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	18 August 2000


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Application of Resolution 55 (WRC-2000) for the submission of information to the Radiocommunication Bureau for publication of information relating to Space Services

References:

Annex 2 to Appendix S30;
Annex 2 to Appendix S30A;
Annex 2 to Appendix S30B and
Appendix S4
to the Radio Regulations as revised by WRC-2000 (Istanbul, 2000)

To the Director-General

Dear Sir, Madam,

1.
The above-mentioned provisions of the Radio Regulations were amended by WRC-2000. By virtue of the provisions of resolves 5 of Resolution 55 (WRC-2000) (formerly Resolution [COM 4/4] (WRC-2000)), with effect from 3 June 2000, all notice forms (APS4/II and III), radio astronomy notices (APS4/IV) and API (APS4/V and VI) and due diligence information (Resolution 49 (WRC-97)) for satellite networks and earth stations submitted to the Bureau pursuant to Articles S9 and S11 shall be submitted in electronic format which is compatible with the BR electronic notice form capture software (SpaceCap)1. The Radiocommunication Bureau would like to draw the attention of your Administration to the arrangements necessary to meet these requirements.

2.
In adopting the revised version of Annexes 2 of Appendices S30 (WRC-2000), and S30A (WRC‑2000), WRC-2000 decided to include in Appendix S4 (WRC-2000) the data elements which were previously contained in these annexes. These data elements are related to the basic characteristics to be furnished in notices relating to space stations in the Broadcasting-Satellite Service and to feeder-links for the Broadcasting-Satellite service.

3.
WRC-2000 also instructed the Bureau to develop a Rule of Procedure for adoption by the Radio Regulations Board, which would require administrations to use Appendix S4 (WRC-2000) when furnishing the basic data relating to stations in the fixed-satellite service subject to Appendix S30B.

4.
It will be noted that the provisions of resolves 5 of Resolution 55 (WRC-2000) include arrangements to phase-in the submission of filings in electronic format as follows:

a)
all notice forms submitted between 3 June and 3 September 2000 may initially be submitted in paper format if administrations deem it necessary;

b)
these forms must be resubmitted in electronic format not later than 3 October 2000 without modification with respect to the paper filing, in order to retain the date of receipt of the original filing. The Bureau will not compare the paper and electronic filing. However, both filings will be made available to administrations who may report inconsistencies to the Bureau, until 1 March 2001;

c)
if these notice forms are not resubmitted in electronic format by 3 October 2000, they shall be considered incomplete and returned to the administration;

d)
all notice forms initially submitted after 3 September 2000 shall be submitted in electronic format. If the data for these notice forms is not received in electronic format, the notice forms shall be considered incomplete and returned to the administration.

5.
The most current version of the SpaceCap data capture software is available to Administrations and other users at the ITU web site (http://www.itu.int/brsoft/space/). It is recommended that this version be used for the capture of submissions in electronic format. This software is also distributed on the twice-yearly SRS on CD-ROM publication. This software does not yet cater for the new and modified data items introduced by WRC-2000 in Appendix S4. These changes are currently being incorporated and a revised version of the software will be available soon. In the meantime, Administrations should submit this additional information, when appropriate, on paper and the Bureau will enter it into its SNS database as required. This concerns, in particular, Appendix S4 data items A.7b, A.7c1 (was A.7b), A.7c2 (was A.7c), A.7d, A.7e (was A.7d), A.15, A.16, A.17a, A.17b, A.17c and A.17d. These data items would appear either on the ApS4/II or ApS4/III notice forms.

6.
The accuracy and completeness of data submitted in space notice filings is crucial in order to meet the objectives of Resolution 55. Administrations and other users are therefore expected to use the validation program developed by the Bureau for validation of information pertaining to notice type ApS4/II and to ensure that any issues relating to unclear or missing data items are rectified in the electronic record before submitting the notice in electronic format to the Bureau. Administrations are asked to indicate, in their submission, that this validation check and any subsequent corrections have been performed; this will facilitate the work of the Bureau in its further treatment of the notice. The validation program is available at the same web page as that given above for the SpaceCap program. This first version of the validation program released for use by administrations has some limitations and is continually being improved. In particular, validation of MODification notices may prove difficult as it is necessary to have access to the electronic record (target) that is being modified in order to run the program correctly. This, in many instances, may not be possible as the target may still be under treatment in the BR and not yet published in a special section or recorded in the MIFR.

7.
When applying the rules of Procedure concerning the receivability of notices (see Section 3 of the Rules on Receivability in Part A1 of the Rules of Procedure) the Bureau may ask administrations, depending on the nature of the results of the validation of a notice, to submit a revised notice in electronic format which takes account of the points raised by the Bureau or, 

alternatively, especially if the corrections needed are minor, to provide them in manuscript form. The two periods of 30 plus 15 days mentioned in Section 3 will continue to apply. 

8.
As required by instructs BR 3 of Resolution 55, the Bureau will publish the coordination request and notification information “as received” both in the BR IFIC for space services and on the ITU web site.

9.
In resolves 6 of the same Resolution, WRC-2000 decided that, as of 3 June 2000, all graphical data associated with the submissions addressed in resolves 5 should be submitted in the graphics data format which is compatible with the BR data capture software (GIMS). This currently covers antenna gain contour and service area diagrams for geostationary satellites and diagrams of space station antenna gain in the direction of the geostationary orbit, again for geostationary satellites. The GIMS system also has tools, which validate these diagrams. Submission of graphics in paper form will, however, continue to be accepted.

10.
Notices submitted electronically to the Bureau can be forwarded on either diskette or CD‑ROM support annexed to the relevant covering letter through the normal mail or by courier or, alternatively, the relevant files can be transmitted to the Bureau by e-mail (to brmail@itu.int). In the latter case the relevant covering letter should be also sent by normal mail or by telefax to the Bureau; this will guarantee that the Bureau is aware of the submission and will also provide a hard copy confirmation of the receipt of the information. In the case where the files are sent by e-mail, the date of receipt of the submission by the Bureau will be the date of receipt of the associated telefax or letter, provided the relevant files have been received on or prior to that date. If the relevant files are received after receipt of the telefax or letter the date of receipt of the submission will be the date of receipt of these files.

11.
The electronic data submission procedure indicated in resolves 5 and 6 of the Resolution is also applicable when submitting the information for publication of planned satellite networks to the Bureau under Appendices S30, S30A and S30B.

12.
The Bureau recognizes, however, the practical difficulty of applying the provisions of resolves 5 and 6 of Resolution 55 (WRC-2000) in the case of submissions under Appendices S30, S30A and S30B given that time is needed to develop new forms related to notices referred to in paragraph 11 above.

13.
Administrations are thus requested, as from the receipt of this Circular Letter, to start using the Annexes 2A and 2B of Appendix S4 (WRC-2000) data elements in a paper form for submissions under Appendices S30, S30A and S30B for a short period, until new notice forms are made available to administrations by subsequent Circular Letters and the relevant version of the SpaceCap software is available.

14.
As indicated above, the Bureau is currently reviewing the structure of the data base it uses for notice processing as well as the definitions of the individual data items in that data base. This review will cover, in addition to the requirements of Appendices S30, S30A and S30B (see paragraphs 2 and 3 above), the revisions to Appendix S4 decided by WRC-2000 which affect, in particular, the ApS4/II and ApS4/III notice forms. The SpaceCap data capture software, as well as other associated software; will be modified as a result of this review. Further Circular Letters, which provide details of these changes, including revised versions of the relevant notice forms, are under preparation. 

15.
The Bureau would also like to remind your administration of urges administrations 1 and 2 of Resolution 55 whereby administrations should, after consultation with the Bureau, resubmit in electronic format notices previously submitted in paper format and to submit, as soon as practicable, the graphical data relating to their notices in a format compatible with the BR graphic data capture software. 

16.
The Bureau is adjusting its internal procedures to implement resolves 1 to 4 of Resolution 55. Administrations are, however, reminded of the changes to coordination requirements arising from these provisions which took effect on 3 June 2000.






Yours faithfully,






Robert W. Jones





Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Distribution:

–
Administrations of Member States of the ITU

–
Members of the Radio Regulations Board

1	Administrations of developing countries having no more than three filings a year may continue to submit filings on paper until 3 June 2001.
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