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1
Oral reports by the Chairmen of Committees 3, 6 and 7

1.1
The Chairman of Committee 3 (budget) stressed that it was important to take into account the financial implications of the conference’s decisions. He recalled that decisions having financial consequences would be submitted to the Council, which would consider them in the light of the Financial Plan and Biennial Budget for the period 2004‑2005. He also drew the meeting’s attention to the financial responsibility of conferences, which was covered in a paragraph of the Strategic Plan. At the same time, he was pleased to announce that the conference was able to make some savings, particularly in the area of document reproduction, amounting to approximately CHF 340 000. 

1.2
The delegate of Saudi Arabia, speaking on behalf of the Arab Group, said that Committee 3 was not the only body concerned with budgetary matters, and recalled the Council’s competence in that regard. Committee 3 should not adopt positions that went beyond its terms of reference, particularly in regard to decisions relating to developing countries. The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran supported the comments of the previous speaker, and stated that developing countries were not willing to make compromises on key issues such as the matter of No. 9.35, for budgetary reasons.

1.3
The Chairman said that Committee 3 was acting within its terms of reference, and that a list would be prepared of decisions by the conference having a financial impact.

1.4
The Chairman of Committee 6 (Appendices 30, 30A and 30B) said that the Committee had held 25 meetings and had taken decisions on almost all proposals concerning the agenda items assigned to it. About 90% of the difficulties associated with the contentious §§ 4.1.10, 4.1.18, 4.1.20 and the grouping concept had been resolved. Consideration had been completed with regard to a proposal by several developing countries to update Appendix 30B to take account of technological advances since 1985. The changes would make it easier for many administrations, including developing countries, to establish systems, especially subregional systems. In that context he particularly thanked the Administrations of Luxembourg and Sweden for their spirit of collaboration. The question of the 45 cm antenna remained contentious. Finally, no agreement had been reached regarding extending the regulatory time-limit for certain satellite networks facing difficulties of implementation (not related to launch failure) and he indicated that the related text to be submitted to the Plenary Meeting might contain some square brackets.

1.5
The Chairman of Committee 7 (Future agendas and work programme) said that the Committee had completed its work on agenda item 1.21 on multimedia applications, and had drafted a new recommendation which had been accepted unopposed. With regard to agenda item 1.22 on IMT‑2000, the Committee had modified Resolution 228 (WRC‑2000) but the text still contained some square brackets and one delegate had made a reservation. With regard to agenda item 2, the Committee had approved revised Resolutions 27 and 28, but some points remained to be resolved regarding incorporation by reference. Some doubts remained in relation to agenda item 4 (review of resolutions and recommendations of previous conferences). Finally, with respect to agenda item 7.2, the Committee was working towards agreement on agenda items for the next WRC.

1.6
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic said that, in the context of agenda item 1.22, three proposals had been submitted by the Arab States, and he hoped that agreement would be reached on them.

1.7
The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran added that the study was supposed to cover the whole frequency band. Several delegations had expressed concern that, by referring to the portion of the band below 1 GHz, the outcome of study was being pre-empted.

1.8
The Chairman said that she hoped that the issue could be resolved.

2
Report by Committee 2 (Document 244)

2.1
The Chairman of Committee 2 (credentials) said that the working group that had been given the task of verifying the credentials and transfers of powers of delegations had presented its conclusions to Committee 2 on 23 June. As at that date, a total of 123 credentials had been examined, of which 115 had been found to be in good and proper form. Further clarifications were still needed for eight credentials, and one request for transfer of powers had been examined and found to be in good and proper form. Since the meeting on 23 June, six additional credentials had been received, and seven requests for clarification were in process. There were 16 Member States present at the conference which had not yet deposited their credentials. Committee 2 recommended to the Plenary that it authorize the Chairman of Committee 2 to verify any credentials and transfers of powers received after Document 244 was approved, and to present its conclusions at a later time, so that the Member States concerned might sign the final acts and, if applicable, exercise their right to vote.

2.2
Referring to the Annex to Document 244, the delegate of Colombia was surprised to see his country listed with a footnote indicating that his delegation had been accredited subject to confirmation by any of the authorities mentioned under No. 325 or 326 of the Convention being received prior to signature of the final acts. He indicated that his Administration’s credentials had been deposited in the usual way and that Colombia’s diplomatic mission in Geneva had sent an explanatory note. The Chairman of Committee 2 indicated that clarifications provided by diplomatic missions served only to allow delegations to vote, but that in order for a delegation to sign the final acts it was necessary for the clarification to come directly from the government concerned. The Chairman invited the Colombian delegation to take up the matter with the Chairman and Secretary of Committee 2.

2.3
Following questions by the delegates of Singapore and Chad, and seeing that other delegations intended to take the floor to seek explanations in regard to the Annex to the document before the meeting, the Chairman requested that any countries with questions take them up directly with the Chairman and Secretary of Committee 2. She proposed that the Plenary adopt Document 244, subject to any additional information being provided to those countries that wished to receive explanations, and to authorize the Chairman of Committee 2 to continue verifying any credentials and transfers of powers received.

2.4
It was so agreed.

2.5
The Chairman of Committee 2 announced that, pursuant to the decision that had just been made, the credentials of Bulgaria, El Salvador, Guatemala, Madagascar and Singapore had been verified and found to be in good and proper form.

3
Oral report and first report from the Chairman of Committee 4 (Document 229)

3.1
The Chairman of Committee 4 (specified agenda items) said that his committee had held eight meetings, one of which had been wholly devoted to examining proposals concerning Resolutions 2 (WARC‑79) and 4 (Rev.Orb‑88). He noted that an ad hoc group had been set up to examine those questions in greater detail, and that he was chairing it. Overall, Committee 4 was 

moving ahead with its work even though there were a number of contentious points that had not yet been resolved. Among the items on which it was difficult to find a solution, No. 9.35 and items 1.7.1, 1.8.2, 1.23, 1.34 and 1.37 of the agenda were worthy of particular note. Nevertheless, he was optimistic and hoped that the committee could complete its work by the end of the week, as scheduled. In introducing Document 229 (“First report from the Chairman of Committee 4 to the Plenary”), he stressed that, after examining issues relating to bands below 3 GHz pursuant to item 1.37 of the agenda, Committee 4 had reached the conclusion that, with regard to the bands allocated to the mobile-satellite service, no change was required to the corresponding parts of Article 5 of the Radio Regulations. The Plenary was requested to approve that conclusion.

3.2
It was so agreed.

3.3
Document 229 was approved.

3.4
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic noted that, in approving Document 229, the Arab States did not commit themselves to accepting the use of non‑GSO below 1 GHz for broadcasting using HEO systems.

3.5
The delegate of Algeria said that a draft resolution was being prepared concerning HEO systems below 1 GHz, which, it was hoped, would resolve the problem.

4
Oral report and first report from the Chairman of Committee 5 (Document 237)

4.1
The Chairman of Committee 5 (specific agenda items) said that his committee had met eight times and had reached a compromise on a number of important points, particularly items 1.5 and 1.24 of the agenda. Item 1.15 concerning the radionavigation‑satellite service continued to give rise to major difficulties. In addition, after a compromise had been found with respect to item 1.24, the committee had decided to prepare a draft resolution aimed at encouraging ITU to carry out studies with a view to developing sharing measures between the radiolocation service and the fixed‑satellite service in the 13 GHz band, in order to assist small island States and developing countries in particular. As was indicated in Document 237, Committee 5 had reached the conclusion that no change was required to the Radio Regulations in connection with item 1.39 of the agenda. The Plenary was asked to approve that conclusion.

4.2
It was so agreed.

4.3
Document 237 was approved.

5
Third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B3) (Document 239)

5.1
The Chairman of Committee 4 noted that in his committee the Syrian Arab Republic had stated that it wished to make a declaration with respect to Annex 42 and had reserved its position with respect to Resolution 517 (Rev.WRC‑97) until such time as a new Resolution COM4/1 (WRC‑03) had been considered and changes to Resolution 517 (WRC‑97) had been approved. Resolution COM4/1 had not been approved by Committee 4, but had been by Working Group 4C. The proposed amendment to Resolution 517 (WRC‑97) was contained in Document 239. Lastly, Committee 4 had agreed not to make any change to Article 52 in connection with item 1.9 of the agenda.

5.2
The Chairman proposed that the Plenary approve the recommendation by Committee 4 to the effect that no change be made to Article 52 in connection with item 1.9 of the agenda.

5.3
It was so agreed.

5.4
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic, speaking on behalf of the Arab countries, recalled that at the 1975 Radio Conference, administrations wishing to be listed in the high frequency (HF) band allocation plan for the broadcasting service had sometimes been obliged to accept interference within their territories. Resolution 517 (Rev.WRC‑97) had sought to establish that, if it was possible to guarantee that there would be less interference by digital systems than by analogue systems, the utilization of digital systems would be deemed to satisfy the conditions of the 1975 Agreement. It would be unacceptable, however, that by virtue of the application of a rule of procedure established by RRB, administrations that benefited from old allocations, and hence received an advantage in 1975, could also enjoy the benefits of the rule in question. Any agreement with respect to digital sound broadcasting systems in the HF bands had to be established by a competent conference, and nothing in that regard could be done through the application of rules of procedure.

5.5
The declaration by the delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic was noted.

5.6
The Chairman invited participants to examine the texts presented by Committee 4 (Documents 199 and 222) and Committee 5 (Documents 207 and 209), as contained in Document 239.

MOD Appendix 42; MOD Resolution 517 (Rev.WRC-97) and SUP Annex; Article 33 (ADD 33.31A); Article 5 (MOD 5 000-5 010 MHz, 5 010-5 030 MHz, MOD 5 030-5 150 MHz, SUP 5.443A, MOD 5.443B)

5.7
Approved.
ADD Resolution [COM5/1] (WRC-03)

5.8
The delegate of Mexico proposed that in resolves 2, the expression “over the whole sky” be replaced with “over the whole of space”.

5.9
The Chairman indicated that the proposed text had been discussed in Committee 4, and noted that the delegate of Mexico did not insist on pursuing his proposal.

5.10
Resolution [COM5/1] (WRC‑03) was approved.

5.11
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic said that the protection criteria applicable to the radio astronomy service in Recommendation ITU‑R RA.769 were unrealistic, as he had had occasion to comment when that Recommendation had been reviewed.

Appendix 4 (Annex 2A - MOD § A.17 a), ADD § A.17 aa), ADD § A.17bis)); SUP Resolution 604 (WRC-2000); Article 5 (MOD 7 075-7 250 MHz, MOD 5.460); Article 21 (MOD Table 21-2, MOD Table 21-3); Article 5 (MOD 25.5-27 GHz, MOD 5.536A, ADD 5.BE01); Article 21 (MOD Table 21-4); Article 5 (MOD 35.5-36 GHz, SUP 5.551A, ADD 5.BE02); ADD Resolution [COM5/3] (WRC-03); SUP Resolution 730 (WRC-2000); Article 20 (MOD Title, MOD Title Section I, MOD 20.1, MOD Title Section II, MOD 20.15, MOD 20.16, MOD 20.17); Article 5 (MOD 5.487A (French only)); Appendix 7 (Annex 6 - MOD Figure 10, MOD Figure 11); MOD Resolution 74 (WRC-2000); Article 28 (MOD 28.13); Article 31 (MOD 31.9); Article 51 (MOD 51.17, MOD 51.18, MOD 51.28, MOD 51.29, MOD 51.46, MOD 51.47, MOD 51.51, MOD 51.52); Article 52 (MOD 52.7, MOD 52.8, MOD 52.46, MOD 52.47, MOD 52.50, SUP 52.98, MOD 52.99, MOD 52.100, 

MOD 52.124, MOD 52.125, MOD 52.126, MOD 52.136, MOD 52.139, MOD 52.140, MOD 52.164, MOD 52.181, MOD 52.182, MOD 52.183, MOD 52.184, MOD 52.197, MOD 52.198, MOD 52.199, MOD 52.202, MOD 52.217, SUP 52.255); Appendix 2 (MOD Note2, MOD Note4, MOD Note19); Appendix 17 (MOD Part B, Section I, § 6); Appendix 13 (MOD Part A2, Section II, § 15 and Section III, § 19)

5.12
Approved, with the addition of Malaysia to the list of countries shown in footnote ADD 5.BE01, at the request of the delegate of Malaysia.

Appendix 15 (MOD Table 15‑1)

5.13
The Chairman of Committee 4 proposed that, in view of the deletion of the words “after full implementation of the GMDSS”, the words “The frequency 490 kHz will be used exclusively” be replaced with the words “The frequency 490 kHz is used exclusively”. 

5.14
With that amendment, MOD Table 15‑1 was approved.

Article 33 (MOD 33.45)

5.15
The member of RRB proposed that, for the sake of consistency, the same correction be made in Article 33 as had been made in the amended sentence in Table 15‑1, i.e. that the words “may be used” be replaced with “is used”. 

5.16
The Chairman of Committee 4 said that, although he did not see the reason for the proposal, he did not oppose it. The delegate of the United Kingdom, in the light of No. 33.43, felt that the words “may be used” should be retained. The representative of the International Maritime Organization felt that, with reference to Appendix 15, it would be better to say “The frequency at 490 kHz is used”, and noted that several stations used that frequency.

5.17
It was agreed to retain the words “may be used”.

5.18
MOD 33.45 was approved.

Appendix 25 (MOD 25/2.4, MOD Table of allotments added to the Plan adopted by WARC‑74); Appendix 27 (MOD 27/17, SUP 27/29)

5.19
Approved.

5.20
Subject to the above amendments, the third series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B3) (Document 239), as a whole, was approved on first reading.

6
Fourth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee for first reading (B4) (Document 240)

6.1
The Chairman invited the participants to examine the texts produced by Committee 5 (Document 225), Committee 7 (Document 227) and Committee 4 (Document 228) as contained in Document 240.

Article 5 (MOD 2 900‑3 100 MHz, ADD 5.BA01, MOD 5 250‑5 350 MHz)

6.2
Approved.

Article 5 (ADD 5.BD01)

6.3
The delegate of the Republic of Korea requested time to consider whether or not the name of his country should be retained in the footnote. He suggested that, pending consideration, the name of his country should appear in square brackets.

6.4
On that understanding, ADD 5.BD01 was approved.

Article 5 (SUP 5.551AA, MOD 37.5‑40 GHz, MOD 41‑42.5 GHz); Article 21 (MOD Table 21‑4, SUP Notes16 21.16.11 ‑ Note18 21.16.13, ADD Note19 21.16.14); SUP Resolution 84 (WRC‑2000)

6.5
Approved.

MOD Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC‑2000)

6.6
The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that it was not clear, in resolves 2, what was meant by keeping incorporation by reference “to the appropriate level”. He suggested that the provision should be amended to read “… such incorporation shall be made by applying the following criteria …”.

6.7
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic recalled that the Arab proposal had been to minimize use of incorporation by reference. The wording of the provision represented a compromise text. In fact, “appropriate level” meant “minimum number”. The amendment suggested by the delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran would fail to reflect that idea.

6.8
The representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that he could accept the wording as it stood, provided that the conference accepted the understanding given by the delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic.

6.9
The representative of Australia suggested that resolves 2 should be amended to read “… such incorporation shall be kept to a minimum and made by applying the following criteria …”.

6.10
It was so agreed.

6.11
The representative of France pointed out that the wording of resolves 3 should be aligned with the amended title of Annex 3 to Resolution 27. The Chairman confirmed that the necessary amendment would be made editorially.

6.12
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic said that, while the meaning of instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau 2 was clear, using the word “recommendations” twice ‑ with and without an initial capital ‑ might create ambiguity, particularly when the text was translated into Arabic. Perhaps it would be preferable to refer to “solutions” as distinct from “ITU‑R Recommendations”. He suggested that it be left to the Editorial Committee to resolve the matter.

6.13
It was so agreed.

6.14
On that understanding, MOD Resolution 27, as amended, was approved.

6.15
The representative of BR drew attention to agenda item 3, according to which the Conference was to consider such consequential changes and amendments to the Radio Regulations as might be necessitated by the decisions of the Conference. The Conference had just approved Resolution 27 but there were several references in the Radio Regulations to previous versions of that Resolution. The Conference might authorize the Bureau to update those references.

6.16
The Chairman suggested that the Conference should authorize the Radiocommunication Bureau to make the consequential changes to the Radio Regulations subsequent to the approval of Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC‑03).

6.17
It was so agreed.

6.18
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic, referring to invites administrations ii), said that referring to “the most recent version” of Recommendations of a non‑mandatory character should always be done on the basis of proposals by administrations, and must not be done editorially. His approval of Resolution 27 was subject to that understanding.

6.19
That comment was noted.

6.20
The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that, in Committee 4, examples had been given showing that the most recent version of a Recommendation might not necessarily be the most appropriate. He therefore suggested that the words “as appropriate” might be added to invites administrations ii).

6.21
The Chairman invited the chairmen of committees to bear that point in mind when considering references to non-mandatory Recommendations. Resolution 27 had nevertheless already been discussed and approved, and she would prefer not to start editing the text now in plenary. Once a Recommendation had been revised, the revised version was considered to be the only version.

MOD Resolution 28 (Rev.WRC-2000)

6.22
Approved.

MOD Resolution 5 (Rev.WRC-2000)

6.23
The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran, referring to aware a), suggested that the term “the Gulf Area” should be replaced by “Zone C as defined in the Final Acts of the GE89 Regional Radiocommunication Conference”.

6.24
It was so agreed.

MOD Resolution 7 (WARC‑79); MOD Resolution 15 (WARC‑79); MOD Resolution 20 (Rev.WRC‑2000); MOD Resolution 703 (Rev.WARC‑92); MOD Recommendation 100 (Rev.WRC‑95); SUP Resolution 78 (WRC‑2000)

6.25
Approved.

NOC Articles 15 and 22 with respect to conference agenda item 1.29

6.26
The Chairman of Committee 4 said that Committee 4 proposed that there should be no change to Articles 15 and 22 with respect to agenda item 1.29, as indicated in Document 228.

6.27
It was so agreed.

6.28
The Chairman of the Editorial Committee said that provisions that were not changed would not be reproduced in blue documents. The information would, however, be transmitted to the secretariat to be taken into account in preparing the final acts of the Conference.

Article 52 (MOD 52.221A); ADD Resolution [COM4/3] (WRC‑03); Appendix 17 (MOD Part A, SUP Part B, Section I, § 8)

6.29
Approved, subject to alignment of the French version of MOD Appendix 17 with the English version by deleting the reference to Note i).
ADD Resolution [COM4/2] (WRC‑03)

6.30
The Chairman of Committee 4, referring to noting a), suggested that the square brackets should remain in the text until the fate of Resolution 347 (WRC‑97) had been decided.

6.31
The Chairman said that the matter would be dealt with editorially, depending on the decision taken by Committee 4 on Resolution 347. She suggested that the Conference should approve the text as it stood, on that understanding.

6.32
It was so agreed.

MOD Resolution 207 (Rev.WRC‑2000) and ADD Annex

6.33
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic, referring to considering j), suggested that the year of the present conference should be specified, to avoid confusion at subsequent conferences. The Chairman said that the matter would be dealt with by the Editorial Committee.

6.34
On that understanding, MOD Resolution 207 was approved, along with its new annex.

Appendix 11 (MOD Title, MOD § 1.1, MOD § 2.6, MOD § 3.2, ADD Part C); MOD Recommendation 517 (HFBC-87); SUP Resolution 29 (WRC‑97); MOD Resolution 21 (Rev.WRC‑95)

6.35
Approved.

6.36
Subject to the Republic of Korea’s decision regarding its inclusion in ADD 5.BD01 and to the reference to Resolution 347 in Resolution [COM4/2], the fourth series of texts submitted by the Editorial Committee (B4) (Document 240), as a whole, as amended, was approved on first reading.

7
Documents to be noted by the Plenary (Documents 198 and 224)

7.1
The Chairman drew attention to Documents 198 and 224, which dealt with the texts of Recommendations ITU-R M.1643 and F.1613 respectively, which the conference might decide to incorporate by reference, The documents had been submitted by the Chairman of Committee 5.

7.2
The delegate of France said that, according to Documents 198 and 224, the texts of the ITU‑R Recommendations concerned were available for consultation at the conference secretariat. According to Annex 3 to Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC‑2000), however, a “single copy of the texts shall be made available to each administration as a conference document”.

7.3
The representative of BR said that the two recommendations concerned were available on the ITU website. In the interests of economy, they had not been reproduced as documents, in line with the procedure followed at WRC‑2000.

7.4
The delegate of France said that the texts on the website were for sale and stressed that all delegations should have access to conference documents.

7.5
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic supported the delegate of France. There should be one paper copy of each of the texts, as a conference document, per delegation. It was important to know exactly what was being proposed for incorporation by reference.

7.6
The Chairman said that the matter would be looked into and invited the delegates to contact the Bureau for further information.

7.7
Documents 198 and 224 were noted.
The meeting rose at 1045 hours.

The Secretary:
The Chairman:
Y. UTSUMI
V. RAWAT
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