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The following revision of Article 19 of the Radio Regulations, draft new Resolution on MMSI and draft revision of Resolution 344 (WRC-97) are proposed for consideration by Committee 4.





A. ASHMAN




Chairman, Working Group 4C, Box 139

ARTICLE  19
Identification of stations

ADD
19.31A

4)
Means shall be provided for uniquely identifying mobile stations operating in automated terrestrial or satellite communication systems for the purposes of answering distress calls, avoiding interference and for billing. Identification of the mobile station by accessing a registration database is satisfactory, provided that the system can associate the mobile station calling number with the particular mobile station user.
MOD
19.35
§ 16
The Secretary‑General shall be responsible for allocating additional maritime identification digits (MIDs) to administrations within the limits specified, provided that it is ascertained that the possibilities offered by the MIDs allocated to an administration will soon be exhausted despite judicious ship station identity assignment as outlined in Section VI.

SUP

_______________


MOD


19.36
§ 17
Each administration has been allocated one or more maritime identification digits (MID) for its use. A second or subsequent MID should not be requested2 unless the previously allocated MID is more than 80% exhausted in the basic category of three trailing zeros and the rate of assignments is such that 90% exhaustion is foreseen.
ADD


_______________

2 
19.36.1
In no circumstances may an administration claim more MIDs than the total number of its ship stations notified to ITU divided by 1 000, plus one. Administrations shall make every attempt to reuse the MMSIs assigned from earlier MID resources, which become redundant after ships leave their national ship registry. Such numbers should be considered for reassignment after being absent from at least two successive editions of List VIIA of the ITU service publications. Administrations seeking additional MID resources must meet the criteria of having notified all previous assignments, in accordance with No. 20.16. This criteria applies only to MMSIs in the basic category and to all MIDs assigned to the administration.

MOD


19.101

2)
These identities are formed in such a way that the identity or part thereof can be used by telephone and telex subscribers connected to the public telecommunications network principally to call ships automatically in the shore‑to‑ship direction. Access to public networks may also be achieved by means of free form numbering plans, so long as the ship can be uniquely identified using the systems registration database (see No. 19.31A) to obtain the ship station identity, call sign or ship name and nationality.
ADD
19.108A
§ 41
The maritime identification digits M1I2D3 are an integral part of the maritime mobile service identity and denote the geographical area of the administration responsible for the station so identified (see Nos. 19.102 to 19.106).

SUP
19.109
§ 42

MOD

19.112
a)
follow the guidelines contained in the most recent version of Recommendation ITU‑R M.585 concerning the assignment and use of ship station identities;

MOD

19.114
c)
take particular care in assigning ship station identities with six significant digits (i.e. having three‑trailing‑zero identities), which should be assigned only to ship stations which can reasonably be expected to require such an identity for automatic access on a world‑wide basis to public switched networks, in particular for mobile-satellite systems accepted for use in the GMDSS on or before 1 February 2002, as long as those systems maintain the MMSI as part of their numbering scheme.
SUP
d)

19.115

SUP
19.116
e)

DRAFT  RESOLUTION  [COM4/4]  (WRC-03)
Maritime mobile service identities (MMSI) for equipment 
other than shipborne mobile equipment

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

noting

a)
that there is a need to assign MMSIs for Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) on search and rescue aircraft and aids to navigation in accordance with Recommendation ITU‑R M.1371;

b)
that administrations are required to notify ITU of ship and coast station MMSI assignments, in accordance with Nos. 19.99 and 20.16;

c)
that ITU provides data of all notified ships in the MARS database;

d)
that AIS equipment uses the MMSI for its identification;

e)
that AIS equipment may be a valuable tool for use by search and rescue (SAR) aircraft,

noting further

a)
that Recommendation ITU-R M.585 and the Radio Regulations do not address the assignment and use of MMSIs for SAR aircraft and aids to navigation;

b)
that MMSIs used for AIS on SAR aircraft should be entirely different from MMSIs assigned to ships or coast stations;

c)
that a unique format for SAR aircraft is required to ensure compatibility with AIS;

d)
that administrations assigning an MMSI to SAR aircraft should notify ITU of this assignment so that it can be considered for inclusion in the MARS database,

considering

a)
that some administrations have a present national requirement to operate AIS equipment on board SAR aircraft;

b)
that with respect to using AIS on SAR aircraft, there is a need to develop a provision for a standard formant of the identification number,

resolves to invite the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau

to review the MMSI operational and procedural requirements and to develop an appropriate format which cannot be confused with the format used for ships and coast stations,

further resolves

in the light of results of the studies referred to in resolves to invite ITU‑R above, to invite [WRC‑07/a future competent radiocommunication conference] to consider necessary changes to the Radio Regulations to allow MMSIs for use on SAR aircraft,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

to consider the possibility of making provision in the MARS database for the registration of MMSIs used on SAR aircraft; without changing either the database format or the content of the paper publications,
invites administrations

to notify BR of MMSI assignments to SAR aircraft,

instructs the Secretary-General

to communicate this Resolution to the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the International Organization of Lighthouse Authorities (IALA).

MOD
RESOLUTION  344  (Rev.WRC-03)

Management of the maritime mobile service identity numbering resource

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

noting


a)
that the installation of digital selective calling equipment or Inmarsat B, C or M ship earth station equipment on ships participating in the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) on a mandatory or voluntary basis requires the assignment of a unique nine‑digit maritime mobile service identity (MMSI);

b)
that such equipment offers the possibility to connect with public telecommunication networks;


c)
that only mobile-satellite systems have been able to resolve the various billing, routing, charging and signalling requirements needed to provide full two-way automatic connectivity between ships and the international public correspondence service;

d)
that ships using the present generation of mobile-satellite ship earth stations have to be assigned an MMSI ending with three trailing zeros in order to support automatic access to public telecommunication networks through a diallable ship telephone number whose format is compliant with ITU‑T Recommendation E.164 but can only accommodate the first six digits of the MMSI;

e)
that the first three digits of a ship station MMSI form the maritime identification digits (MID), which denote the ship’s administration or geographical area of origin;

f)
that each MID only has sufficient capacity to identify 999 ships using the three-trailing-zero number format, with the result that widespread use of MMSIs with three trailing zeros rapidly exhausts the capacity of each MID,

considering

a)
that digital selective calling distress alerts require valid identities recognizable by search and rescue authorities in order to ensure a timely response;

b)
that Recommendation ITU-R M.585 contains guidance for the assignment of MMSIs, 

recognizing

a)
that even domestic ships which install the present generation of ship earth stations operating to Inmarsat B, C or M standards will require the assignment of MMSI numbers from those numbers originally intended for ships communicating worldwide, further depleting the resource; 

b)
that future growth of Inmarsat B, C or M ship earth station use by non‑compulsory ships may further deplete the MMSI and MID resources;

c)
that future generations of mobile-satellite systems offering access to public telecommunication networks and participating in the GMDSS will employ a free-form numbering system that need not include any part of the MMSI,

noting further

a)
that ITU-T has recommended that ITU-R assume sole responsibility for managing the MMSI and MID numbering resources;

b)
that ITU-R can monitor the status of the MMSI resource, through regular reviews of the spare capacity available within the MIDs already in use, and the availability of spare MIDs, taking account of regional variations,

resolves to instruct the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

1
to manage the allotment and distribution of the MID resource within the MMSI numbering format, taking into account:

–
Sections II, V and VI of Article 19;

–
regional variations in MMSI use;

–
spare capacity within the MID resource; and 

–
the guidelines on MID and MMSI management contained in the most recent version of Recommendation ITU-R M.585, in particular as regards the reuse of MMSIs;

2
to report to each world radiocommunication conference on the use and status of the MMSI resource, noting in particular the anticipated reserve capacity and any indications of rapid exhaustion of the resource,

invites ITU-R

to keep under review the Recommendations for assigning MMSIs, with a view to:

–
improving the management of the MID and MMSI resources; and

–
identifying alternative resources if there is an indication of rapid exhaustion of these resources,


instructs the Secretary-General

to communicate this Resolution to the International Maritime Organization.

__________
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