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	Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)


	Circular Letter

6/LCCE/41*
	16 July 2004


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and Radiocommunication Sector Members 
participating in the work of Radiocommunication Study Group 6

Subject:
Questionnaire of a possible Recommendation on the 720P/50 system for production and studio applications
During its second meeting (27 April – 5 May 2004, Geneva), Working Party 6P appointed Mr. François Conway (CAN) as a Rapporteur to study and address the expressed interest for an ITU‑R Recommendation on 1 280 ( 720, 16 ( 9 progressively–captured image format for production and international programme exchange in the 50 Hz environment. The Rapporteur requested the Bureau to submit the attached letter with a Questionnaire and an Appendix by way of this Circular Letter. 
It is hoped the relevant information will be supplied to the Rapporteur at least four weeks prior to the next meeting of Working Party 6P to be held in Geneva 28 October to 2 November 2004. 

Responses should be sent to:


Mr. François Conway (CAN)

Tel: + 1 514 597 3853 

E-mail: francois_conway@radio-canada.ca

E-mail reflector: rwp6p-rg-3@itu.int 


Valery Timofeev


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annexes: 1 (available in electronic form only)
Distribution:

–
Administrations of Member States and Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of Radiocommunication Study Group 6

–
ITU-R Associates participating in the work of Radiocommunication Study Group 6

–
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Group 6

–
Secretary General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

ANNEX 1

(English only)

Letter to members of Study Group 6 from Rapporteur on a possible new Recommendation on a 720P/50 system for production and studio applications
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http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=R00-SG06-CIR-0041






* 	English only.


� 	Please see section 3 of the Letter of the Rapporteur with information on how to subscribe to the e-mail reflector
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Letter to members of Study Group 6 from Rapporteur on a possible new Recommendation on a 720P/50 system for production and studio applications


1
Introduction


At its last meeting (27 April - 5 May 2004) ITU-R Working Party 6P received a contribution (Doc. 6P/47) asking for recognition of the 720P/50 system in an ITU Recommendation for production and studio applications.


Due to the short time available, Working Party 6P was not in a position to fully evaluate such a proposal, which, incidentally, had limited support by participants.


To facilitate discussions and decisions at the next WP 6P meeting, it was decided (see Appendix 1) that a Rapporteur should be appointed to present the results of an investigation aimed to assess the suitability of including such a system in an ITU-R Recommendation.


Therefore, the following Questionnaire, included as Annex 1, which is sent to ITU-R Study Group 6 membership, addresses a number of questions of a technical and normative nature, developed in the framework of current ITU-R Resolutions (such as Resolutions 1, 4, 51 etc.), whose answer is considered to contribute to a final decision by Working Party 6P.


The Rapporteur has also envisaged the program of work shown in § 2 for the forthcoming period with a view to present the results of his investigation to Working Party 6P to provide its participants with the elements necessary to proceed further.


2
Program of work


The Questionnaire is intended, inter alia, to provide guidance to the Rapporteur on the following issues:


a)
suitability to proceed to recommend the proposed system at ITU level;


b)
clear identification of the application(s) covered by the proposed system;


c)
identification of other ITU-R recommended systems covering the same application(s)


d)
existence of an ITU-R Study Group 6 relevant Question, which could be answered by the proposed new Recommendation; 


e)
availability of sufficient support  and information on usage to the proposed system by ITU members;


f)
availability of sufficient technical information (including results of subjective tests) to describe the system at ITU level;


g)
compliance of the proposed draft new Recommendation with § 6.1.2 of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 particularly as regards item c) above.


It should be noted that in the absence of clear guidance by the meeting, a number of issues need to be fully clarified to allow the Rapporteur to submit any input to Working Party 6P for subsequent decisions, namely:


a)
is the proposed 720P/50 system to be considered as an HDTV system, an SDTV system or something else?


b)
is the proposed 720P/50 system aimed to cover emission or production applications or both? 


If the Rapporteur does not receive exhaustive information on the above issues, he may be unable to carry out his tasks and accordingly report to Working Party 6P.


However, in the case where the Rapporteur receives confirmation of sufficient support of the new proposed system for program production applications, he would be able to proceed along the following lines:


a)
preparation of a suitable Draft New Question (if needed), covering the applications targeted by the new proposed system;


b)
identification of the elements for a proposed Preliminary Draft New Recommendation addressed to answer the above Question;


c)
identification of issues requiring additional studies and contributions;


d)
identification of suitable procedures to include the new proposed system in an ITU-R Recommendation in compliance with Resolution ITU-R 1-4. 


If the Rapporteur receives confirmation that the new proposed system has limited support, he would report the situation asking for additional guidance.


These elements will be included in a report that the Rapporteur will submit to Working Party 6P at its next meeting.


3
Organizations and ITU members addressed by the Questionnaire


According to § 2.13 Resolution ITU-R 1-4, a Rapporteur has a certain freedom in contacting not only ITU members but also non-ITU bodies in collecting information needed to fulfil his task, since the output of his work is considered to reflect only his personal views. 


Nevertheless, when considering the timetable set up in the relevant Decision (see Appendix 1), the Rapporteur was not in a position to envisage any inquiry covering non-ITU bodies. In fact the limited period available to collect results in time to produce a document to the next meeting of Working Party 6P would have left out a significant number of relevant organizations.


For this reason, at present time, the Rapporteur has limited his survey to the ITU-R Study Group 6 official membership with the understanding that Working Party 6P at its next meeting may wish to instruct to suitably extend it also to non-ITU bodies.  


It is important to remember that in answering the questionnaire, the answers should reflect the overall views of the Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and not just the views of a company or individual.  


Finally, considering that there is less than 4 months left before the next meeting of Working Party 6P, the Rapporteur would appreciate receiving contributions as soon as possible. 


An e-mail reflector  <rwp6p-rg-3@itu.int>  has been set up for this work.  The participants are invited to use the reflector to exchange information, including completing the Questionnaire.

Please subscribe to the e-mail reflector by clicking in the "Ties Users" (second row of the "electronic facilities" part of the website) URL below": 


http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/study-groups/rsg6/rwp6p/index.asp 


If you have any problem please contact Mrs. Suzanne Blanc for help. Her e-mail address is: suzanne.blanc@itu.int

4
Conclusions


The Rapporteur wishes to encourage any interested party to contribute to the Questionnaire on the basis of its experience and planned activities, bearing in mind the peculiar role of the ITU in the broadcasting field. He also wishes to thank in advance all the organizations that will help him to fulfil his tasks.


Annex 1:
Questionnaire


Appendix 1:
Annex 6 to Doc. 6P/76 (Decision to appoint a Rapporteur).


Annex 1


Questionnaire


On a possible Recommendation on the 720P/50 system for 
production and studio applications


1
Introduction


A proposal submitted to ITU-R Working Party 6P (Doc. 6P/47) requests the inclusion of the 720P/50 system in an ITU-R Recommendation for production and studio applications. This proposal needs to be carefully evaluated particularly when considering the ITU-R role in setting broadcasting standards. In addition, two Recommendations, considered as milestones, namely BT.601 and BT.709, already specify single worldwide standards for television production, and they are currently widely used to cover present and near future applications in the field. 


Therefore, the following issues of a strategic, regulatory or formal nature should be answered before dealing with other issues of a more technical nature.


2
The Questionnaire


1.1
Are there some organizations which you are representing in the ITU-R Study Group 6, which are using the 720P/50 system? If so


1.1.1
For program production purposes?


1.1.2
For emission purposes?


1.1.3
For both?


1.1.4
Could you describe the extent of the current usage of such a system?


1.2
Are there some organizations which you are representing in the ITU-R Study Group 6, which envisage using the proposed 720P/50 system? If so


1.2.1
For program production purposes?


1.2.2
For emission purposes?


1.2.3
For both?


1.2.4
hat is the time scale planned for the initiation of the implementation of such system?


1.3
Does such a production system need to be standardized? If so:


1.3.1
Why? and


1.3.2
Who needs such standardization?


1.4
If such a production system would be standardized, should it be at regional or world-wide level?


1.4.1
Why?


1.5
If such a production system would be standardized, why should it be recommended by the ITU?


1.6
Considering that Recommendations ITU-R BT.601 and BT.709 are considered milestones since they recommend single world-wide standards for digital television and HDTV production, and considering the long time that was devoted to the laboratory tests when preparing Recommendations ITU-R BT.601 and BT.709, does the new proposed system appear consolidated enough to justify an early inclusion in an ITU-R Recommendation?


1.6.1
Would not such an action finally lead to the ITU-R recommending a variety of multiple standards for similar applications?


1.6.2
If multiple standards for similar applications would be recommended by the ITU, how could its role be considered “enhanced”?


1.7
What ITU-R Question would the new proposed system answer and to what extent?


1.7.1
What specific applications would the new proposed system cover? and


1.7.2
What other already recommended ITU systems would also cover the same applications? 


1.8
If the targeted applications would be covered by more than one recommended system (including the new one which is proposed), § 6.1.2 of Resolution ITU-R 1-4 invites for a comparative evaluation of the recommended systems. In this case, has the performance of the new proposed system been sufficiently assessed and documented at ITU level to allow for such a comparison before its inclusion in an ITU Recommendation?


1.9
Do you have any other comments or justifications to proceed with the proposed new or revised Recommendation under study?
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Annex 6 to WP 6P Chairman’s Report


decision


Appointment of a Rapporteur to study and address the expressed 
interest for an ITU-R Recommendation on 1280 ( 720, 16 ( 9 
progressively–captured image format for production and 
international programme exchange in the 50 Hz environment


Scope of work


Taking into account the fact that some Administrations and Sector Members have expressed the wish to commence television delivery, production and programme exchange using the 1280 ( 720, 16 ( 9 progressive format (720P) at 50 Hz and submitted contributions to that effect.


Considering also that some Administrations and Sector Members expressed some concerns about the need and timing for developing such recommendations, questioning the requirements, the applications, the usage, and the technical parameters.


It was agreed that this question should be studied and that a process be put in place to develop such a recommendation, should the study support the need for it.


To accomplish this, a decision to appoint a Rapporteur was adopted.


The task of the Rapporteur will be to gather information from ITU Member States, Sector Members, and Associates to study the needs and requirements, describe and document the applications and usage.


In addition, to address the urgency of the question, the Rapporteur is also tasked, subject to the results of the study supporting the need for it, to develop a preliminary draft new Recommendation on the above subject for consideration by Working Party 6P at its next meeting in October 2004. The PDNR will be part of the report to Working Party 6P.


Working procedures


Such a report should be prepared by the Rapporteur working in accordance with No. 2.13 of ITU-R Resolution 1-4, along the following guidelines:


1)
Working by correspondence, in the interval between the April 2004 and October 2004 Working Party 6P meetings, on the basis of contributions received during this interval and at the April 2004 meetings.


2)
The progress of the work should be visible to all administrations using an ITU-R reflector.


3)
At the October 2004 meeting of Working Party 6P, the report (and its resulting potential PDNR) will be considered and updated by Working Party 6P on the basis of contributions received by Working Party 6P at that meeting. The decision to proceed with the preliminary draft new Recommendation will be decided by Working Party 6P.


Appointment of Rapporteur


Working Party 6P decided to appoint the following Rapporteur:


Mr F. Conway (Canada and NABA)


The Rapporteur will be assisted by Vice-Rapporteurs.


The following agreed to assist the Rapporteur and act as Vice‑Rapporteurs:


Mike Croll (BBC)

mike.croll@rd.hbc.co.uk

Hans Hoffmann (EBU)


hoffmann@ebu.ch

Lars Haglund (SVT)


lars.haglund@svt.se

Peter Dare (Sony)


p.dare@worldnet.att.net

Joe Flaherty (CBS)


jaflaherty@cbs.com

Valod Stepanian (IRN)



stepanianv@hotmail.com


Patrick Griffis (Microsoft)

pgriffis@windows.microsoft.com
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