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Introduction

At the RA-03, there was a proposal to merge Study Groups including a possible merger of Study Groups 8 and 9.  The decision of the RA-03 was to maintain the present structure while requesting the chairmen of concerned Study Groups to present their views to the next RAG meeting.

Views and comments were invited on the following issues, with focus on advantages and disadvantages of these structural changes as well as the pros and cons for these changes:

(1)
To merge Study Group 8 and Study Group 9 to create a single group for terrestrial services.

(2)
To move Working Party 8D to Study Group 4 if and when Study Groups 8 and 9 are merged into a single group.

In response to this request from the RAG, the Working Parties of Study Group 8 were tasked to consider these issues and to report to the next Study Group 8 meeting, which was held in December 2003.

Considerations by Study Group 8

Two Working Parties responded in a very general way, (WP 8A and 8F (land mobile, amateur and IMT-2000)), not indicating any view on the matter.  The two other Working Parties 8B (maritime, aeronautical and radiodetermination) and WP 8D (satellite applications of SG-8 services) provided a more detailed answer. These answers were discussed within SG 8. However SG 8 did not arrive to any conclusion on the issue, and requested its chairman to present a summary of the views expressed by its Working Parties to the RAG meeting.

WP 8B welcomes and supports any approach to improve the efficiency of the work of ITU-R and recognizes the possible financial impact of merging ITU-R Study Groups. In studying the possible merger a thorough assessment of the impacts is a necessity. Also the continuity of the activities in the different groups needs to be ensured.

Regarding the radiocommunication services given to the responsibility of WP 8B, no real overlap is seen with the services under consideration in ITU-R SG 9. The attribution of all activities regarding the aeronautical, maritime and radiodetermination services to WP 8B is considered very efficient and beneficial for the interested administrations and it provides a single focus point for international organizations like IMO and ICAO.

Noting the above, WP 8B believes that its scope should remain unchanged.

The views of WP 8D may be summarized according to the lines advantages and disadvantages. WP 8D concluded that the situation is still premature to make a decision on merger of Study Groups 8 and 9, and in particular for possibility of moving WP 8D to SG 4.  Nevertheless, it was pointed out that continuation of the discussion is meaningful.  The following presents a summary of various views presented on this issue.

· The need for a merger of Study Groups 8 and 9 is unclear.  ITU-R has been properly coping with various changes since CCIR.  Properties of Fixed and Mobile Services are quite different.  Careful deliberation is required.

· There is close relation between MSS and terrestrial services mainly for sharing issues.  It is necessary to deal with the terrestrial and satellite components of IMT-2000 within a single Study Group.  It is thus not productive to move WP 8D to SG 4.  Since both Study Groups 8 and 9 are developing a large number of Recommendations, there are only disadvantages for the merger of Study Groups 8 and 9.

· In connection with the above two views, it was further pointed out that there would be impacts on other Working Parties, if WP 8D is moved to SG4.  Consideration of these issues is difficult because other circumstances are still unclear.

· It is premature to consider this issue because the structural change of Study Groups 8 and 9 is still unknown.  There are two issues before Working Party 8D; a) a merger of Study Groups 8 and 9, and b) to which SG WP 8D should be associated.  The second question can only be considered once the picture of the new Study Group is decided after the possible merger.

· The issue of restructuring has been continuously considered since Plenipotentiary Conference in 1994.

· There is no benefit in postponing this discussion.  It is important to continue the consideration of this issue, taking into account expressed views that there is some merit to merge Study Groups 8 and 9 in the view of the convergence of the fixed and mobile services.

· It is possible to continue the discussion even under such uncertainty.  The discussion based on the broader philosophy is useful.  It should be considered whether the studies can be conducted efficiently and can cope with technology development.  It is necessary to pay attention to various aspects such as technology change and convergence as well as digitalisation.  Small countries have difficulties to participate in numerous Groups, thus merging could be beneficial to them.  Exchange of information is always useful and this effort should be continued.
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