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1
Introduction

This report is intended to provide status reports and background information on some of the issues that are on the provisional agenda for the 13th meeting of RAG to assist the meeting in considering the relevant agenda items.

The report is structured according to the items on the provisional agenda. Separate reports will be submitted for some of the agenda items.

2
Relevant decisions of Council 2005 (agenda item 3)

2.1
Budget for 2006-2007

Council 2005 approved the ITU biennial budget for 2006-2007 (Resolution 1250). The estimated expenditure for ITU-R is distributed as follows (in thousands of Swiss francs):

	Section 
	2006
	2007
	2006-2007

	World radiocommunication conferences
	0
	2'406
	2'406

	Radiocommunication assemblies
	0
	317
	317

	Regional radiocommunication conferences
	5'519
	1'632
	7'151

	Radio Regulations Board
	468
	469
	937

	Radiocommunication Advisory Group
	113
	112
	225

	Study group meetings
	1'238
	1'689
	2'927

	Publications
	1'580
	1'580
	3'160

	Seminars
	228
	192
	420

	Bureau
	28'894
	28'813
	57'707

	   - Common expenditure
	640
	640
	1'280

	   - Office of the Director
	524
	524
	1'048

	   - Study Groups Department
	2'545
	2'643
	5'188

	   - Space Services Department
	9'778
	9'687
	19'465

	   - Terrestrial Services Department
	6'244
	6'207
	12'451

	   - Informatics, Administration & Publications Dept
	9'028
	8'977
	18'005

	   - Regional presence
	135
	135
	270

	 Total
	38'040
	37'210
	75'250


2.2
Satellite network filing cost recovery (SNF)

Council 2005 decided to create an ad hoc group to deal with the sensitive issues pertaining to SNF under the chairmanship of Mr. K. Arasteh (Islamic Republic of Iran). The group used Doc. C05/29 proposed by the Radiocommunication Bureau as a guideline for its work and considered also contributions from the Member States on cost recovery issues. Finally, Council endorsed, with few modifications, the changes to the fee calculation methodology and the corrective measures for invoices issued in 2002-2003 and 2004-2005 proposed by the ad hoc group, and adopted:

· Decision 482 (modified 2005) - Implementation of cost recovery for satellite network filings

· Decision 531 - Additional corrective measures relating to cost recovery on satellite network filings for those networks subject to Decision 513

· Decision 532 - Satellite network filing cost recovery: categories 7 and 8

· Decision 533 - Corrective measures related to cost recovery on GSO satellite network filings operating in the band 11.7-12.2 GHz for which No. 9.14 is directly cited in the Radio Regulations

· Decision 534 – Cost recovery for satellite network filings - Part B submissions involving the application of Article 4 of Appendices 30/30A where the associated part A was received prior to 8 November 1998.

In Decisions 532, 533 and 534, clear instructions from the Council were included authorizing the Secretary-General to withdraw from the Reserve Account the shortfall of income as a consequence of these decisions to the extent that the Reserve Account was not reduced below 3% as a result.

While corrective measures could be implemented for 2004-2005, it was not possible to do so for 2002-2003 as the accounts for the period were closed. It was agreed that any corrective measures for the 2002-2003 period would be a matter for PP-06.

The Council also agreed to disband the Council Ad hoc group on cost recovery for SNF chaired by D. Barrett (UK).

2.3
Use of languages

A Working Group of the Council was established by Resolution 1238 to review various proposals and implementation of provisional measures including those already considered by the RAG regarding the use of the six official and working languages of the Union and report to Council 2006; the WG will also evaluate the ITU publications policy. 

2.3.1
Terminology database

Council 2005 instructed the Secretary-General to implement a unified centralized linguistic database system.

At the same time, the ITU-R Coordination Committee for Vocabulary (CCV) proposed, “to assist BR and to participate actively in the development of a database of terms and definitions appearing in ITU-R texts along the lines of the ITU-T SANCHO
 database (see CCV Chairman’s Report to the RA’s 2000 and 2003); the summary of conclusions of the 11th meeting of RAG in 2003 also indicated that: 
“2.7.2
RAG was informed on the current status of ITU-T databases dealing with terms and definitions, work programmes, and ITU-T Recommendations (Document RAG03-1/14), as well as on the developments related to the establishment of an integrated database of terms and definitions. The RAG advised the Director, BR, to raise the issue of the urgency of creating an integrated database of terms and definitions, at the Coordination Committee, with a view to establishing a common tool for all ITU Sectors and for the General Secretariat, given the common needs for such a tool and the potential savings with its maintenance.”
In its meeting of 9 March 2005, the CCV noted further that the ITU-R database on terms and definitions would contain all significant terminology and vocabulary within the ITU-R, RR (translated into six languages), and other regulatory texts, under the CCV coordination, and could be used in conferences and extended to all ITU texts
Resolutions ITU-R 33 to 36 establish a detailed framework for the terminology within ITU-R, including guidelines for the selection of terms and preparation of definitions and the use of terms in definitions, text presentation, work organization, vocabulary coordination, sorting by subject, adjunction of alphabetical indexes, etc. Moreover, it has been recognized that the need for such a database is essential for an adequate use of the radiocommunication terminology, in particular with the introduction of the six official languages.

In view of the above, the BR has initiated the activities towards the establishment of an integrated database of terms and definitions.

2.4
Calendar of events

Council 2005 decided on the following new dates for RA-07 and WRC-07, respectively: 8-12 October 2007 and 15 October-9 November 2007.

In view of the dates of the other events as established by Council, RAG should consider the schedule of RAG meetings in 2006: 19-23 June (option 1) or 4-8 December (option 2).

2.5
Sector Member Observers to Council

As a result of the implementation of the criteria established by the RAG
 for consideration of Sector Members that wish to be nominated as Observers to Council representing Sector Members of the Radiocommunication Sector, the following ITU-R Sector Members were selected for Council 2005 session: The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU), the International Air Transport Association (IATA), and the World Broadcasting Unions - Technical Committee (WBU-TC).

According to the directives set forth by Administrative Circular CA/146 and the provisions outlined in Annex A of Council Decision 519, the ITU-R Sector Member Observers to Council 2006 should be selected.

2.6
Free electronic access to ITU publications

Council 2005 considered a proposal to authorize free electronic access to ITU-T Recommendations. It was explained that this was a request from WTSA-04 applying not only to ITU-T Recommendations but also to other publications, such as handbooks, etc. The Council concluded that it did not have enough details to allow it to take a decision, particularly regarding the cost and the likely income losses of such a measure, and agreed that the secretariat should undertake a study of the precise financial impact of the proposal, with the addition of online access to ITU-R Recommendations and Reports, with a report to be presented at the next session of the Council.

A detailed study has already been initiated by the ITU Publication Policy Committee (IPPC).

It is noted that the consequences of the implementation of such a policy would have to be considered within the overall limited financial framework of the Union, bearing in mind the already reduced level of resources made available to the Union to undertake its very important work programme.

3
Issues related to study group activities (agenda items 4.1 to 4.4)

3.1
Consideration of study group structure (agenda item 4.1)

Following the last meeting of RAG, the only specific action remaining on this topic was to continue to study possibilities of merging Study Groups 8 and 9, acknowledging that there was no further interest in pursuing such studies within the two Study Groups themselves. The matter was charged to the Correspondence Group on ITU Structure (Chairman: L.W. Barclay), at the same time taking into account Resolution 106 (Marrakesh, 2002).

Very little activity has been apparent within the CG on ITU Structure. Moreover, following examination of the Report from the Council Group on Structure at C-05 (responding to Resolution 106), it was recommended by Council that work on the subject be concluded.

In parallel, and in accordance with advice from RAG-04, Study Groups have continued to study means to improve their working methods and their internal structure. In this regard, attention has been paid to the timing of meetings having common elements of interest and to the increased use of EDH facilities. Further improvements in these areas are to be expected.

Resolution ITU-R 4‑4 is of relevance to this agenda item.

3.2
Working methods of the ITU-R study groups (agenda item 4.2)

BR/SGD has made contact with the chairman of the RAG CG on Resolution ITU-R 44, informally conveying some ideas that might help to clarify the implementation of the Resolution in certain cases. In particular, suggestions have been made concerning references to Radio Regulations appearing in ITU-R Recommendations.

Regarding EDH matters, despite little activity within the corresponding RAG CG, the Study Groups (and their subordinate groups) have demonstrated increasing use of electronic documentation. In particular, the use of CD-ROMs for contributions and output documents, coupled with the widespread use of WLAN facilities, have made the potential for paperless meetings a reality, as demonstrated by certain WPs at their meetings during the year.

In response to former requests, participation lists posted on the website are TIES protected and no longer publicly available. 

Consideration is being given to the electronic distribution of certain administrative circulars.

3.3
ITU-R patent policy; other patent, copyright and trade-mark issues (agenda item 4.3)

The TSB Director's ad hoc Group on Intellectual Property Rights (AHG/IPR) met in Geneva, 11-12 March 2005 to discuss IPR matters relevant to standardization activities and achieved the following results:

· The revision of patent declaration forms was completed. In addition, the Guidelines for Implementation of ITU-T Patent Policy were updated and interest was expressed in adopting similar guidelines in ITU-R. The intention was also expressed to merge the ITU-T and ITU-R patent databases so as to establish a Common Patent Statements Database for both BR and TSB.

· A new version of the ITU-T Software Copyright Guidelines was produced.

· A first version of Guidelines on how to use “marks” in ITU-T Recommendations – i.e., trademarks, service marks and certification marks – was agreed upon.

· A preliminary ITU-T definition of Open Standard from the perspective of standardization work in ITU was created.

· The next meeting of the AHG/IPR is scheduled for 1-2 November 2005.

Following RAG’s advice towards alignment of the ITU-R patent forms with those used in ITU-T, the new ITU-R forms for submission of patent statements and licensing declarations were published in Administrative Circular CA/148 of 15 April 2005.

RAG would need to consider the appointment of the ITU-R Rapporteur on IPR issues.

3.4
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-T and ITU-D Sector and with other organizations (agenda item 4.4)

3.4.1
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-T 

Contact has continued to be maintained with the TSB and with work of mutual interest to ITU-R and ITU-T. Notable topics include studies on NGN and, in particular, aspects of mobility, which bring together the studies of ITU-R SG 8 and ITU-T SG 19. Coordination has also been evident in the field of disaster and emergency communications that has been a priority topic for ITU during 2005. 

There is perhaps room for increased mutual awareness of the responsibilities and terms of reference of the two Sectors, especially where overlap and duplication may occur. Examples of potentially overlapping subjects lie in the area of multimedia and interactivity where one can identify topics covered by ITU-R having little or no radio content. In other cases, there are radiocommunication matters being addressed by ITU-T. In general, topics of common or overlapping interest are well known and this fact engenders healthy liaison between the Sectors, which helps to minimise duplication. However, liaison can sometimes reach unacceptable levels, with a multitude of liaison statements flying between several Study Groups and Working Parties.

Similar concerns can be expressed regarding ITU-T workshops and seminars that often contain significant radiocommunication aspects but, for one reason or another, will have neither a BR nor an ITU-R expert participating. However, a BR engineer participated in the meeting of IGC-SAT held in April 2005, although it must be said that, from a BR perspective, it is difficult to understand the reasons for maintaining this group!

As in the past, BR has monitored the activities of TSAG and, as reported above in § 3.3, the ad-hoc group on IPR.

3.4.2
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-D 

Close contact has continued to be maintained with the BDT and with work of mutual interest to the ITU-R and ITU-D Sectors. BR representatives have participated in the relevant meetings of the ITU-D Study Groups, Rapporteur Groups and TDAG, where current liaison activities involve the topics of spectrum management, digital broadcasting and migration from analogue systems, transition towards IMT‑2000 and systems beyond, and broadband wireless access technologies.

In response to requests from BDT, experts from ITU-R and BR participate to the extent possible in ITU-D seminars and workshops. Recent events have involved the topics of spectrum monitoring, IMT-2000, NGN and fixed/mobile convergence, broadband wireless access and spectrum allocation and pricing. At the time of the preparation of this report, appropriate arrangements were under finalization between BR, BDT and some of the regional telecommunication organizations, with a view to organizing regional information meetings and workshops for RRC-related activities.

Within the framework of Resolution ITU-R 11-3 (Development of an upgraded spectrum management system), BR experts have been actively participating in the development of the Spectrum Management System for Developing Countries (SMS4DC) in close collaboration with BDT.

BR, together with experts in Study Group 3, continues to monitor the progress of propagation studies in the Gulf, which have particular importance for intersessional activities of the RRC.

3.4.3
Liaison and collaboration with other organizations

Progress has been made in strengthening liaison and collaboration between the ITU-R Study Groups and other organizations in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 9-2.

Based on RAG advice from its 12th meeting, the BR published Guidelines for the contribution of material of other organizations to the work of the Study Groups and for inviting other organizations to take part in the study of specific matters (Resolution ITU-R 9-2). In the spirit of this Resolution, agreements for mutual cooperation and document exchange have been signed with ISO and IEC which, in turn, have facilitated the normative referencing of ISO and IEC Standards in ITU-R Recommendations. During the year, less formal arrangements for document exchange and referencing have also been successfully implemented with other organizations, indicating that simple arrangements can be as effective as the more complex ones.

An ITU-R delegation participated in the 10th meeting of the Global Standards Collaboration (GSC‑10) (Sophia Antipolis, France, 28 August-2 September 2005). Information on the meeting is found in Document RAG05-1/3.

BR is continuing its fruitful collaboration with the UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA), initiated in 1992, as observer/advisor to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), particularly in its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee (STS). In this regard, the Bureau would like to draw the attention of RAG to the UN General Assembly Resolution 59/2 (§11) inviting RNSS and augmentation providers to consider establishing an International Committee on GNSS (ICG) in order to maximize the benefits of the use and applications of GNSS to support sustainable development. The aim of the Committee is to facilitate the exchange of information among users and providers of GNSS services with the view to promoting GNSS applications on a global basis, without prejudice to the roles and functions of GNSS service providers and intergovernmental bodies, such as the ITU. The ICG will be established on its first meeting on 1-2 December 2005 in Vienna, Austria. The OOSA may also act as an organizer and focal point for specific meetings and activities of the ICG. BR is expecting to continue supporting the ICG as an observer.

Useful liaison activities have continued with many other entities, including those of an international and regional nature. This has been particularly the case with groups undergoing preparatory studies for RRC-06 and WRC-07.

4
Preparations for RA-07 and WRC-07 and other related issues (agenda item 5)

Under this agenda item, RAG is expected to address the preparatory work for WRC-07, in the light of the experiences with WRC-03 and the relevant PP-02 instructions in this respect, formulated in Resolution 80 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002): "to study, with advice from the Radiocommunication Advisory Group, ways of improving the preparations for, and the structure and organization of, world radiocommunication conferences, for consideration by WRC". 

Work is ongoing in the various ITU-R groups in preparation for the second meeting of the CPM (CPM-07), which has been scheduled for the period 5–16 March 2007, with a deadline for submission of inputs for the draft CPM Report established for 15 September 2006.

BR staff has been participating in regional preparatory meetings for WRC-07, especially in CEPT-PT. The Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) organized the ABU Preparatory Seminar on WRC‑07 in Kuala Lumpur, 9-11 June 2005, with the purpose to discuss the issues on the agenda of WRC-07 of particular interest to broadcasters. The seminar programme included sessions on the following topics: the WRC-07 process; HF broadcasting and 4-10 MHz issues; broadcasting-satellite service and other satellite issues; sharing issues impacting TV services; agenda for WRC‑10; results of RRC-04 and planning at RRC-06.

It is foreseen that BR will organize regional information meetings in the 2006-2007 period regarding WRC preparations.

5
Preparations for RRC-06 and other related issues (agenda item 6)

This issue is covered in Document RAG05-1/4.

6
ITU-R strategic, operational and financial planning (agenda item 7)

Council 2005 adopted Decision 527 on the establishment of a Working Group for the elaboration of the draft Strategic Plan and the draft Financial Plan, 2008-2011, chaired by Ms. Beau, France, for consideration by Council 2006. RAG was invited to provide all contributions and all necessary assistance to the WG. 

A separate document dealing with this issue is presented to RAG for consideration.

6.1
Outline of the draft Strategic Plan for 2008-2011 (agenda item 7.1)

This issue is covered in a separate document.

6.2 Outline of the draft Financial Plan for 2008-2011 (agenda item 7.2)

As for § 6.1, this issue is covered in a separate document.

6.3
Draft Operational Plan for 2006-2009 (agenda item 7.3)

PP-02 introduced a rather structured approach to operational planning, which entered into force on 1 January 2004, and which calls for preparation, on annual basis, of a rolling four-year operational plan that covers the subsequent year and the following three-year period, and which also includes financial implications of activities to be undertaken by the Bureau in support of the ITU-R Sector as a whole (CV181A, as modified by PP-02). Such a four-year operational plan is to be reviewed by the RAG, and subsequently submitted to the Council for further review and approval on an annual basis.

The revised Operational Plan for period 2005-2008 was submitted to the 2005 session to the Council, which considered and approved it (see Resolution 1239).

The draft Operational Plan for the period 2006-2009 is available at 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/information/plans/index.html for consideration of the RAG. This plan is structured in a result-based way so as to ensure a complete linkage with the budget and other financial tools of the Union. It also addresses the strategic aspects of the ITU-R and provides appropriate linkage with the strategic plan of the ITU.

____________________







� 	Sector Abbreviations and defiNitions for a teleCommunications tHesaurus Oriented database (on- line and CD-ROM).


� 	§ 7.1.1 of Administrative Circular CA/145.
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