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1
Task of ICG/SAT

ICG/SAT addresses satellite matters treated in ITU-T and ITU-R Study Groups which require coordination.

Cooperation with ITU-D has also been established during the last Study period and is continuing.

2
Work programme of ICG/SAT

a)
To monitor the work programmes of the relevant SGs in relation to the use of satellites in order to identify:

i)
inconsistent target dates;

ii)
areas of possible duplication;

iii)
areas missing from the studies.

b)
To draw attention of the relevant SGs to emerging technologies and elements of public networks e.g. on-board processing, application of VSATs, application of interactive terminals, non-geostationary satellite systems, mobile satellite systems.

c)
To ensure, through coordination that Recommendations being produced by relevant SGs allow the continuing full integration of the satellite transmission medium in public networks.

3
Representation of relevant Study Groups

Formal representative to ICG/SAT are appointed by:

ITU-R Study Groups 4, 6, 7 and 8

ITU-T Study Groups 2, 3, 4, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 and 17

4
Working methods of ICG/SAT

ICG/SAT works mainly by correspondence. 

The ICG-SAT website is located at http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/icg/icg-sat/index.html.

Meetings are convened when appropriate based on progress achieved, but usually only every two years.

Meetings have usually a duration of two days, are held in one language only with an attendance of about 25 persons. The Secretariat is provided by the TSB. ITU-T Study Group 13 has a "Lead Study Group" role for ICG/SAT within the ITU-T Sector.

Some meetings have been hosted outside Geneva, in which case the Secretariat fees have been supported by the inviting Administration according to TSB rules.

Status reports on activities are provided to RAG and TSAG.

5
Activities of ICG/SAT in the period 2000-2003

The continuation of the work of ICG/SAT was approved by RA-2000 and WTSA-2000.

Two meetings have been held:

–
Ankara, 26-28 June 2001

–
Geneva, 12-13 December 2002

An ITU-T Workshop on "Satellites in IP and Multimedia", organized at the initiative of ICG/SAT, was held in Geneva from 9 to 11 December 2002.

A summary report of the second meeting is given in Annex 1.

6
Continuation of the work of ICG/SAT

Following an evaluation of the results of the Workshop on "Satellites in IP and Multimedia" and of the status of activities at its last meeting, the members and participants in ICG/SAT have expressed the opinion that ICG/SAT is still serving a useful purpose and shall be continued.   

Annex: 1

Annex 1

Summary Report of the Second Meeting of ICG/SAT 
(Geneva 12-13 December 2003)

•
The coordination activity has progressed on the following issues:

–
performance and availability of satellite networks;

–
interconnection of satellite networks including GMPCS with public switched networks;

–
routing, signalling, numbering, protocols;

–
IP over satellite;

–
the multimedia services and systems;

–
satellite terminal portability;

–
convergence of terrestrial and satellite services and network technologies.
•
New areas requiring coordination were identified as:

–
Next Generation Networks

–
Network security

–
Emergency communications

•
Mr D. Karyabwite (IP Coordinator, BDT) gave a presentation of the ITU-D work programme in the satellite domain including cooperation between ITU and Partners for IP Satellite connectivity, and provided the list of Questions related to IP Satellite based connectivity in ITU-D for the study period 2002-2006.

•
A report was given on the workshop on "Multimedia Convergence" organized by ITU-T SG 16 in cooperation with ITU-T SG 9 and ITU-R SG 6. The ICG-SAT took note of the results of the workshop and of the fact that satellites have in general been included in the debates.

•
A specific action on Recommendation G.114 was requested by ITU-T SG 13 proposing to rename the G.114 standard to "One-way transmission time for speech". ICG-SAT, in line with earlier consideration of ITU-T Rec. G.114 has invited ITU-T SG 12 to further explore the implementation of the suggested action.

•
The outcome of the workshop on satellites in IP and Multimedia (Geneva, 9‑11 December 2002) were examined. The evaluation is rather positive. The workshop had a good participation of qualified speakers and a much larger attendance than expected and in particular the intended objectives have been satisfactorily met (i.e. allow satellite network operators to come together, share views and define strategies in areas of common interest, encourage joint discussions between experts from the R and the T Sectors for possible identification of new study items in their respective sectors). Suggestions for possible improvement of the event if repeated were collected. All the presentations, conclusions of sessions and a report from the Workshop on "Satellites in IP and Multimedia" are available at http://www.itu.ch/ITU-T/othergroups/icg-sat/index.asp. ICG/SAT has requested all ITU Study Groups to analyse the output of the Workshop on Satellite in IP and Multimedia and to identify additional studies required.

•
Some views expressed during the workshop and reported to ICG-SAT show interest for the possible establishment of some form of forum/partnership group/association external to the ITU allowing entities with satellite interest to better identify and coordinate their actions in 

the ITU Sectors and other groups. Though this is only an unstructured concept for the moment, ICG-SAT could be available to act as a window interface between this potential entity, if ever established, and the ITU Study Groups.

•
It was observed in ICG-SAT that though ITU-T Rec. A4 identifies the mechanisms of cooperation with external entities and fora, there is not yet an equivalent Recommendation for ITU-R. This observation is brought to the attention of the RAG.

•
The work of the ICG on Satellite Matters will continue by correspondence with an increased use of electronic facilities (i.e. by the use of the ICG-SAT mailing list and FTP area, refer to http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/othergroups/icg-sat/edh/index.html). Attention is drawn in particular to the ITU-T website where the work programme is continuously updated, namely: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/othergroups/icg-sat/index.asp. The need of a further meeting of the ICG on Satellite Matters will be identified based on progress achieved. 
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