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1
Introduction

The 2002 meeting of RAG assigned two documents for consideration by the newly formed correspondence group on categories of ITU‑R texts and their numbering.

One document, submitted by the United States Administration, proposed consideration of a new numbering scheme for ITU‑R Recommendations. This would be based on a reassessment of the present grouping of Recommendations by categories, implemented by means of a two-character prefix to the number of each Recommendation, and also by the allocation of groups of contiguous numbers to Recommendations that cover the same technical subject.

The other document, submitted by the Italian Administration, proposed to set up a database for Recommendations. The database would be posted on the ITU website and it would use keywords structured in menus, to guide web browsers in identifying Recommendations that contain specifications relevant to the various aspects of telecommunications in the scope of ITU‑R. The Italian Administration also submitted a parallel proposal in a similar contribution to TSAG.

Pending an ITU decision on the best way to address this perceived need for better communication with the users of ITU Recommendations, Study Group 6 has been pursuing an interim solution for the time being. This consists of the preparation of Recommendations or other texts that provide a guide to all the SG 6 Recommendations on a given technical area.

In this vein, SG 6 adopted Recommendation ITU‑R.1530 "Guide to recommendations in the BR series on the use of film in television" which lists all the Recommendations on the use of film in television, and briefly describes their respective contents.

In addition, the March 2002 meeting of SG 6 adopted Document 6/252, currently under approval, which is a new guide to the ITU‑R Recommendations for broadcast sound production, and the September 2002 meeting of SG 6 adopted two new texts which are now under approval. These are Document 6/304 "Draft new document for a new class of ITU‑R text - Guide to ITU‑R Recommendations for broadcast television production": http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=R00-SG06-C-0304 and Document 6/310 "Draft new document for new class of ITU‑R documents - Usage of ITU‑R and ITU‑T Recommendations relevant to interactive broadcasting services": http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=R00-SG06-C-0310. They list all existing Recommendations in those two areas and briefly describe their contents.

The Convenor also wishes to draw the attention of RAG to a most useful comment that he has received from the Administration of Iran. That comment is reproduced in full below:


"We find the development of a new category of ITU‑R texts, in the form of guides, very useful to the customers who often need to conduct a time-consuming search for identifying the required ITU‑R Recommendations.


Considering that such guides are likely to be of more value to the developing countries, it may be useful if the view of the ITU-D Sector could be sought for identifying the most appropriate means for promoting the existence of such guides, e.g. in the form of formal Recommendations and/or posting on the websites associated with the study groups to better serve the needs of the members. You may consider including this aspect in your report to RAG, if you deem appropriate."

The Convenor of the correspondence group would now like to offer his analysis on the documents listed above. He would also like to offer his conclusions on the work that the ad hoc correspondence group of RAG on categories of ITU‑R texts and their numbering has performed up until now.

2
Convenor's analysis of the available documentation

1
Concerning the United States proposal, the Convenor notes that a scheme similar to the one that the United States proposes is already implemented to a certain extent in ITU-T Study Group 9. For instance, the categories of Recommendations of ITU-T SG 9 are identified by a letter prefix and a number, and different numbering decades are assigned to Recommendations in different subcategories. When introducing this numbering approach, Study Group 9 had, however, to address the problem of integrating old Recommendations in the new numbering scheme, since they considered it essential not to change the number of existing Recommendations. This proved to be relatively easy to do in the case of Recommendations of Study Group 9, but it might prove more difficult to do if the approach were to be extended to all the Recommendations of the R Sector.

2
Concerning the Italian contribution, it is recalled that it proposed that a database should be set up, freely accessible and prominently offered on the ITU website. Each record in the database would correspond to one Recommendation. It would contain:

•
the number and title of the Recommendation;

•
a short summary of the Recommendation (e.g. four lines of text);

•
a number of keywords, chosen from a standardized dictionary, by which the database can be searched.

The necessary navigation engine, to be set up by the ITU department responsible for its website, should allow browsers to easily navigate through the database. It may be mentioned in passing that the EBU has successfully adopted a similar approach to allow navigation through the database of its official technical texts, posted on its website.

The Convenor thinks that this approach is an optimal one, and it should be considered for adoption as the ultimate solution, if it will be found that it can be implemented within the current internal ITU‑R organization.

3
Concerning the interim solutions already implemented or under implementation in SG 6 in the form of Recommendations or other texts that serve as guides to ITU Recommendations on some technical areas in its domain, the Convenor considers them to be lauded as interim approaches. He notes that they have the merit of being compatible with the proposed database. All the information that they contain is in a form that can be readily integrated in the database; it should only be supplemented with the set of keywords appropriate to each Recommendation.

4
Concerning the comment offered by the Administration of Iran, the Convenor considers it to be very well taken and important, and he asks ITU‑R to bring the present report to the attention of the ITU-D Sector in order that they may provide RAG with their comments on the Convenor's proposal detailed below.

3
Convenor's conclusions for consideration by RAG

Concerning the United States proposal, the Convenor feels that detailed studies are needed to check whether the numbering approach proposed by the United States can be readily implemented, or if it would involve the need to renumber a consistent volume of Recommendations. This is based on the assumption that RAG will deem it important to preserve a link to the current numbering of Recommendations. Until those studies have been concluded it will be difficult to decide whether the approach can be readily implemented in practice. The Convenor notes anyway that the United States approach does not conflict with the database approach. The two could both be implemented at an appropriate time.

Concerning the Italian proposal, the Convenor feels that it represents an excellent way to allow interested parties to easily find the ITU‑R Recommendations of their interest, by browsing the ITU website.

The Convenor concludes that the Italian proposal should be retained as the ultimate approach to be implemented, subject to its finalization with the ITU department responsible for the ITU website, and taking into account any input that ITU-D may make to RAG on this matter.

Details of this approach are given below.

4
Details of the approach proposed for ultimate implementation

The approach that the Convenor proposes for ultimate implementation can be described in the following summary way:

1
A database will be set up, freely accessible and prominently offered on the ITU website.

2
Each record in the database will correspond to one ITU‑R Recommendation. It will contain the following information:

•
The number and title of the Recommendation.

•
A short summary of the Recommendation (e.g. four lines of text).

•
A number of keywords, chosen from a standardized dictionary, by which the database can be searched. The proposal foresees that:

•
keywords will be organized in layered menus;

•
each menu in each layer will offer a limited choice of keywords;

•
Layer 1 will be structured by subjects, to reflect the responsibilities allocated to ITU‑R study groups;

•
Layer 2 will be structured as appropriate to each subject;

•
Layer 3 will be optional, and it will be structured as appropriate to the relevant Layer 2.

•
Each study group would be responsible:

•
to provide appropriate summaries of all the existing and new Recommendations in its purview;

•
to provide the relevant keywords for each one of them;

•
to decide the structuring of Layer 2 and Layer 3;

•
to decide case by case whether a Layer 4 in the database is needed.

•
The ITU‑R secretariat would be responsible:

•
to assemble and maintain the dictionary of keywords, based on inputs from the study groups;

•
to cooperate with the concerned departments of ITU, in the building and updating of the database and in checking that its navigation engine meets the needs of the ITU web browsers;

•
to cooperate with ITU-D in order that their needs on this matter may be taken into account.

The next page presents an example of the proposed layered structure of keywords, for clarification. It is designed for the subject assigned to Study Group 6, and for the functionalities relevant to one of the services in that subject.

Example of a possible layered structure of keywords for the subject assigned to Study Group 6

	Layer 1 - Subject

	Spectrum management

	Radiowave propagation

	Fixed-satellite service

	Broadcasting services

	Science services

	Mobile services

	Radiodetermination services

	Amateur services

	Fixed services

	Others (to be detailed)

	Layer 2 - Service

	Television 

	Sound 

	Data 

	Multimedia 

	Interactive 

	D-cinema

	Ancillary 

	Others (to be detailed)

	Any service

	Layer 3 - Area of use

	TV production facilities

	TV recording/archival facilities

	TV distribution facilities

	Terrestrial TV emission facilities

	Satellite TV emission facilities 

	Other TV facilities 

	Any TV facility


____________
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