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This document provides information on the main results of the 10th meeting of the Global Standards Collaboration (GSC-10) (Sophia Antipolis, France, 28 August – 2 September 2005) of interest to the ITU Radiocommunication Sector. The list of constituent organizations in the GSC is outlined in the Attachment.

The goal of the GSC meetings is to promote informal linkage among senior officials from national, regional and international standards bodies in support of the work of the ITU. GSC activities are carried out under the framework of Resolution ITU-R 9-2 (Liaison and collaboration with other organizations).
The ITU delegation to GSC-10 was chaired by Mr. H. Zhao, Director, TSB and composed of delegates representing ITU-R (Mr. F. Leite, Deputy-Director, BR and Mr. B. Gracie, Chairman, RAG) and ITU-T (Mr. R. Scholl, Deputy-Director, TSB, Mr. G. Fishman, Chairman, TSAG, ITU-T Study Group Chairmen and TSB staff members).

The ITU-R delegation submitted a contribution (Doc. GSC10_joint_02) containing information related to liaison activities between ITU-R and ITU-T and with external organization. The document included also a copy of the “Guidelines for the contribution of material of other organizations to the work of the Study Groups and for inviting other organizations to take part in the study of specific matters (Resolution ITU-R 9-2)
”
As a result of the fruitful discussions, which took place on how to achieve enhanced coordination, the following conclusions were reached:

· Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs) were encouraged to consider how to enhance their coordination in topics of joint interest between ITU-R and ITU-T and how to improve coordination of their activities in the relationships between ITU-R and other organizations 
· It was noted that in some Resolutions adopted by GSC-10 there is specific encouragement for the PSOs to collaborate and actively support ITU-R in areas of study that include the following: wireless access systems including broadband, electromagnetic field (EMF) measurement and public protection and disaster relief (PPDR).
· It has been recognized that some of the topics under consideration by GSC are of interest to both ITU Sectors (e.g., EMF measurement, PPDR, RFID and ITS) and it was decided to invite PSOs to monitor and/or participate in studies in ITU-R and ITU-T relating to these topics of joint interest. 

To underline the importance of IPR matters, GSC has established a permanent working group which discussed the following issues at GSC-10: source code copyrights and trademarks used in standards; IPR declarations, IPR databases (e.g., ITU-T and ITU-R database “convergence”); technical means to protect copyrights of Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) including Digital Rights Management (DRM) implementations; issue of determination of “RAND”
 and the possibility of very high royalties (sometimes cumulatively) in connection with the implementation of a standard.

GSC-10 approved a Resolution prepared by the IPR-WG, which “resolves:

that the participating standards organizations of GSC:

1) strongly support the adoption of effective intellectual property policies that are transparent, widely accepted and encourage broad-based participation and the contribution of valuable technical solutions by respecting intellectual property rights, including the right of the intellectual property holder to receive reasonable and adequate compensation for the shared use of its technology; 

2) strongly support definitions of “open standards” that reflect the following characteristics:  such standards are (i) made available to the general public, (ii) developed (or approved) and maintained via a collaborative and consensus driven process, and (iii) subject to a RAND/FRAND intellectual property rights policy (for the reasons articulated above); 
3) strongly voice their opposition to policies that mandate compensation-free licensing provisions and licensing practices that discriminate between members and non-members; and
4) strongly voice their opposition to intellectual property policies with overbroad patent disclosure obligations that explicitly or implicitly mandate corporate patent searches with the penalty of loss of patent enforcement rights in connection with the relevant standard.”
It is noted that efforts are underway to identify a Rapporteur who can attend meetings of the Ad Hoc Group on IPR coordinated by ITU-T and report on matters of interest to ITU-R at the meetings of the RAG.

GSC-10 adopted several Resolutions in many topics of direct interest to ITU-R Study Groups and prepared a Communiqué (see attachment). All GSC documents are available at: http://www.gsc.etsi.org/.

Attachment:

GSC-10 Communiqué

ATTACHMENT

“Partners for Innovation”

Global Standardization Collaboration Intensifies

Sophia Antipolis, France, 2nd September 2005

The world’s leading telecommunications and radio standards organizations met, from the 28th August to the 2nd September 2005, to promote innovation and collaboration on next generation standards for converged fixed/mobile communication services. The Tenth Global Standards Collaboration meeting (GSC-10), including a User Workshop, was hosted by ETSI in Sophia Antipolis, France.

Key milestones of GSC included: 

· The China Communications Standards Association (CCSA) was warmly received as a new Participating Standards Organization (PSO) in the GSC by the 100 participants from 9 regional standards organizations and the ITU,

· The GSC re-affirmed its commitment to the standards collaboration initiatives on Next Generation Networks launched at GSC-9. These are promoting seamless interoperability within and between converged fixed and mobile networks offering users security and quality of service as well as expanded features and applications. In addition, Home Networking was recognized as increasingly important to users, as playing a key role in NGN, and thus as a topic for promoting cooperation. 

· As the issue of "open standards" is gaining attention on a global scale, GSC has agreed, in a resolution, on fundamental elements that should be included in the definition of an "open standard"

· Standardization on third generation (3G) wireless communications will continue along its current path, thereby ensuring the smooth transition of specifications towards systems beyond 3G. 

· The User Workshop was a great opportunity to exchange more detailed information on user requirements and the related standards that are being developed on a worldwide scale for the benefit of all. The workshop focussed especially on the role of users in standardization policy and their requirements to ensure “Accessibility for All” to ICT technologies and to the standardization work.

Francisco da Silva, GSC#10 Chairman, said: “Innovation is at the heart of progress in communications.  This GSC meeting has once again brought together standards leaders from all over the world to further cooperation towards global standards that will create innovative new services in areas ranging from networks inside the home, to converged fixed and mobile voice, video and data applications, to security and accessibility for all users.  The positive and proactive spirit of collaboration towards these ends has been truly impressive”.

The Global Telecommunications Standards Collaboration (GTSC-3) and Global Radio Standards Collaboration (GRSC-3) meetings are a vital part of the Global Standards Collaboration. The GRSC and GTSC meetings aim to establish objectives to accelerate the process of global telecommunication and radio standards development thereby promoting interconnectivity and interoperability. Specific resolutions on the following topics were agreed:

Next Generation Networks

Systems beyond 3G

Emergency Communications

Public Protection & Disaster Relief

Electronic Article Surveillance (EAS) & RF Identification Devices (RFID)

Home Networking

Cybersecurity

Broadband Services in Rural and Remote Areas

Wireless access including RLANs, Ad-Hoc Networking and Broadband Wireless Access

Intelligent Transportation Systems

Ultra Wide Band

Measurement Methodologies for Assessing Human Exposure to RF Energy 

Definition of Open Standards 

Intellectual Property Rights Policies

Radio Microphones and Cordless Audio Devices

User Interest Working Group

Other areas discussed were:


Location-based Services


Internet Protocol over Wireless


Software defined radio & Cognitive radio


Digital Broadcasting including mobile multimedia applications


Satellite services


Architecture, Protocols, End-to-End QoS, Network Management, Lawful/Legal Interception, Service Platforms and Interworking of Services for NGN

Karl Heinz Rosenbrock, ETSI Director General, said: “The positive message to the industry is that the standards development work essential for the introduction of innovative technologies into current and future networks is well co-ordinated and harmonized between the PSOs and ITU. This is extremely important to ensure timely introduction of 3G mobile networks and NGNs.  The evolution of the technologies will continue to be the key building block for the growth of fixed and mobile voice, video and data.” 

The GSC web site (http://www.gsc.etsi.org/) contains details of the meeting and the User Workshop. 

Participants at GSC-10 included the Australian Communications Industry Forum (ACIF), Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB) of Japan, the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS) and Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) from the US, the China Communications Standards Association (CCSA), the Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC) of Japan, the Telecommunications Technology Association (TTA) of Korea, the ICT Standards Advisory Council of Canada (ISACC), and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

Guests and observers included representatives from the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), the Asia Pacific Telecommunity (APT), the Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) and the Sector Board 4 of International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

Background Information:

The Global Standards Collaboration is the latest in a series of such events that commenced in Fredericksburg, Virginia, in 1990.  Their goal is to promote informal linkage among senior officials from national, regional and international standards bodies in support of the work of the International Telecommunication Union.  The next GSC meeting in this series, including a User Workshop, has been scheduled for 28 May - 2 June 2006, and will be hosted by TIA in Chicago.

The GSC-10 meeting provided a framework for exchanging information, establishing objectives to accelerate the process of global telecommunication and radio standards development, and promoting interconnectivity and interoperability.

In conjunction with this meeting bilateral agreements were signed between TTA & ATIS, TTA & ETSI and TTA & TIA.  

More information is available at http://www.gsc.etsi.org/
________________







� The Guidelines can be found at http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/study-groups/index.asp.


� RAND: Reasonable And Non-Discriminatory and FRAND: Free, Reasonable And Non-Discriminatory.
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