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	A suggested approach for selecting Radiocommunication Sector observers to Council 2005


1.
The 2004 session of Council approved the recommendation of the Resolution 109 Working Group that each Sector nominate three Sector Members to represent the Sector as Observers to Council 2005.  This is a provisional measure that will be studied further by the Working Group and at future Council sessions.  In light of the provisional nature of this activity, and the timing of the meetings of the RAG relative to the Council, we suggest that this RAG undertake to adopt a simple approach for selecting Sector Member Observers representing the Radiocommunication Sector (SMO-R) for nomination to Council 2005 and that RAG implement this proposed approach immediately at this session of the RAG.

2.
RAG should consider the following minimal criteria to qualify applicants for nomination as SMO-Rs:

· Agreement to attend Council 2005 session in its entirety; 

· Agreement to attend Council 2005 at its own expense; 

· Agreement to produce a written report to be submitted to the administration sponsoring that Sector Member within thirty days of the conclusion of the Council 2005 session; 

· Submission of a statement agreeing to the above conditions and including a description of the contributions of the Sector Member to the Sector (see Annex, containing Annex A to Decision 519) and the name and relevant information of the anticipated Sector Member Observer (to facilitate registration of that individual); and

· The Sector Member’s organization has not been nominated to be a Sector Member Observer to Council by another Advisory Group. 

3.
Early in this session of RAG, the Chairman should collect statements of interest in participating as SMO-Rs to Council 2005.  If the Chairman receives up to three qualified applicants, the names of those applicants shall be conveyed to the Director, BR for nomination to the Council as Observers representing the Radiocommunication Sector.  

4.
In the event that there are more than three qualified applicants, then the RAG Chairman should, after consulting with the RAG Vice-Chairmen, select three representatives based on the factors listed in Annex A to Council Decision 519 (attached):  geographic distribution, contributions to the Union, categories of Sector Members, and commercial affiliation, and also take into account known key issues before Council that could affect Radiocommunication Sector Members as well as whether or not the same Sector Member is being nominated from another Advisory Group.  In assessing the applications, the RAG Chairman should strive to achieve a balance among these factors, to the extent possible.  In no case should a single Sector Member have more than one representative nominated.

5.
During the RAG meeting, the Chairman may convene an ad hoc group, to include the Vice-Chairmen, to help the Chairman select from the qualified applicants.  This ad hoc group should be limited to a single meeting.  

6.
In the event that this RAG session identifies fewer than three qualified applicants, then the Chairman may seek additional applicants by a Circular Letter immediately following the RAG meeting.  The remaining positions for SMO-Rs would be selected by lottery among qualified applicants applying by the deadline.  However, no Sector Member may have more than one position.

7.
In order to afford nominated Sector Member Observers adequate time to make plans relative to their attendance at the 2005 Council session, and to inform the other Advisory Groups of their nomination, RAG should also recommend that the Director formally convey relevant information about the nominated SMO-Rs to the Secretary-General on a timely basis.

Annex

Annex

DECISION 519 (Council 2004)

Extension of the Mandate of the Working Group on Observers
and the Implementation of the Admission on a Provisional Basis of Observers Representing Sector Members to Council 2005

ANNEX A

1.
Each Sector Advisory Group, through consultations and taking into account conscious d) above, nominates up to three Sector Members to attend Council as observers representing the Sector Members of that Sector. 

2.
A facility at ITU headquarters shall be provided for all nominated Sector Member observers should it not be possible for all of them to be seated in the Council meeting room. This facility shall have a live one-way audio feed to the meeting.

3.
The name of each nominated Sector Member observer shall be formally communicated to the Secretary-General by the Bureau Directors, with sufficient prior notice to facilitate the registration of these individuals.

4.
At Council 2005 and 2006 sessions, no contributions, either written or oral, shall be permitted by the observers representing Sector Members in Council meetings, its committees or working groups, or in any groups created by them.

5.
These observers representing Sector Members shall attend Council meetings at their own expense and only one individual from the designated Sector Member may be admitted. This function is not to add to the cost of each Sector or to be factored into its budgetary appropriation or operational plan.

6.
Each Sector’s nomination of Sector Member observers should take into account the following factors: geographic distribution, Sector Member contributions to the Union, categories of Sector Members and commercial affiliation.

_______________________










M:\BRTSD\ADMIN\RAG04\021E.doc
12.11.04
12.11.04
M:\BRTSD\ADMIN\RAG04\021E.doc
12.11.04
12.11.04

