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Annex: 1

EBU POSITION


Approval of draft new Recommendation [ITU-R doc. 6/324 Rev.1:
“Planning parameters” for digital sound broadcasting at frequencies below 30 MHz]
by the Radiocommunication Assembly
ABSTRACT

This document is related to Agenda item 1.2 of the ITU WRC-03 on the introduction of digital systems in the HF broadcasting bands. It explains the need to approve the draft new Recommendation [ITU-R doc. 6/324 Rev.1: “Planning parameters” for digital sound broadcasting at frequencies below 30 MHz].

When transmissions using digital modulation are implemented, the impact these will have on other transmissions needs to be determined. This is achieved by using the technical planning parameters in an agreed calculation process. ITU-R SG 6 has produced the necessary technical planning parameters in a DNR [ITU-R doc. 6/324 Rev.1: “Planning parameters” for digital sound broadcasting at frequencies below 30 MHz] which gives all technical information.

Different planning processes exist for the LF/MF and HF bands. Further the LF/MF bands are subject to different processes in different Regions of the world.

For the LF/MF bands, the RRB approved two new Rules of Procedure contained in Annex 2 to CCRR/20 for Regions 1 and 3 as follows:

“After consideration of the relevant ITU-R studies, the Board decided that any frequency assignment for AM broadcasting in the Plan may provisionally be used with digital modulation (transmission types DRM* A2 or B2), provided the radiation is reduced by at least 7 dB in all directions, compared to the radiation of the AM modulated frequency assignment in the Plan”. 

A new sentence was added at the end of each rule as follows: 

"This Rule of Procedure is of a provisional nature until such time that it is confirmed by a competent conference empowered to deal with the subject matter.”

The EBU supports this conclusion.

The situation in the HF bands is more straightforward. WRC-03 Agenda Item 1.2 deals with the revision of Resolutions, Recommendations and Articles to include digital modulation for HF broadcasting. It is anticipated that WRC-03 will provide the necessary information to allow the ITU‑BR to include digital modulation in the relevant calculation procedures required for the HF broadcasting bands. This information is contained in DNR [ITU-R doc. 6/324 Rev.1 "Planning parameters” for digital sound broadcasting at frequencies below 30 MHz] which was not adopted by correspondence due to the objection of one administration. 

Promotion of a new system is also a marketing issue. From a technical viewpoint, the only way to market a new system, such as digital modulation, would be to transmit these signals to demonstrate the advantages and features possible. Such transmissions using digital modulation should provide good quality reception and carry enhanced features (text etc. as well as audio) while not causing harmful interference to existing analogue transmissions.

For these reasons it is essential that this DNR [ITU-R doc. 6/324 Rev.1: “Planning parameters” for digital sound broadcasting at frequencies below 30 MHz] is approved during the present Radiocommunication Assembly in order to introduce digital modulation.

______

*
The DRM system is described in Recommendation ITU-R BS.1514-1.

_______________
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