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1
Introduction

Item 3.9 of the draft agenda for the eleventh meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG), published in Administrative Circular CA/121, relates to “Liaison and collaboration with other organizations (Resolutions ITU-R 9-1 and 41-1)”.

On this subject, Section 4.7.2 of the Summary of Conclusions of the tenth RAG meeting (see Administrative Circular CA/115) reads:

“4.7.2
RAG considered contributions (Documents RAG2002-1/2, 27, 29) related to "the need for establishment of formal agreements and working relations with regional standards development organizations (SDO)", in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 9. In this connection, RAG noted that, unlike ITU-T, ITU-R does not have formal guidelines for cooperation with regional SDOs (including documentation exchange between ITU-R and regional SDOs), excepting the options envisaged in Resolution ITU-R 9-1. RAG also noted that, in view of the current RAG mandate, the responsibility for establishing formal guidelines for cooperation with regional SDOs remains with the Radiocommunication Assembly. An ad hoc group, chaired by Mr Kosaka (Japan), was created during the meeting and presented its conclusion in this respect (Document RAG2002-1/36). RAG endorsed the conclusion of the ad hoc group that Recommendations ITU-T A.5 and A.6, as properly modified to take account of the specific needs of the ITU-R Sector and the text of Resolution ITU‑R 9, may be useful as guidelines in performing the collaboration with other organizations. The Director was also encouraged to process requests for mutual cooperation and exchange of documentation expeditiously, and to take prompt action in establishing an MoU with ETSI.”

2
Agreement with ETSI

An agreement was signed with ETSI on 17 June 2002. With reference to this matter and following a request made by Study Group 6, the attached Document 6/322 (Annex) submitted to Study Group 6 by WP 6S “satellite delivery”, relating to the subject of incorporation of ETSI standards in ITU-R Recommendations, is brought to the attention of the RAG.

Annex: 1

ANNEX

Source:
Document 6/322

Working Party 6S

RE: INCORPORATION OF AN ETSI STANDARD FRAMEWORK FOR A PRELIMINARY DRAFT NEW RECOMMENDATION FOR INTERACTIVE SATELLITE BROADCASTING SYSTEMS 
(TELEVISION, SOUND AND DATA)

Special Rapporteur Group 6S-5 (SRG 6S-5) prepared a framework for preliminary draft new Recommendation "Interactive satellite broadcasting systems (television, sound and data)" as shown in Annex 1 to this document based on the ETSI EN 301 790 V1.2.2. This text will be attached to WP 6S Chairman's Report in order to facilitate the investigations by administrations and Sector Members on this topic until the next WP 6S meeting in March 2003.

In the last meeting (4-13 September 2002), Working Party 6S received a document (Document 6S/278) that highlighted a number of issues pertaining to ITU-R use of ETSI EN 301 790 in the development of a WP 6S recommendation on this topic. Several of the issues raised in the input document concern external issues pertaining to ETSI, and a liaison statement was drafted by WP 6S to ETSI (see Doc. 6/321) to ask for the formal submission and to obtain clarification on these external issues.

Several other issues raised in the input document pertain to internal decisions that need to be taken by WP 6S in order to understand how ETSI documentation could be incorporated into the work of ITU-R. These internal issues are summarized below and administrations and Sector Members involved in the work of WP 6S are encouraged to reflect on these issues and come prepared to discuss them at the next meeting of WP 6S (March 2003).

In considering whether to develop an ITU-R Recommendation on interactive satellite broadcasting based upon ETSI EN 301 790, Working Party 6S needs to resolve the following issues:

1)
What form would such a Recommendation take? For example, if the Recommendation simply points the reader to ETSI or an ETSI website for documentation, is this helpful? After purchasing the ITU-R Recommendation, would the reader then have to access the ETSI EN and its related references in order to follow the Recommendation?

2)
If the ITU-R recommendation extracts information from the EN 301 790, what information should be extracted? Should any such Recommendation be a "free-standing" document, or at least free-standing within the ITU-R, or is it acceptable for the recommends section, or parts of the recommends section, of an ITU-R Recommendation to have to rely on ETSI documentation? 

NOTE - This Document should be brought to the attention of Study Group 6 to pursue the matter in light of discussions in RAG-2002.

3)
The current published version of the ETSI EN contains three incompatible options for the encapsulation of IP packets; namely IP over ATM, IP over MPEG and ATM. In addition the standard includes two incompatible options for error coding. Should WP 6S attempt to choose among these incompatible options in a Recommendation?

Attachment:
Framework for preliminary draft new Recommendation “Interactive satellite broadcasting systems (television, sound and data)”. (Document 6S/TEMP/146, not attached)

NOTE – This Attachment is not to be sent to Study Group 6 at this point in time.
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