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The following text is suggested for possible inclusion in the report of the RAG for further consideration by the RA on the WRC/CPM process.

1
The RAG-03 had a number of contributions dealing with the WRC/CPM process. This issue had been studied at earlier meetings of the RAG, including the establishment of a correspondence group, with no major changes to the process agreed at previous meetings of the RAG. PP-02 agreed to a new financial plan for the ITU for the next period. In reviewing the WRC/CPM preparatory process, it is necessary to take into consideration the financial situation of the ITU following the PP-02 decisions and consequently each of the steps of the process were reviewed.

2
Following the discussion, it was not possible to agree on a single proposal for the future process. However, it was agreed that there are two different options - the status quo with some refinement and a different approach which changes the process more drastically, by merging, significantly altering, or eliminating some of the present parts of the process. The discussion on the CVC was limited to its role relative to the WRC process and not the normal SG activities. In discussing these various alternatives, there were no firm financial savings/costs associated with the various proposals and consequently the BR should attempt to provide to the RA some financial information to facilitate the discussion at the RA.

3
In considering the various steps of the process, it was concluded that the major difference in the two different approaches is related to the continuing need for the SC and CPM-2, at least in their current form.

The 4 basic steps are as follows:

•
Which group will identify the groups to carry out the preparatory work for the next WRC?

•
Will there be a lead group with other groups supporting this group or a single group carrying out the total study of one or more agenda items?

•
Is there a need for the SC to deal with the regulatory/procedural aspects, and, if so, what aspects?

•
Should CPM-2 with its associated information meeting be retained or replaced with only information meetings?

3.1

Identification of WP/TG to carry out the work

At the present time the CVC and the CPM-1 meet separately immediately after the WRC to identify which WP/TGs should undertake the required studies associated with each agenda item of the next WRC. In some cases joint groups have been established. The general conclusion on this item is that it would be preferable to have a combined meeting of the CPM and CVC (a meeting of administrations and sector members in which the chairman and vice-chairman of the SGs are also invited) which would take the decisions on the appropriate group to undertake the necessary studies. The general view was that this meeting should take place immediately after the WRC to facilitate the participation from both developing and developed countries. There was another view expressed that in view of the date separation between the next two WRCs, it might be more appropriate for this meeting to be held some months after the next WRC. One question related to the preparation for this combined meeting was who would undertake the preparatory work for this meeting, but the view was expressed that the new provisions from PP-02 require administrations to identify with their proposals for agenda items to the WRC, any required studies and as such it should facilitate the preparatory work by BR. The general view was that this combined meeting should be about two days duration.

3.2
WP/TGs to carry out the work

During the past period, lead groups were identified to carry out the actual work with other groups contributing to the studies and liaison statements being sent between the concerned WP/TGs. 

One view was that there should be one specific group identified to carry out the total work associated with an agenda item and any administration/sector member interested in that item would participate in that particular group. This approach was indicated as eliminating or minimizing the number of liaison statements and facilitating the participation of administrations and sector member interested in a particular agenda item (fewer TG/WP meetings to attend). In designating this group there was the view expressed that such groups should be different from the normal WP/TGs and specific to the WRC preparatory process, whereas, there was the other view that these groups should normally be an existing group unless the creation of a new group is justified. Having new groups would avoid having inter-service sharing issues under the responsibility of one service TG.

The other view was that the present practice should be maintained of having a lead group being supported by other groups, and this approach would facilitate the linkage with the normal work of the SGs. The administrations supporting this view indicated that the practice of using a single group to deal with an inter-service sharing issue requires experts from service SGs to attend each other's meetings and to closely follow the work of all SGs. This can significantly increase the amount of travel required of a limited number of experts. 

3.3
Continuing need for the SC

A number of administrations were of the view that the SC should be retained to study the regulatory/procedural aspects of the reports coming from the TG/WPs. There were also contributions which proposed that the SC should not be retained, but the regulatory/procedural issues could be either studied in the WP/TGs or not studied in the WP/TG at all but dealt with directly by proposals from administrations to the WRC. There was the view expressed that there could be two meetings of the SC between two WRCs, with the first meeting dealing with regulatory issues already identified and the second meeting dealing with the draft report to the WRC. Other administrations were of the view that the SC should only meet after the draft CPM report is available. Additional views noted that if the SC is retained, the WRC/CPM must give more specific guidance regarding what issues the SC should study. One possibility suggested was that the SC 

should focus on issues raised by the RRB where ROPs have been required to implement past WRC decisions (WRC-03 Agenda Item 7.1). In any case, greater attention should be given to the decision to activate the SC.

3.4
Continuing need for CPM-2

There were a number of contributions to the RAG which proposed the suppression of the CPM‑2. These proposals were supported by some other administrations while other administrations opposed the suppression of CPM-2. Associated with the CPM-2 is the information meeting to disseminate the results of the studies to all administrations. The last CPM-2 had a 1 day information meeting which many have suggested was too short to provide an ample time to fully understand the issues associated with the various agenda items.

Those administrations that supported the suppression of the CPM were of the view that the cost of the CPM (both for the ITU and for administrations) did not justify the value added by the CPM-2, and that the money could be better used to provide more effective information meetings for all administrations, such as a 1 week information meeting which some have called a CIM (Conference Information Meeting). In this case the studies would be completed by the WP/TGs and their reports would be the reports to the WRC, and that there was no need to provide as large "editing forum" such as CPM-2. In addition they saw the present CPM-2 as an opportunity for some administrations to re-open some of the issues previously discussed in the WP/TGs.

Those administrations that supported the maintenance of the CPM-2 saw an advantage in providing an opportunity to further reconcile differing views, as well as providing an opportunity for those administrations that don't normally participate in the work of the SG/WP/TGs to contribute to the report to the WRC.
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