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Subject:	Special Monitoring Programmes in the HF bands  





To the Director General





Dear Sir/Madam,





1.	The World Radiocommunication Conference, Istanbul 2000 (WRC-2000), reviewed Resolution 207 and instructed the Radiocommunication Bureau, among others 





a)	to continue to organize monitoring programmes at regular intervals, in the maritime safety channels and their guard bands and in the bands allocated exclusively to the maritime mobile service between 4 063 kHz and 27 500 kHz and to the aeronautical mobile (R) service between 2 850 kHz and 22 000 kHz with a view to ensuring timely distribution of monitoring data and identifying the stations of other services operating on these channels or in these bands and 





b)	to seek the cooperation of the administrations in identifying the source of those emissions by all means and in securing the cessation of those emissions. 





2.	Further, by Resolution 350 (WRC-2000) [COM5/12], WRC-2000 has resolved to instruct the Radiocommunication Bureau, in consultation with administrations, to organize monitoring  programmes for the support of the study on interference caused to the distress and safety frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz by routine calling on channels 1221 and 1621.





3.	As Resolutions 207(Rev.WRC-2000) and 350(WRC-2000) are included in the  agenda of WRC-03 (see agenda item 1.14 as listed in Resolution 800 (WRC-2000) as well as in Resolution 1156 from the Council, 2000), WRC-03 is expected to consider the issue and to take appropriate actions in this regard. 





4.	WRC-2000 also considered the possibility of placing, on the WRC-03 agenda, the issue of adequacy of the frequency allocations for HF broadcasting from about 4 MHz to 10 MHz (see Resolution 800(WRC-2000)). As the Council, at its session in July 2000, endorsed this agenda item, some data concerning the occupancy of the HF bands by the broadcasting service should be presented to WRC-03.





5. 	Consequently, the Bureau proposes to organize Special Monitoring Programmes for the purposes explained above. In accordance with ‘urges administrations (3)’ of Resolution 207 (Rev. WRC-2000) and ‘resolves 3’ of the Resolution 350 [COM5/12] (WRC-2000), the Bureau seeks the cooperation of your Administration in participating in these Special  Monitoring  Programmes in the �






bands allocated to the maritime mobile and aeronautical mobile (R) services to identify the harmful interference caused to these services. The Bureau also seeks the cooperation of your Administration in participating in similar monitoring programmes intended to give information on the occupancy of the HF bands adjacent to the current allocations in the range between 4 and 10 MHz.





6.	 On the basis of experience gained during previous monitoring programmes, the Bureau considers it necessary to obtain information for at least 3 weeks for each programme in the following manner: 





First programme        -   13 November – 3 December 2000


Second programme   -    18 June – 8 July 2001


Third programme       -      7 – 27 January 2002 





7.	It is proposed that a period of three weeks might be distributed to monitor the bands as follows:





7.1 	First week: The bands allocated exclusively to the maritime mobile service namely 4 063 - 4 438, 6 200 - 6 525, 8 195 - 8 815, 12 230 - 13 200, 16 360 - 17 410, 18 780 - 18 900, 19 680 -19 800, 22 000 - 22 855, 25 070 - 25 210 and 26 100 - 26 175 kHz, with a special emphasis on the distress and safety frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz, including their guard bands.


  


7.2	Second week: The bands allocated exclusively to the aeronautical mobile (R) service namely: 2 850 - 3 025, 4 650 - 4 700, 5 450 - 5 480, 5 480 - 5 680, 6 525 - 6 685, 8 815 - 8 965, 10 005 - 10 100, 11 275 - 11 400, 13 260 - 13 360, 17 900 - 17 970, 21 924 - 22 000 kHz.





7.3	Third week:  The bands adjacent to the HFBC allocations in the range 4 - 10 MHz, namely: 5 800 - 5 950, 7 300 - 7 450 and 9 300 - 9 500 kHz. 





7.4	Though the Bureau considers it ideal that the monitoring is performed on a 24 hours basis according to the above schedules, administrations could perform it for any duration taking into account their possibilities.


  


8.	The first two of the above monitoring programmes are intended to identify the interference to the maritime mobile and aeronautical mobile (R) services and the maritime distress and safety channels and their guard bands in general and, in particular, the distress and safety frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz. Consequently, all essential technical and operating parameters pertaining to identification beyond doubt of the interfering emissions of services other than maritime and aeronautical mobile (R) should be furnished.  The reports should be prepared separately for maritime mobile, aeronautical mobile (R) and BC services and forwarded using the form, a specimen of which is enclosed in Annex 1. Administrations are requested to submit their reports to the extent possible on magnetic support (diskette) or by e-mail in the required format (Annex 2). The reports should be forwarded with the least delay following the closure of each monitoring programme and, in any case, not later than two months after the end of the concerned programme. 





9.	The third monitoring programme is intended to establish the current occupancy of the bands that are allocated to the broadcasting service by WARC-92, but that are not yet available for the broadcasting service, as well as the occupancy of the bands adjacent to these allocations. Consequently, the reports should cover all the emissions, namely broadcasting and other emissions, in all the bands. However, to minimize inconvenience to the administrations, it is proposed to use the same form for reporting on this monitoring also and administrations are requested to furnish as much information as possible.





�






10.	 It would be appreciated if your Administration could inform the Bureau as soon as possible on receipt of this circular letter of its intended participation in this special monitoring programme.   


The Bureau will be glad to offer any clarification, if any, to your Administration on this subject.





I am looking forward to your cooperation in this matter.





	Yours faithfully,

















	Robert W. Jones


	Director


	Radiocommunication Bureau





Enclosures: Annexes 1 and 2
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