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	Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)


	Circular Letter
CR/181
	16 July 2002


To Administrations of Member States of ITU

Subject:
Rules of Procedure approved at the 27th meeting of the Radio Regulations Board.

To the Director-General

Dear Madam/Sir, 

1
Pursuant to the provisions of Nos. 13.12 and 13.14 of the Radio Regulations, the Radio Regulations Board (RRB) at its 27th meeting held in Geneva (3‑7 June 2002) approved new or modified Rules of Procedure.

2
Following the provisional entry into force of the 2001 edition of the Radio Regulations from 1 January 2002, the 1998 edition of the Rules of Procedure is being revised and will be published in the near future in both paper and electronic formats. The new edition will incorporate all revisions up to and including the approved Rules listed in the annexes to this Circular Letter.

3
All of the new Rules or modifications to existing Rules listed below take effect immediately.

3.1
Modifications to the Rules of Procedure relating to Nos. 5.416 and 9.11 (Annex 1).

3.2
A new Rule of Procedure relating to the band 2 630-2 655 MHz in the Table of Frequency Allocations and a modification to Table 9.11A-1 to the Rule of Procedure on No. 9.11A (Annex 2).

3.3
A new Rule of Procedure relating to No. 5.418C (Annex 3).

3.4
A new Rule of Procedure relating to Nos. 23.13B and 23.13C (Annex 4).

3.5
Modifications to the Rules of Procedure relating to Sections 3.5.1 and 3.8 of Annex 5 to Appendix 30 and Section 1.7 of Annex 3 to Appendix 30A (Annex 5).

3.6
New Rules of Procedure relating to §§ 6.24, 6.34, 6.43, 6.50 and 6.56 of Article 6 of Appendix 30B (Annex 6).

3.7
New Rules of Procedure relating to §§ 6.12, 6.24, 6.43 and 6.56 of Article 6 of Appendix 30B (Annex 7).

4
When approving new Rules of Procedure relating to Nos. 23.13B and 23.13C of the Radio Regulations (Annex 4), the Board deferred a decision on the proposed suppression of the current Rule relating to No. 23.13 until the next (28th) meeting. In the meantime, the application of the current Rule of Procedure in respect of No. 23.13 is suspended until further notice.

Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones

Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annexes: 
7

Distribution:

· Administrations of Member States of ITU

· Members of the Radio Regulations Board

RNS/mpc

annex 1

Rules of Procedure on No. 5.416 and No. 9.11

MOD

	5.416


See comments under the Rules of Procedure concerning Nos. 5.415 and 9.11.

ADD

	9.11


1
Some allocations to the broadcasting‑satellite service (BSS), e.g. in the bands 2 520‑2 670 MHz and 40.5‑42.5 GHz, are subject to power flux‑density limits given in Article 21, Table 21‑4. BSS frequency assignments in these bands are also subject to coordination procedures as mentioned in Article 9, and in particular the procedure under No. 9.11 for a space station in the BSS in any band shared on an equal primary basis with terrestrial services, in respect of terrestrial services. The Board studied the relationship between the application of the procedure under No. 9.11 and the obligation for frequency assignments to comply with "hard" limits that are included in Article 21.

2
The Board is of the view that hard limits applying to power flux‑density at the Earth's surface produced by emissions from a space station serve the purpose of protecting terrestrial stations and it decided to instruct the Bureau to act as follows:

a) to examine BSS frequency assignments under No. 11.31 with respect to "hard" power limits as indicated in Article 21, when such limits exist;

b) to provide a finding based on the respect of "hard" limits established for the sharing between BSS and terrestrial services, i.e. favourable finding if the limits are not exceeded, unfavourable finding otherwise;

c) to consider BSS frequency assignments with “favourable” finding under No. 11.31 to have successfully fulfilled the sharing mechanism between BSS and terrestrial services, and therefore not to apply No. 9.11 coordination procedure in this specific case.

annex 2

Rule of Procedure relating to the band 2 630-2 655 MHz and a modification to Table 9.11A-1 to the Rule of Procedure on No. 9.11A.

	ADD

	2 630-2 655 MHz


1
Footnotes Nos. 5.416, 5.418, 5.418A, 5418B and 5.418C provide information on the different constraints and procedures applying to the broadcasting-satellite service (BSS) and fixed‑satellite service (FSS) in the frequency range 2 630‑2 655 MHz.

2
The Board undertook an in-depth examination of the different provisions and the applicability of the different coordination procedures (space network-to-space network (Nos. 9.7, 9.12, 9.12A and 9.13)) that apply to satellite systems in the band 2 630‑2 655 MHz and noted the difficulty in assessing the service (BSS (sound), BSS (television), FSS) and the nature of the satellite network (GSO or non-GSO) to which footnotes Nos. 5.418A, 5418B and 5.418C should apply, taking due account of the dates of reception of the complete Appendix 4 coordination or notification information, as appropriate. Indeed, No. 5.418A refers to the application of the provisions of No. 9.12A for non-GSO systems in the BSS (sound) in certain countries listed in No. 5.418, in respect of GSO systems; No. 5.418B refers to the application of the provisions of No. 9.12 for non-GSO systems in the BSS (e.g. BSS sound and BSS television, irrespective of being allocated under Nos. 5.416 or 5.418, as appropriate), in respect of other non-GSO systems; and No. 5.418C refers to the application of No. 9.13 by GSO networks in respect of non-GSO systems in the BSS (sound), either allocated under Nos. 5.416 or 5.418.

3
Taking the above into account, the Board understands footnotes Nos. 5.418A and 5.418C to only address cases of coordination involving non-GSO BSS (sound) systems operating under No. 5.418, and footnote No. 5.418B to address No. 9.12 coordination for all FSS or BSS non-GSO systems, as described in the table below. This table applies to coordination requirements between 

GSO and non-GSO satellite systems for which complete coordination/notification information was received after 2 June 2000, except for coordination requirements relating to BSS networks for which the API was received by the Bureau before 1 January 1999 (see Rule of Procedure on No. 5.418C).

	CR request : Column vis‑à-vis Row(()

(2 630-2 655 MHz)
	Non-GSO BSS (sound) ( 
(5.418)
	GSO BSS ( 
(5.416, 5.418) or
 FSS ( (Region 2)
	Non-GSO BSS  ( (5.416) or 
FSS ( (Region 2)

	Non-GSO BSS (sound) ( (5.418)
	9.12
(5.418B)
	9.13
(5.418C)
	9.12
(5.418B)

	GSO BSS ( 
(5.416, 5.418) or
 FSS ( (Region 2)
	9.12A
(5.418A)
	9.7
	NO CR
22.2

	Non-GSO BSS
( (5.416) or
 FSS ( (Region 2)
	9.12
(S5.418B)
	NO CR 
(22.2)
	9.12
(5.418B)


	MOD 

	Table 9.11A-1 to Rule of Procedure on 9.11A


	2 630-2 655
	5.418A

5.418B 5.418C
	BROADCASTING-SATELLITE (non-GSO) (sound) (5.418)
BROADCASTING-SATELLITE (GSO, 5.416, 5.418) and non-GSO (5.416)

FIXED-SATELLITE (R2) 
	
	--- 
	
	--- (see Res. 539 (WRC-2000))
	
	8, 9

	8
The coordination of non-GSO BROADCASTING-SATELLITE service  (sound) in respect of terrestrial services is subject to the provisions of Resolution 539. (WRC-2000).
9
For the applicability of the forms of coordination (Nos. 9.12, 9.12A or 9.13) to be applied between services mentioned in column 3, please refer to the Rule of Procedure on 2 630‑2 655 MHz and the Rules of Procedure on No. 5.418C.


annex 3

Rule of Procedure on No. 5.418C

ADD 

	5.418C


1. In accordance with footnote No. 5.418C, as added by WRC-2000, the use of the band 2 630‑2 655 MHz by geostationary-satellite networks is now subject to the application of the provisions of No. 9.13 with respect to non-geostationary satellite systems in the broadcasting‑satellite service (sound), as of 3 June 2000. Resolution 33 (WRC-97) resolves that for satellite networks for which the API or the request for coordination has been received by the Bureau prior to 1 January 1999, the procedure in Sections A to C in Resolution 33 shall be applied. 
2. The Board undertook an in-depth examination of the different procedures and provisions that apply to satellite systems in the band 2630-2655 MHz and noted:


a. the difficulty in assessing the procedures to apply to GSO satellite networks for which the API has been received by the Bureau prior to 1 January 1999 and the request for coordination has been received following 1 January 1999: Articles 9 and 11 or Sections B to C of Resolution 33. Indeed, resolves 1 to Resolution 33 indicates that “for satellite networks for which the API or the request for coordination has been received following 1 January 1999 the procedures of Articles 9 to 14 shall be applied …” and resolves 2 indicates that “for satellite networks for which the API or the request for coordination has been received by the Radiocommunication Bureau prior to 1 January 1999, the procedures in Sections A to C in this Resolution shall be applied.”
b. the difficulty in linking the reference to the application of either No. 22.2 or No. 9.12A referred to in No. 5.418A and the coordination process between (1) non-GSO BSS (sound) systems for which a request for coordination has been received by the Bureau after 2 June 2000 and (2) GSO BSS systems for which the initial API was received prior to 1.1 1999 but subsequent modifications to request for coordination were received after the receipt by the Bureau of the non-GSO system coordination request.
c. the difficulty in linking No. 5.418C reference to "notification information" of GSO BSS systems to the No. 22.2 application referred to in No. 5.418A. 
3. In the above context, the Board understands No. 9.13 coordination to apply as described in the table below. The Board considers the proposed approach as temporary and time limited to be used by the Bureau on a provisional basis until further decisions by WRC‑03.
	GSO Satellite network
	Date of Receipt of API 
(No. 9.1)
	Date of receipt of Coordination information (No. 9.6)
	Date of receipt of Notification information 
(No. 11.2)
	No. 9.13 applicability
	Comments

	FSS
	-
	( 3.6.2000
	( 3.6.2000
	NO
	5.418C

	(Region 2)
	 
	(  3.6.2000
	( 3.6.2000
	NO
	5.418C

	
	 
	( 3.6.2000
	( 3.6.2000
	YES
	5.418C

	BSS
	( 1.1.1999
	( 3.6.2000
	( 3.6.2000
	NO
	5.418C

	
	
	( 3.6.2000
	(3.6.2000
	NO
	5.418A 
(No. 22.2 applies)

	
	
	( 3.6.2000
	( 3.6.2000
	YES
	5.418C

	
	( 1.1.1999
	- 
	 -
	 NO
	Res. 33 (Rev. 
WRC-97), resolves 2


ANNEX 4

Rule of Procedure relating to Nos.23.13B and 23.13C

ADD

	23.13B 
and 23.13C


1
In case of a disagreement by an administration on the inclusion of its territory in the service area of a broadcasting-satellite service (except sound broadcasting) network, the Bureau shall modify the service area by excluding the territory of the objecting administration, and for submissions under Article 4 of Appendix 30 the test points situated on that territory, from the service area of the proposed BSS space station. The exclusion of the territory of the objecting administrations from the service area shall be reflected in the Bureau's Space Network System (SNS). In these cases, the reception of the emission of the BSS space station is not entitled to protection within the territory excluded from the service area.

2
If, as a consequence of the above, the notifying administration requests the Bureau to move test points to ensure that the rest of the service area is not adversely affected, the Bureau shall implement the requested changes and update the Reference Situation of the subject network. Nevertheless, the Bureau does not need to review the coordination requirements of subsequent networks that have already been published as result of the above-mentioned update.

ANNEX 5

Modifications to the Rules of Procedure relating to 
Sections 3.5.1 and 3.8 of Annex 5 to Appendix 30 and 
Section 1.7 of Annex 3 to Appendix 30A

	An. 5


Technical data used in establishing the plan and which should
be used for their application

	3.5.1 and 3.8


These sections govern the channel spacing between the assigned frequencies of two adjacent channels and the necessary bandwidth values for systems in the Plans for Regions 1, 2 and 3. They also state that if different frequency spacing and/or bandwidths are submitted, they will be treated in accordance with applicable ITU-R Recommendations for protection masks when available. "In the absence of such Recommendations, the Bureau will use the worst-case approach as adopted by the Radio Regulations Board." 

Noting that ITU-R Recommendation BO.1293-2 provides a method for calculation of interference only between assignments using different channelling and bandwidth in the case of a digital interferer, the Board therefore decided that, as an interim measure, until the applicable ITU‑R Recommendations for protection masks/calculation method are available the calculation methods shown in the Table 1 shall be applied when calculating interference between two assignments in the Plans and/or modifications to Plans:

TABLE 1

	Wanted assignment
	Interfering assignment
	Method to be applied

	"Standard"1 analogue
	"Standard" analogue
	As defined in Annex 5 to Appendix 30

	"Non-standard" analogue
	"Standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	"Standard" analogue
	"Non-standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	"Non-standard" analogue
	"Non-standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	Digital
	"Standard" or "non-standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	"Standard" or "non-standard" analogue
	Digital
	As defined in Recommendation
ITU-R BO.1293-22

	Digital
	Digital
	As defined in Recommendation
ITU-R BO.1293-22

	1
Standard analogue assignments are those assignments which use the following parameters:


–
For Regions 1 and 3: 27 MHz bandwidth, 19.18 MHz channel spacing and the assigned frequencies as specified in Article 11 of Appendix 30.

–
For Region 2: 24 MHz bandwidth, 14.58 MHz channel spacing and the assigned frequencies as specified in Article 10 of Appendix 30.

2
Recommendation ITU-R BO.1293-2 (Annexes 1 and 2) is applied instead of Recommendation ITU-R BO.1293-1, which is referred to in § 3.4 of Annex 5 to Appendix 30 and § 3.3 of Annex 3 to Appendix 30A.


	An. 3


Technical data used in establishing the Plan and which should
be used for their application

	1.7


The footnote to this provision states that "in certain cases (e.g. when channel spacing and/or bandwidth are different from the values given in § 3.5 and 3.8 of Annex 5 to Appendix 30), equivalent protection margins for the second adjacent channels may be used. Appropriate protection masks included in ITU-R Recommendations should be used if available. Until a relevant ITU-R Recommendation is incorporated in this Annex by reference, the Bureau will use the worst-case approach as adopted by the Radio Regulations Board." 

Noting that ITU-R Recommendation BO.1293-2 provides a method for calculation of interference only between assignments using different channelling and bandwidth in the case of a digital interferer, the Board therefore decided that, as an interim measure, until the applicable ITU-R Recommendations for protection masks/calculation method are available the calculation methods shown in Table 1 shall be applied when calculating interference between two assignments in the Plans and/or modifications to Plans.

TABLE 1

	Wanted assignment
	Interfering assignment
	Method to be applied

	"Standard"1 analogue
	"Standard" analogue
	As defined in Annex 3 to
Appendix 30A

	"Non-standard" analogue
	"Standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	"Standard" analogue
	"Non-standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	"Non-standard" analogue
	"Non-standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	Digital
	"Standard" or "non-standard" analogue
	As described in the Bureau's MSPACE Manual

	"Standard" or "non-standard" analogue
	Digital
	As defined in Recommendation
ITU-R BO.1293-22

	Digital 
	Digital
	As defined in Recommendation
ITU-R BO.1293-22

	1
Standard analogue assignments are those assignments which use the following parameters:

–
for Regions 1 and 3: 27 MHz bandwidth, 19.18 MHz channel spacing and the assigned frequencies as specified in Article 9A of Appendix 30A;

–
for Region 2: 24 MHz bandwidth, 14.58 MHz channel spacing and the assigned frequencies as specified in Article 9 of Appendix 30A.

2
Recommendation ITU-R BO.1293-2 (Annexes 1 and 2) is applied instead of Recommendation ITU-R BO.1293-1, which is referred to in § 3.4 of Annex 5 to Appendix 30 and § 3.3 of Annex 3 to Appendix 30A".


ANNEX 6 

New Rules of Procedure relating to §§ 6.24, 6.34, 6.43, 
6.50 and 6.56 of Article 6 of Appendix 30B

	6.24


ADD

Treatment of multiple consecutive submissions from the same administration

8
The Board, in reviewing the implementation of the regulatory procedures of Appendix 30B, noted that simultaneous treatment of multiple consecutive submissions received from the same notifying administration under § 6.24, 6.43 or 6.56 without any submission from other administrations received in between, whenever feasible, would significantly accelerate the processing of all networks submitted under that Appendix.
9
In view of the above, the Board decided to instruct the Bureau to apply the following course of action:

In the case where multiple consecutive complete notices belonging to the same notifying administration have to be examined under § 6.24, 6.43 or 6.56 without any notice from other administrations in between, the Bureau shall implement, whenever feasible, the following measures, where applicable, in order to accelerate to the maximum extent possible the processing of the notices:

•
Simultaneous treatment of the information related to the 6/4 and 13/11-10 GHz frequency bands of the same network having the same or different date of receipt.

•
Sequential examination of networks having the same or different date of receipt while providing the period for change or adjustments of characteristics mentioned in item 5 of the Rules of Procedure relating to § 6.12 for all these networks starting at the same date. The publication of all related Special Sections, where applicable, shall be included in a single set of publications with one single commentary deadline and published in the same BR IFIC.

	6.34


ADD

1
The Board, in reviewing the implementation of the regulatory procedures of Appendix 30B, noted that a reduction to 30 days of the 60-day period mentioned in §§ 6.34 and 6.50 for receipt of comments would significantly accelerate the processing of all networks submitted under that Appendix.
2
In view of the above, the Board decided to instruct the Bureau to apply a 30-day period for receipt of comments instead of the 60-day period mentioned in §§ 6.34 and 6.50.

3
The Board considers the above as measures to respond to Council Resolution 1182 to be used on a provisional basis until further decision by WRC-03.

	6.43


ADD

See items 8 and 9 in the comments made under the Rules of Procedure relating to § 6.24.

	6.50


ADD

See comments made under the Rules of Procedure relating to § 6.34.

	6.56


ADD

See items 8 and 9 in the comments made under the Rules of Procedure relating to § 6.24.

ANNEX 7

New Rules of Procedure relating to §§ 6.12, 6.24, 6.43 
and 6.56 of Article 6 of Appendix 30B

	6.12


ADD

6
The Board, in reviewing the implementation of the regulatory procedures of Appendix 30B, noted that there is no provision to prohibit the implementation of non-simultaneous transmissions within the context of that Appendix. The Board further noted that this approach is used within the context of Appendices 30 and 30A by means of the grouping concept as defined in Articles 9 and 9A of Appendix 30A, Articles 10 and 11 of Appendix 30 and Rules of Procedure relating to paragraphs 4.1.1 a) and 4.1.1 b) of Appendices 30 and 30A.
7
In view of the above, the Board decided that the same grouping concept can also be applied within the context of §§ 6.12, 6.24, 6.43 and 6.56. The Board's understanding of the grouping concept is that in the interference calcu​lation to entries (allotments, existing systems or assignments) that are part of the group, only the interference contribution from entries that are not part of the same group are to be considered. On the other hand, for the interference calculation from entries belonging to a group into entries that are not part of the same group, only the worst interference contribution from that group is to be taken into consideration. Moreover, the Board did not find any regulatory basis to extend the use of groupings involving multiple orbital positions.

	6.24


ADD

See items 6 and 7 in the comments made under the Rules of Procedure relating to § 6.12.

	6.43


MOD

See also items 5, 6 and 7 in the comments made under the Rules of Procedure relating to § 6.12.

	6.56


MOD

See items 5, 6 and 7 in the comments made under the Rules of Procedure relating to § 6.12.
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