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	Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)


	Circular Letter
CR/193
	23 May 2003


To Administrations of Member States of ITU
Subject:
Application of No. 9.53A of the Radio Regulations relating to comments by administrations in respect of a coordination request under Nos. 9.11 to 9.14, 9.21 and Resolution 33 (Rev.WRC-97)

Reference:
Circular Letter CR/185 of 20 December 2002
To the Director-General

Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Circular Letter CR/185 drew the attention of administrations to the new arrangements for submission to the Radiocommunication Bureau of comments under No. 9.52 relating to requests for coordination under Nos. 9.11 to 9.14, 9.21 and § 2.1 of the Resolution 33, and their subsequent treatment by the Bureau under No. 9.53A. CR/185 also briefly described the first version of the SpaceCom software package and requested administrations to use this software for the preparation and submission to the Radiocommunication Bureau (e-mail: brmail@itu.int) in electronic format of a copy of their comments relating to the request for coordination published in the BR IFIC 2485 (14 January 2003) and onwards.

2
The Bureau has continued to improve the SpaceCom software package, in particular completing the part on the role of the notifying administration (see § 4 below) and clarifying the demands by administrations to be included in a coordination request, when not initially identified by the Bureau’s examination as potentially affected (see § 5 below). The updated version 2.0 of the SpaceCom software package and the associated SpaceCom User Manual are now available to administrations and other users at the ITU website (http://www.itu.int/ITU‑R/software/space/spacecom/index.html), as well as on the BR IFIC (Space services) CD‑ROM. Annex to the present Circular Letter briefly describes the SpaceCom software package.

3
In view of the favourable response from a large number of administrations, the Bureau would now wish to implement to the full extent the use of the SpaceCom software package. For this purpose, the administrations are hereby requested kindly to send a copy of their comments to the Bureau exclusively by using the SpaceCom software package. 

4
In order to assist the notifying administration responsible for the satellite network published in a CR/C special section and the Bureau in completing its task under No. 9.53A, the following approach has been developed and included in the new version 2.0 of the SpaceCom software package. Upon expiry of the deadline for comments and on the basis of its records, the Bureau will make available a draft CR/D database per network (named IFICnnnn_BR_CRCxxxx.mdb) located in BR IFIC CD-Rom (BRIFICnnnn CD‑ROM/Data/SpaceCom data) listing the administrations which have submitted a disagreement under No. 9.52 to one or more requests for coordination referred to in § 1 above within the regulatory four-month time limit. Furthermore, before proceeding with the publication of the above information in a Special Section of the CR/D series, the Bureau will request the notifying Administration for each network to inform the Bureau of any additional comments concerning disagreements received from administrations, which may not have been copied to the Bureau, by updating accordingly the draft CR/D database using the SpaceCom software package and returning it to the Bureau by electronic mail (brmail@itu.int). The draft CR/D database will also be available for information to all administrations by using the module ‘Viewer’ of the SpaceCom software package.

5
Where the power flux density limits do not exist as a criterion to identify the potentially affected administrations in respect of the coordination procedure under Nos. 9.11, 9.14, 9.21/C and Resolution 33, § 2.1, the Bureau has simplified the process for administrations not identified in its examination that wish to be included in the coordination procedure, by removing the need for such administrations to provide a reason for requesting inclusion in that procedure.

6
The Radiocommunication Bureau trusts that the new arrangement outlined above will improve the application of the provisions of Nos. 9.52 and 9.53A both by the Bureau and by administrations. Should you have any queries regarding the contents of this letter, the contact person in the Radiocommunication Bureau is Mr Yvon Henri (Tel: +41 22 730 5536/ e‑mail: yvon.henri@itu.int).






Yours faithfully,


Valery Timofeev

Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annex: 

Distribution:

· Administrations of Member States of ITU

· Members of the Radio Regulations Board

· Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Groups and the 
Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters

MRG/YH/at

Annex

Description of the SpaceCom software package

SpaceCom is a standalone application designed to assist administrations and the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) in the management of comments made under No. 9.52 on CR/C special sections concerning requests for coordination under Nos. 9.11 to 9.14 and 9.21 and § 2.1 of Resolution 33, and their subsequent processing under No. 9.53A, including the publication of a CR/D/‑‑ special section in the BR IFIC (Space Services).

SpaceCom is designed for three groups of users: potentially affected administrations commenting on a CR/C special section, BR, and the administration responsible for a satellite network published in a CR/C special section (cf. scheme below).

Using SpaceCom, an administration identified in a CR/C special section as being potentially affected under Nos. 9.11 to 9.14 and 9.21 or under § 2.1 of Resolution 33 for various groups of frequency assignments may confirm, within the regulatory four‑month period, the need for entering into the coordination procedure with the administration responsible for the network subject to the CR/C special section. If an administration not identified by BR considers that its frequency assignments may be affected by the satellite network subject to the CR/C special section, it may ask to be included in the coordination procedure. Depending on the form of the coordination request and on the specific features of the service and frequency bands involved, that administration may be requested to provide additional information in support of its request.

Using SpaceCom, BR will collect all such comments received from potentially affected administrations, merge all the comments relating to a particular CR/C special section, analyse them and provide the administration responsible for the network subject to comments with a draft CR/D/‑‑ database summarizing the valid comments received.

Using SpaceCom, administrations may view the draft CR/D database by using the ‘Viewer’ module.

Using SpaceCom, the responsible administration can complete the list of comments in the draft CR/D/‑‑ database received by adding those that may not have been received by BR within the regulatory four‑month period.

BR will update its SNS database accordingly and publish a CR/D/‑‑ special section in the BR IFIC (Space Services). BR’s SpacePub software has been amended to publish this new type of CR/D special section.

SpaceCom requires as its input the MS‑Access file IFICnnnn.mdb provided on the BR IFIC (Space Services) CD-ROM. Based on the user input, SpaceCom extracts the relevant information for each CR/C special section to be commented on by the potentially affected administrations. To facilitate the review of those comments, SpaceCom generates working report documents. All comments relating to all CR/C special sections contained in a particular BR IFIC (Space Services) should be gathered together into one IFICnnnn_adm.mdb file prior to submission to BR. Finally, SpaceCom includes a facility for submitting the IFICnnnn_adm.mdb file as an e‑mail attachment to BR and to the responsible administrations whose networks are subject to comments.

Instructions on the installation and use of SpaceCom are provided in the User Manual that is distributed together with the software package on the BR IFIC (Space Services) CD‑ROM. Online help is also provided with SpaceCom.
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Exchange of information using SpaceCom
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