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	Radiocommunication Bureau (BR)



	Circular Letter
CR/516
	Geneva, 27 February 2025

	

	

	To Administrations of Member States of the ITU


	

	

	Subject:
	Modernization of BR’s database for terrestrial services and related software


	
	

	
	


	

The Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) has completed the modernization of its TerRaSys system for the processing of frequency assignments to terrestrial services. This includes modernizing database servers, database structure and various associated software modules.
[bookmark: _Hlk191041158]The modifications to the structure of the terrestrial database (TerRaBase) comprise the introduction of the new data items, following the WRC-23 decisions relating to Appendix 4 to the Radio Regulations as described in CR/509 dated 14 November 2024.
[bookmark: _Hlk190858255]Other changes to TerRaSys include software display improvement for the intuitive presentation of tools and their faster response, as well as adjusting data organization, improving table definitions and improving query performance.
Starting from BR IFIC 3042 published on 18 March 2025, TerRaBase will conform to the new data structure. This transition shall be straightforward and will have no impact on the users who utilize the tools provided by the Bureau on the ISO image file of the terrestrial BR IFIC, namely TerRaQ for queries and TerRaNotices for creating and validating electronic notices. No change or additional action will be required from the users of these tools.
The changes introduced to the data structure will, however, have an impact on any third‑party software used to directly read the data from the terrestrial BR IFIC database file in the SQLite format. Consequently, the administrations and other users, who developed their own software for direct access the TerRaBase data, are invited to consult the documentation available at https://www.itu.int/ITU-R/terrasys/docs for detailed information about these structure modifications.
To allow a smooth transition for these users, BR also developed a “backward compatibility conversion tool”, which permits to automatically generate a database file converted back, so that any software designed to work with the previous data structure continues to work by accessing and reading the converted database file. Detailed information on how to perform this conversion are also provided at https://www.itu.int/ITU-R/terrasys/docs (under the Database Structure/Legacy Format tab).

The Bureau remains at the disposal of your Administration for any clarification you may require with respect to the subject covered in this Circular Letter. For any assistance, please contact brmail@itu.int.

Mario Maniewicz
Director
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