7-9 September 2005) and one common meeting with the IPG experts (on 5 July 2005).


� The Steering Group of the IPG held three meetings so far (10-12 November 2004, 10 – 11 February 2005 and 30 June – 1 July 2005).


� The relevant guidelines were dispatched with BR Circular letter CR/229 of 7 December 2004.


� The report of the first meeting of the IPG was dispatched with administrative circular CA/151 of 25 July 2005.


� This phase of the intersessional activities is to be completed by 28 February 2006.
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