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The Administration of the United Arab Emirates has submitted a request to the Radiocommunication Bureau concerning the regulatory time‑limit for the EMARSAT satellite networks. The regulatory time-limit expired on 16 November 2002 for the satellite networks systems (namely EMARSAT‑1A, EMARSAT‑1B, EMARSAT‑1C and EMARSAT‑1D). However, we have received advice from the Radiocommunication Bureau that these regulatory dates could not be extended but sought a review of that decision by the RRB.

The RRB at its 27th meeting considered the request and supporting information provided by the Administration of the United Arab Emirates and recognized the extraordinary circumstances that restrict the ability of the Administration of the UAE to meet the requirements of No. 11.44 of the Radio Regulations. The Board concluded, however, that such requests would need to be considered by WRC‑03 and accordingly forwarded the case (refer to BR report to conference document, Addendum 4 to Document 4, paragraph 4.7) to the Conference for its consideration and decision.

The RRB in addition also decided to instruct the Bureau to continue to take into account EMARSAT-1A, EMARSAT-1B, EMARSAT-1C and EMARSAT-1D networks in its processing on a provisional basis following the expiry of the regulatory period and pending the decision of WRC‑03 on the matter.

Therefore, the Administration of the United Arab Emirates seeks the approval of the Conference for the extension of two years for these networks. 
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