- 2 -

RAG03-1/22-E


	[image: image1.wmf]
	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
	

	
	RADIOCOMMUNICATION
ADVISORY GROUP
GENEVA, 27 - 31 JANUARY 2003
	Delayed Contribution
Document RAG03-1/22-E

	
	
	17 January 2003

	
	
	English only

	Canada

	Quality of ITU-R Recommendations


Reference: RAG-03 agenda item 3.4, Resolution ITU-R 1-3

1
Introduction 

This contribution offers several suggestions for the improvement of the Quality of ITU-R Recommendations. In this contribution the term "quality" is meant to include aspects such as clarity, consistency, implementability, fulfilment of objectives of ITU-R Recommendations as per Resolution ITU-R 1-3, etc.

2
Discussion

There is no guideline for the development of ITU-R Recommendations. Consequently the participants develop Recommendations based on their experience, and they have differing views of what constitutes a good style of Recommendation. As part of the consensus building a lot of time is spent on discussing matters of style, time that would be better spent discussing issues of content.

Recommendations that do not recommend anything are perhaps the most problematic. There are cases of Recommendations that offer a catalogue or shopping list of alternatives without providing guidance about their use or evaluation of those alternatives. In addition, the phrase that is found in some Recommendations "the material in the annex should be referred to" may be an indication that the material would be more suitable for a Report or Handbook.

As part of the consensus building, sometimes there is a lot of discussion at meetings on the use of "shall", "should", "may", "could", etc. These words relate to requirements in a Recommendation necessary for a user of the Recommendation to claim compliance with it. Sometimes there is resistance on the use of "shall" because ITU-R Recommendations are not mandatory (unless imbedded in the Radio Regulations, but that is different in that it requires another level of approval). As a result of the compromises made and the choice of words during the development of a Recommendation, the text of a Recommendation could become meaningless. For any organization to be able to claim (voluntarily) conformance to any ITU-R Recommendation, the Recommendation needs to have substance. This is particularly important in Recommendations intended to ensure the interoperability of equipment and systems, safety, etc. One does not have to follow/accept the Recommendation, but if one claims compliance with it, one "must", "shall", etc. as the case may be.

Contributions that are aimed at improving the quality of preliminary draft Recommendations being developed should be taken seriously. Proposals for improvements that do not change the technical content should generally be accepted if it is demonstrated that the quality is improved. 

Participants in the work of the study groups need to be aware of the relevant ITU-R Resolutions
. The style references in the other Sectors of ITU may also be useful, for example the Resolutions
 and A-series Recommendations
 in ITU-T. The ITU Style Guide
 may also be a useful reference.

3
Proposal

While this contribution only gives some examples related to the quality of ITU-R Recommendations, Canada proposes that the RAG investigates what elements constitute good quality Recommendations and the pitfalls to avoid, in order to provide guidance to the groups that develop the draft ITU-R Recommendations.
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�	� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/publica/res/63888.html" ��http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/publica/res/63888.html�. Note in particular Resolutions ITU-R 1-3, 33-1, 34�1, and 35-1.


�	� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa/resolutions.html" ��http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa/resolutions.html�. Note in particular ITU-T Resolution 1.


�	� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/rec/recommendation.asp?type=products&lang=e&parent=T-REC-A" ��http://www.itu.int/rec/recommendation.asp?type=products&lang=e&parent=T-REC-A�. Note in particular ITU-T Recommendations A.1, A.3, A.5, A.12 and A Sup 1.


�	E.g. see � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/sg-conf/general/styleguide.doc" ��http://www.itu.int/sg-conf/general/styleguide.doc� for the English language style guide.
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